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joy is equal to that of conſidering a'man's ſelf _ 
28 connected with an extenſi ive, Aa wiſe, a virtuous, | 
and an honourable kindred; ; and of contributing 155 
1 a ſhare to the luſtre and reſpect of an eſtimable 1 175 
oo family ? And what kindred {0/1 numerous, fo wor: ZE 
thy, ſo reſpeable ; ; what houſe ſo illuſtrious, as 1 
that to which the Chriftian belongs; mo want: 
he Was received by baptiſm, which he ſtrives to 
adorn by his virtues, where he lives in compla- > . 
cency and delight, and to which he is united by SE 
bonds endearing, indiffolvable, eternal? And this „ 
þonour : and happineſs have all the ſaints. „„ 


1 Vou have this day, my friends, been fitting at | br 
| your. Father's table, and eating childrens brad. | 
_ taſting the heavenly manna, and drinking of . „ 
„ a4 „„ water 


1 
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f water of life; | converſing, with your beſt friends, 55 

7 + and holding c communion with God himſelf. How- . 
ever mean your condition in the world, however _ 

Ge, contracted or diſtreſſing your circumſtances, the 0 
great Lord of all looks down upon you with t. 1 
© tention; angels are miniſtring ſpirits to your ne- 7:4 
„„ ceſſities; and there is 2 * kingdom prepared for. you. 7 1 
; . from the foundation of the world. And what have 0 
ä the children of ki 250 t + boaſt of once to . t 
| comparec te this? f 1 
„ ws that table 'your e 1 Dok 6 _ i l 
1 8 his Father and. your Father, his God and: your. God, . 1 
. diſciples, and brethren, and friends; becom. | a 
men ding youto the care of his Providence, tothe 4 

conduct and conſolatians of his Spirit, and to all FM 

the bleſſings of his love; and you can henceforth 1 4 

ſoothe all your anxieties and pains, in the belief, KM 

that the great God takes. an intereſt. in all that 8 

| concerns you: your health, your ſubſiſtence, your, | ( 
reputation, your family: and will aſſuredly make 5 

all things work. together for your good. Thus dif-, b 
burthened, thus fupported, thus connected, muſt To 

you not proceed on the j journey of life, with fitrn-. * 27 

-_ with cheerfulneſs, with en, of , : 8 

with) Joy of heart? „„ 5 8 
„ W muſt. ſuppoſe this: hood A 5 5 

; ee 2s he went on bis ways: in the new, the; 


| Clearer, | 


6 


n 
* 4 


* 
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clearer, the more juſt and ſatisfying ideas he was ; 
5 now. taught to entertain, of the Supreme Being; 3 of, 
8 his nature, his will, his worſhip. He had, in- ; 


deed, already taken one great ſtep in religion, in 


renouncing the gods of his fathers, and in acknow- 
ledging the one living and true God: but ſo er- 
toneouſiy did he {till conceive of that God, ſo 

contracted ſtill were the views o/ our illuſtrious | 
traveller, that, till now, he confined his notions 
of religious worſhip to one mode, and to a particu- 
har ſpot; and that ſpot far removed from his uſual | 
© reſidence, Jeruſalem, he had been inſtructed to 


think, 3 is the place where men ought to worſhip. But 


| the doctrine of the bleſſed Jeſus expands his mind, 1 

- and inſpires nobler ideas of the Father of Spirits. 
As he approached the holy city in times paſt, how 
would his heart glow when firſt he deſcried the 1 
. lofty battlements of the Temple, the place which 


God had choſen to put his name there : © Behold, 


« O Lord, the habitation of thy holineſs and 
4 glory, I ſhall ſoon be where God delights to 
75 6 dwell; my feet ſhall ſtand once more in the 
ö « courts of the Moſt High: 1 ſhall take ſhelter. 
under the ſhadow of his wings, and mix with. 
I the happy, happy multitude, who are conti- 


« nually before him. Beautiful for ſituation, the 


«; 50 5 the whole earth, is Mount Zion ; on the 
„ 1 


r : 
- 


7 


75 * 


3 0-1 0.9.7 R's for 2 ten 12 . by 
"hte ahi ah * lle a of the "Great King | pa 
* God is known 10 47 Palaces for a refuge.” The be 
| fet 

oo 


ol ity Was now | over, ant he is conftrained, 

| by the 'neceliity of his affairs, to turn his back « on 

| tte ſcene of his devout © employments, and un. 
|  doubtedly he did it with a heavy heatt, when = 


_ | | 5 that God, whoſe preſence is urverfal, and his " 

0 5 . = ; power unlimitedP*converts the deſert into a tem . in 

pie, kindles the ſacred flame with fire brovght 25 

immediately from the heavenly” altar, and con- M 

_veys an inftrudtor to him on 'the” neee an 

: che d e re Tap any abo 15 oh 

„„ would the facred vas) now "nfl ms | co 

5 ſublime and myſterious truths to his comprehen- | re: 

. ſion! He would find that ſame prophet, who | 2 

firſt led him to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and 995 

: +» him crucified, conducting himalſo to juſt and en- 4; 

T couraging views of the majeſty and condeſcenſionof 4 

God, as © the high and lofty One who inhabiteth | BF in 

1 eternity; ; whoſe name is holy, who dwelleth i in elt 

5 the high and holy place : with him alſo, that : thi 

8 „„ is of a contrite and humble ſpirit; to revive the 1 ſo 

= ſpitit, of thehumble; and to revivetheheartof the | 
= _ *< contrite ones.“ Now he is taught to conſider the 
HE | ſpacious expanſe of heaven as one great temple: FE 


60 
cc 
ce ; 
and how contracted, how mean does even the - = 
Wo ig on Mount Zion en, com- ſr 
| ; pared 4 


os 


+ ena quick” 


1 oer that ee N ke 7 - 5 
= | "Bit any wonder that he went on 112 way N i 

J i | oy, w when: he e proceeded ; in this delightful perſua- | 

4 7 bog, that God attended all his footſteps, { furround- 
= e path and his bed, and compaſſed him with 

5 avour, as with a ſhield? Is it any wonder, that 


So the ſcorching heat of the fun, the drearineſs of vaſt ö 25 

1 anchffightful ſolitudes, and the other hardſhips f 
Re. the way, were unfelt, or, ceaſed to afflict? when he | | 
could read, and with full underſtanding of what he 1 
ad, Behold he that keepeth Iſrael, ſhall nei- 
4 | 0 ther ſlumber | NOT ſleep. The Lord is thy keep- 1 
B er, the Lord i 1s thy ſhade upon thy right al | 
ay The fun ſhall not ſmite thee by day, nor the gd: 
| 5 moon by night. ” He would not now need to 
1 inquire, of whom "ſpeaketh the prophet thus, when 
. - employing that beautiful 3 imagery borrowed from | 


, 5 the ſtate of Nature i in regions with which he was 
< 15 ſo well acquainted; A man ſhall be as an F555 
| = © place from the wind, and a covert from the 5 
. = 5 tempeſt: as rivers of water, in A dry Place, as N 
„ «the fliadow of a great Tock i in a weary CT 
5 5 And now that he ſaw accompliſhed, in a er — 
I cxilted ſenſe than he had hitherto apprehended, 3 

ns „„ ie HT 

5 | . . a 

A 
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Wy Saviour : « 1 the e buen ſhall waters. ; 
*% break out, and ſtreams in the deſert; and the 


1 , 


— » 
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« parched ground ſhall become a Pool, and the 


1 « thirſty land ſprings of water. In the habitation 
- of dragons, where each lay, ſhall be grab with 


s and ruſhes: And a highway ſhall be 


1 there, and a way, and it ſhall be called the 
e * way of holineſs; the unclean ſhall not paſs over 
: 95 it, but it ſhall be for thoſe : 8 The way-faring 7 
men, though fools, ſhall not err therein... No 
4 oon ſhall be there, nor any ravenous beaſt ſhall | | 
go up thereon; It ſhall not be found there. | 
Fut the redeemed ſhall walk there. And the 
ranſomed of the Lord ſhall return, and come 


« to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon 


their heads: they ſhall obtain Joy and gladnels, 
«and ſorrow, and ſighing, ſhall flee away. 
We alſo. muſt now\retire from the temple, 5 5 
1 Purſue our journey through the wilderneſs. But. 
we travel not unaccompanied: He is faithful who. 
bath promiſed, *. My preſence ſhall go with you, 


« and I will give you reſt. . 1 will never leave 


nor forſake thee. When thou paſſeſt throuan 
« the Waters, I will be with thee ; and through 

< the rivers, they ſhall not. overflow thee : When 
© n walket, aaa the fire » thou ſhalt not be. 


66 burnt; . 


* * 
* 
x = 
; ; 


\ 


> as =nHb memo 
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: | 5 


beit neither ſhall the flame Kindle upon 


* 'thee:” Hence, we can rejoice/in the words of | 
the plalm we have been juſt now: inging, 


R. 66 Vea, 
« though I walk through the valley of the ſhadow 


ef death; T ui fer no eri: for thou art with | 
; I 3 8 | 
1 Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow me all 
0 the days of my life: and I will ONE in "the 
6. houſe of the Lor 


4 me, thy rod and thy ſtaff they a 


for erer“ Wes 
IV. The 1 and anin ating . 


which the goſpel opens to our r View, exhibit ano- 


ther cauſe. of holy joy. He went on his way re⸗ 
jolcing in hope of the glory of God: in hope of a re- 
ſurrection from the dead, of abſolution in the 
day of judgment, of reception into the Kingdom. 
of heaven, of being ever with the Lord. Till life 
and immortality were brought to. light by the 
goſpel, futurity was covered with darkneſs impe- 
Hetrable : all was conjecture and uncertainty. In 
ſome rarer inſtances the ſoul indeed ſeemed to a- 
Wake to the conſciouſneſs, and the belief, of! its di- 
vine Original, and to look beyond the grave with 
compoſure and dignity; yet, even ſome of the 
greateſt geniuſes, who « entertained” this perſuaſion, 
acknowledge, after all their reaſonings and con- 
cluſions, that the doctrine of the immortality * 
ME you mien be but a Pleanng deluſi on ; 


N 


We f | 
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ath c to be fondly wiſked; tha 


uth rat! n clealy de. 
monſtrated. But the Lode was univerſally, and 
for ever, given up a prey to corruption: Not only 
: rude barbarians, | but the e intelligent, pe: 
; 5 netrating Athenians, treated the doctrine of the 
wxurection as the ravings of madman. What 
a noble ſuperiority, then, does the the meaneſt. diſci- 
. rs Jeſus enjoy, in the knowledge of what is 
. moſt intereſting to human nature How ſolemn- 
15 5 * iy pleaſing is it, to look forward to all the events 
„ ur future Exiſtence), which Chriſtianity, diſ- 
"of wud to the vaſt revolutions which the fyſtem 
N of nature 1 5. underg 05 to the wonderful arrange 


by "What heart nes not Humpathize in theic joy 1 i 
=: - good, old Jacob, when, . inconſolably mourning MM ' £7 
= . over. the loſs of his beloved. ſon, and in a land = > 
—_ diſtreſſed. with famine, he is informed that 1 N x 


7 * 


5 Ia 
—_ darling, child 3 is yet alive; 35 alive i in a land ot plen· | * 
j „ ia 4 chief goyernor in that land, ſovereign diſpen- 
=_ of. that plenty; and that he had ſent for him, a 
= to be a witneſs of his greatneſs, to be a partaker E. 
8 of his honour, to be preſerved. alive i in famine by - 3 
| nn ͤ ᷣ bounty, to abide with. him in the choice ſpot ks 
5 . of the country, to be comforted and delighted by 

bus filial duty and affection? Rejoice, O Chi, fl © 

„„ | 0 and * ee e. Mount. brother 1 = 


| friend ; | 6 
Sth F: } . » Wa > 8 : Wh | "© : 5 f a 2 
2 5 4 $45 . of : : 2H . 
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friend; your tender-hearted Redeemer ;. He who 
 Wias dead, is alive, and behold he hiveth for eve 


mare; 5. liveth i in another country, that 5 is an 0 he 
a land where ſpring and autumn. reign in eternal 
union ; T and over which He is conſtituted ſole ad- 


müniftrator, for the fu fu Hering of death, being crown- 


8 


„ 


| ed ek Nh and re 2 1 5 obtained « 4 name 


1 


ws el, to give i it 10 8 as „ many as ; he will; 1 8 


lol. he ſendeth for thee,” to behold. his glory, to 
| inexhauſted* plenty « of, that good Ns 


land, to fix your everlaſting abode in that Hes. 
ver Goſhen which, he is Sone before to Prepare 


Ir you... ; And Ol, What glorious things are 135 | 
| ken of this habitation of the bleſſed! A land wa Ns” 


tered with the pure river f water 57 4 Ee, 92 ; 


Frobeedeth | from the throne of God, and the Lamb ; gs 
planted and ſhaded with none but the trees of i li ife, 
whoſe Jeaues are e for. the” ' healing of the nations, and 


whoſe \ various fruits are produced at all ſeaſons 5 
of the eternal | year; a land enlightened, not with 


2 fun, f moon, and ſtars, but with the glory of 


the Moſt High; and peopled only with ſons of 


light, „ the nations of them that are Javed: Aland 


where there 1 is day without night; joy unſullied 


a 


= dy a tear; pref, 
es Wh . # 75 ; t 
j Eat 


{Ent Land perfect felicity, not e | 
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5 tor reniorſe nor checked by apprehenſion of change; 
1 purity unſuſceptible of pollution; immortal youth 


| af vigour liable to no age or decay; gloriouſly 


Fes bright and ſmiling faces free from ſpot 0 or wrinkle 
or any fuck thing; . Perfect love that % out all fear 
ar ſuſpicion; and, the crown of all, eternity, 
| that knows RE "limit nor change. And i is 
85 FR our. heart, my friend, like the venerable ba: 
ady to faint at the good | 
the tick; 1 0 hs Value, of the blefling 5 


great for belief ? Let your ſpirits 1 with his revive 
When with him you behold the vehicles 9 


dre ſent to carry you, the ordinances of his gr 
5 conducted by his ſpirit. What A triumphant 
_ car is this divine inſtitution of our bleſſed Ker 


. ter! It carries the ſoul on rapid wheels to Chriſt's p 
ſecond coming: like Eljah's . fieryychariot, it 


= elevates to heaven, ! it puts us down at our Fath 's 
Houſe, and places us with Abratam, jaar, and 
: Joo, at a table that is neyer to be removed. 
"X50. on your, way rejoicing, for now is your fabva- 
tim nearer than when you believed. Who would 
not advance with Joyful ſpeed, . when. ſuch a proſ- 
pect is before us ! Up, up, ye travellers to Zion; 
_ this is not your reft : Ariſe, tet. us go hence.- Take 


im your hand, and carefully conſült, the chart of 


1 5 both countries, that . which TEE Toney 


hes, 


A. 


not tou 


Voes not our great 


% 


eker Ts. 7 c 


ö 5 lies, and chat to which you are trayelling Mount 
the carriages which your F ather scare and ten- 


derneſs have provided; the ſwift, ſmooth vehicles 


of meditstion, of prayer, of. praiſe, of the ſacra- 
ment, of holy zeal, of Chriſtian uſefulneſs; put 

| and kept. in motion, by faith, and hope, and love, 
and joy; and in one or other of theſe, vou ſhall, 


not long hence, enter through the everlaſting” gates 
into the city of the great King, to go no more out. 


What though that frightful Jordan roll between! 
| Ji h Prieſt go | before us? - Do 
not his feet ſtand firm, on dry ground in the midſt 
of the channel? And while they do, its waters 


i, ſhall ſtand as a wall, on either hand, to defend, 


inſtead of a wall, in front, to oppoſe. Ariſe 2 


and let us take poſſeſſion of the promiſed land ;- 


and then'let Jordan roll back his tide, and for e. 


ver disjoin us from our enemies; our "fins, our | 
5 frailties, our dangers, our ſorrows, our fears; 3. and 


for ever unite us to our deareſt friends; our 
God, our Saviour, our Comforter; ; our kindred 
angels, our fellow faints: when from this good 
Ethiopian's own mouth, we ſhall learn the won- 
: drous ſtory of. redeeming love towards him ; and 
with him, and all win for. ever celebrate the 
Col herein we Rand: -, 
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V. Fin LLLY, May: we not ſuppoſe tir Chrif | 
5 W proſelyte rejotciig in the proſpect of being made 
the happy inſtrument of immortal happineſs to 
RY, thoufands'?' How would his heart burn within f 
dim, with ſacred ambition, with affectionate zeal, 4 
to thitk that Providence had placed him in a ta» 
| tion ſo fivourable to the intereſts of the Redeem» 
er's kingdom, as well as of that mighty temporal 
7 empire, in tlie adminiſtration ff whoſe govern- 
ment he Had {6 emine t a ſhare; at his exalted 
| Nation and extenſive authority might, by hk 
bleſſing of Goc, have influence wich his fellow- 
Citizens, perhaps with his foverdigr; toward: the 
| reception and acknowledgement of - that faith, 
which he himſelf had ernbraced; and that thus 
| generations to com tight 'call Him blefſed, while 
they enjoyed the fruits f his labouts of love; that 
by lis means, Exhiopis might, according as it y 
Britten, ſoch rere ont fer hanids unto God Ma 
e not ſuppoſe him, Ghce "mote having recourſe 
to the prophets,and* reading, with delight, of that 
: bleſſed day, when they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the 
| Ini line of the frmanient; and they that turn many . 
unto righteouſneſs, -as the flars for ever and ever: 
"When he thould be honoured to preſent hitnſelf 
before the eternal throne; with a numerous reti | 
nue of ſpiritual children, reſcued from Pagan idol = hy 
„„ 25 atx 3 


8 


e 
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\ : hy — s 
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ütry, groſs ignorance, and barbar ous manners, 


and received into the family of the common Fa- 
ther of all wage ws the” ara adoption, and 


, ; 3 
4 5 % * — ” 1 5 „ * F 4 » 
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but to every one of us there is his particular ſphere, | 


in which he may be greatly, nobly uſeful ;Tzt eve 
| ry one confider the extent, the connections, and 


F 8 


friends: the pbor, and the ignorant, and the af 


Hicted, you have always with you. Are there not 

among you, the giddy, the thoughtleſs, and the 
vain; to be admoniſhed with wiſdom, and repror- 
ed with tenderneſs? Are there not the impious 
and che profane, to be oppoſed with firmneſs, repre- 


hended by example, reclaimed by goodneſs, in- 
terceded'for with compaſſion, or ſeparated from 


with reſolution? Are not theſe dear, precious 


lambs of the flock, the hope of the preſent age, and 


5 the ſeed of thoſe which are to come, to be ſuck- 


led, to be trained up, to be protected ?- Are not 


” the poor and the afflicted of God's people, for 
1m Chrift died, to be cheriſhed and comforted, 


ith the conſolation whereby We; ounſelver are com- 


12885 F 1 9 75 re theſe, and ee fuch aa 


"HY e - thee, 


encies of his own. Tou have families and 
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theſe, 1 mean or unimportant? Ate, they" not. 
| generally intereſting ? Would not ſucceſs in 
any ſervice, undertaken in the cauſe - of the 
a goſpel, that is, the cauſe, at once, of, God 
and of humanity, afford you the moſt ſincere $ 
ſatisfaction? How filly the pride of rearing 
up a ſtately edifice, to be the ſeat of 3 fa- 
mily and a name, compared. to the. noble.ambi- 
tion of raiſing a temple for the Holy Ghoſt! 


| How inſſpid, how tranſi ient,, how unſatisfactory , ; 
9 gratification, i is the getting before others in 5 
rank, in riches, in reputation, compared to the ; 
- ſublime. delight, of. working together with. God, p 
to. bring periſhin ſinners into the way of ; 


life and falyation?. ? How. Poor an object, is that of 
amaſſing a. great eſtate for a beloved child, com. Ds 
pared; with the divine joyn of Jaying. ag for har 
treaſures in Jeaven; ; of raiſing, young ones upto-the 
lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible,” uadefiled 
and that fadeth not away! O that the profeſſed fol: 
lowers of Jeſus were thus walking in the ſteps. of 
their great Leader going about doing good; ne- 
Ver weary of well doing; Mining as lights in the world; 
fulfilling their own joy, and promoting that of o- 
thers. How pleaſantly might the journey of life 115 
glide on, thus ſweetened, thus variegated, thus mark- 
ed, in every Rage, by e and . — 
thus 
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8 thus, wk certainty, directed to immortal a honours, = 
5 and an unfading crown! 
7 A few affectionate rn” N furtable to 8 
5 N 1 this day 5 ſervice; ; to your profeſſions, your en- + 3 . 
1 = gagements, and your N 2 pal conclude 
WM this diſcourſe. ; 
4 1. AsIam thajefore 8 to with and pray, | | 
that you may be partakers of the joy of the ex- . 
2 traordinary perſon whoſe hiſtory v we have been con- + 
/ IM  fidering, after he was made to ſee 1 in the 
Lord ſo my [ EY 
5 = Fit. direction to you ſhall be, to ap 
1 to imitate his example previous to the period un 
. der review; to be diligent and aſſiduous in the * 
. ; uſe of all the known and inſtituted means of grace. , 
. Read the Scriptures, with what underſtanding you 
n have, though you may want much of that fatis- 
& fying clearneſs which you wiſh to poſſeſs. Go at 
1 | the appointed times 10 7he temple to worſhip, though 
2 55 the God of the place may as yet be revealed 
- only i in part, and though you diſcern, only as in a 
"2  Llaſs darkly. Beware of reframing prayer before God, © 
oy BH though the Hearer of prayer may ſeem to turn a 
— deaf ear to the voice of your ſupplications, You 
x have been ſeeking conſolation in waiting upon God 


3 |# in one. ordinance, and in the performance of one 
duty, and you may have miſſed it; be the more 
boa to ſearch after it in everyduty and in every + 
| 5 3 : ordi- 5 
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5 ordinance of Chriſtian life. :- That Jeſus may be 
found of you in the wilderneſs of this world, and 
while you are employed in the EXE] A 


te of your 
„ who ſees it meet to 
withdraw himſelf from ſolemn religious ſeaſons , 
and places. It U was in the deſert of Gaza, not 
in the temple at Jeruſalem; it was when he 
was returning to his ſecular. employ: ments, not- 
when engaged in fandtuary ſervices, that our con 


5 vert was introduced to the acquaintance of his Sa- 


viour. God acts in a manner calculated to con- 
2 vince us, that He i 15 independent of every thing 


depended entirely on the conftant and TEE uſe 
| of the appointed means. 


(Ne Would you have a 9 journey, « SEE 


your heart were iu your, work. Agrecable and 
_ uſeful travelling is the medium between violent 
hurry | and careleſs ſauntering. The Chriſtian 
ought not only to be in motion, he muſt be 
making cheerful diſpatch. There is a fort of 
lazy, faint-hearted. Chriſtians, if they can deſerve 
at. all a name ſo honourable, whom. every ſultry 


Theſe would lumber. it on through life, . 
| awake in heaven as from a . 


4 
* 
* a 
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ut his own ſovereign gracious will and pleaſure; 
t He would: have us to act, as if our falvation 


0 our to go. on with ſpirit and alacrity; as if 


hour, and. every rough ſtep, 1 is ready to diſcourage. 


0 
Wy 3 


* 
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kingdom of Ged. Here, thoſe only are encouraged 


to look for the prize, who run in the race; and 
the crown of righteouſneſs is laid up for thoſe who 
| endure hardſhip as the good ſoldiers of Chrift, who 
fight the good fight, who finiſh their come who keep i 
the faith, who endure unto the end. | 
It is not poſlible that an indolent, elk indulging | 
- perſon, ſhould be a proſperous and a happy 
_ Chriſtian. What ſhame is it to the profeſſed fol- 
lowers of Jeſus, to be drowſy and ſluggiſh in the 
plaineſt and eaſieſt paths of duty, when he be- ” 


mene, in enter Jän. 26 


They wiſh to be at home, but they wiſh to be 
5 exempted from the dangers andfatigue of the way. 
But Chriſtianity, like every other work of God, 
connects the end with the means, and through 
manifold. tribulations conducts its diſciple into /e 


4 


holds the Saviour, for his ſake, ſo ready and 


cheerful to tread the moſt rugged and forbidding 
5 path of ſuffering? This ſuggeſts, „„ 


c 3. Another direction, and it ſhall be deliviied in oh ö 
the words of the apoſtle; . Let us lay aſide every 25 
weight, and the ſin which doth ſo eaſily beſet 


us, and let us run with patience the race that 


c is ſet before us, "hooking unto Feſus, the author 
« and the finiſher of our faith.” Nothing tends 


ſo much to ſmooth and to ſweeten hard weather, 


5 and a e road to the believer, as the fight of 


Ca <2 


mounted, every diffeulty overcome. And this is 7 ; 
very object of the preſent advice: that we /ook to 


8 To "In S2L1nveR's Joy. * 8xnMON"! 


dis Maſter, Juſt before him. Ti is good for us % 
be here, (aid Peter on the mount of Transfigura- 


tion; but it is good to be with Chriſt, and | < 
like him, | may the Chriſtian ſay, in every con- N 2 
dition, and in every place; in the ſtorm, in the 155 co 
deſert, in the priſon; arrayed in a gorgeous robe, g0⁰ 
wearing @ crown of thorns, bearing 2 croſs. Our rie 
Lord 's firſt diſciples, when reproach and ſuffering th! 
were certain conſequences | of the profeſſion of iP 


- Chriſtianity, came out from the preſence of their 
perſecutors, rejoicing that © they were counted 
worthy to ſuffer ſhame for his name.“ What cauſe 
of rejoicing have we, that honour, not ſhame, ac- 
companies this profeſſion; ; that with us kings are 
nun fing fathers, and their queens nurſin 119 ' mothers to 

' the Chriſtian church; that the road is, to us, . 
many places, and in many reſpects, ſtrewed, not _ 
with thorns; but with flowers. Were our corrupt - 

ed hearts reduced into the entire love and obedi- 

ence of Chriſt, every obſtacle would be eaſily ſur- 


Jeſus for direction, for reſolution, and for aſſiſt - 
ance, in putting off and laying aſide thoſe diverſe 
ſinful Its which war againſt the ſoul, checking its 
progreſs, marring its comfort, waſting its ſtrength; . 
and that we look to kim for patience under 
8 5 5 ever ⁶ 
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bay eee l Mende and dieß i and the 
. deercaſe, as e e is fub- 


_ | | | 
1 me to direct you, i in Gi to "I 


| ks and the increaſe of your joy, to take 


good heed unto yourſelves that you keep in the 


right road, and perſevere even to the end: for in 
this, not only your comfort, but your very ſafety 
is concerned. Remember you are not upon an 
excurſion of pleaſure, but a journey of bulineſs; ; 
and that of the moſt important nature. Whena | 
man's credit, or ſubſiſtence, or his family's wel- 
fare, depend on exactneſs and expedition, he will 
certainly take the readieſt and the ſafeſt road. 
He will not then employ his time in digreſſions 
aſter objects of amuſement, ſuch as gardens, pala- 
ces, and paintings. Were human life intended as 
paſtime merely, were the world a ſcene of diver- 
ſion only, and Fi in this life alone we had. hope, F 
' ſhould ſend you away this night, with my advice 
to drink as deep of pleaſure as you can; to make 
as frequent, and as long, digreſſions into the world, 


as inclination, conſtitution, and circumſtances can 
admit; nay, to take up your abode in it altoge- 


ther. But when I confider what the world is to 
the Chriſtian, an enemy's country, nay more, the 


actual feat of war, furely it is unneceſſary to tell 
„%%% V 


ws} 


FS 


Ts 
> 
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to walk cirtumſpeAly ; that a holy jealouſy is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary; that enemies are never ſo dange: 
vous as when they approach us with a filing 

countenance, with fair words, and with gifts i in 
- their hands, To this, let me ſuhjoin, that it is 


5 28. 105 © | AR DBLIEVER: $ jor ; nen bh 


the good ſoldier of eſus Chriſt, that he has need 


wiſe and uſeful to obſerve moderation, and to 
raftiſe ſelf. government, in the uſe of even the 


ceſſity ſtop now and then for refreſhment ; but he 


muſt not dream of building an habitation in every 
delightful ſpot, nor miſtake a comfortable inn for 
bis Father's houſe, The Chriſtian is called to 
deny himſelf to the unbounded enjoyment of the 
moſt innocent delights, as a ſeparate and inde- 
pendent good, now]; that the poſſeſſion of them, 


as connected with, and ſubſervient to the enjoy · 


ment of God, the ee . . the 
| ſweeter hereafrer. 


5. Finally, be 800 3 for at Ane unts 


glory and immortality. Would you be truly for- 


tified againſt the hardſhips, ſecured from the dan- 


den 


zec neceſſary and lawful recreations of the way. A 
traveller may warrantably enjoy the pleaſure of a 
| fine proſpect as he paſſes along, and muſt of ne- 


le coming of the Lord Feſus ; that bleſſed Fond 
which ſhallputa full end to fin and all its, dread- 
ful conſequences, and uſher in the eternal year of 


S BN ac 


FOR N 
— 
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gers, and ſupported under the afflictions of this 
tempeſtuous ocean, caſt the anchor of hope within 

the vail. © He avlid ſhall come, will come and will | 
not tarry. When ſuch a prize is in view, the ek. = 
ertion and fatigue of a ſhort race are unworthy of N 
conſideration; when a crown of glory is to be the 

reward of victory, who would ſhun the inconfi- 

derable danger of a ſafe and eaſy combat? When 

ſuch a manſion is prepared, what matters it that, 

here and there a ſmall ſpace of uneven ground, 1 in- 

terſect the road that leads unto it? 


Vou have this day, communicants; aſcended | 
an exceeding high mountain, and with the eye of 
faith contemplated the glories of Emanuel's land. 

And what have you beheld ? What do you now 
| behold? The world, and the things of the world 
on fire; death expiring; the old dragon chained 
to eternity: hell caſt into the lake of fire.. Behold, | 
ho the jaſper walls of the holy city, the new Je- 
ruſalem, begin to ſwell upon the eye; the gates j dr 
pearl expand for your admiſſion. Behold the un- 3 
dazzling, unterrifying ſplendour of the glory 7 . 
God and of the Lamb; and the nations of them lat 
are ſaved walking in the light thereof. O death, 
 wohere is thy fling? O Grave, where i is thy victory? 
I know that my Redeemer liveth and that he ſhall 
. Hand at the latter day upon the earth. 1 even 
ſe come, Lord J efUS. 
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THE Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is admi- 
niſtered, and received, all over Scotland, with 


much ſeriouſneſs, fervour, and ſolemnity. Not only 


in the Country, but likewiſe in the Cities and great 
Towns, on ſuch occaſions, every thing extlibits ſtaid, 


| ſmiling, cheerful piety. A conſiderable part of 'the . 


preceding week is employed in exerciſes of public and 
private devotion. Young communicants aſſemble to 


converſe, and pray with, to encourage and. comfort, 
each other. The devout of the ſurrounding vil-⸗ 
_ yes according as circumſtances permit, flock, „ like 
. doves to their windows,” to the church where the or- 


dinance 1 is to be celebrated. With the zeal, ſimpli- 
city and perſeverance of ancient pilgrims many travel 
from the moſt diſtant parts, on foot, (ſome 50 miles, 


to my knowledge) to have the ſatisfaction of joining 


in chriſtian communion with beloved paſtors ard 


friends. Hoſpitality, in all its native, unaffected 


warmth, is diſplayed. The ſpirit of primitive Chriſti- 
anity is revived, and the diſciples of the bleſſed. Jeſus 


have, literally, in the pureſt and moſt. exalted ſenſe 


of the words, << one heart and one ſoul, and have all 


things common.“ The concourſe is, accordingly, 
on many occaſions ſo great, that the bodily, to ſay 


nothing of the mental, exertions ad the miniſter of 


* 


N 
3 


thi ers wholly.inadequate to the labours of the 
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£ diy=the , ee of communicants to the table of 5 
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W in filent importunity, for their portion of the E 


bread of life. This tenders it neceſſary for the pre- 


fi iding Minifter to call in the aid of his brethren ;\ and 
4 new. and a delicious bond of nion is formed. The 


patron of © my boyiſh days,” the friend of my youth, 
the | pupil of my age, is invited to affift me in carty+ 


ing on the divine plan of inſtructing, edifying, com- 


forting the people of God. At the ſolemnity which gave 


oec. on to the preceding addreſs, not ſo few as two 
thouſand were adinitted to communion; compoſed of the 
church of South Leith, my immediate charge: of our 


neighbours, with their worthy paſtor; my ever to be re- 
Ipected friend Dr. Jo ohnſton of North Leith; of a multi- 


tude from the adjoining Metropolis, and Weſt-Church 


pariſh; of ſome from the city of Glaſgow and town of 


Paiſley beſides may” others from different quarters, 


who could not make themſelves known to me. And 
let me not, in making this enumeration, overlook or 


Forget i my amiable atid benevolent colleague, the Rey. 


Thomas Scot, over whoſe aſhes I now ſhed the tear 
of tender recolle&iign, as over one of the moſt placid, 


unaffuming, conchitBory; of mankind; with whom L 
lived, amidſt jarring intereſts and cabals, in perfect 
harmony, ee the fix" an e of _ life and 
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imo was ax tet Peri, and on fade Ka; 151 


the honour; aut the felicity, of aſſociating with my 
venerable departed Friends, Robert Walker, Daniel 
Maequeen, Alexander Webſter, John Gibſon, Robert 
Diek, James Brown, George Muir, John Hamilton, 
Robert Henry, and many others, whoſe praiſe will not 


ſoon expire, in the Church of Scotland; and with Joha 
Erſkine, John Gillies, and a long liſt of my nearer 
contemporaries, whom I pray God long to preſerve to 
their families. and Soak to their e. —_ to the 


Church of Cbriſt. 1 . 
This diſcourſe was 33 in n very ps rr | 


e ORR The Church of South Leith is one of 
the largeſt in Scotland, being able to contain upwaids 


of five- thouſand. -perſons. It was then completely 


Killed. The greatneſs of the number who communi- 


cated, in the eatlier part of che day, protracted the. ſer- 
vice to a late hour. No proviſion. had been made for 


lighting up the Church for the evening-ſervice; and 
the light of day failed during the prayer before Sermon. 
1 was obliged to pronounce even the text from memo- 


y; and I. feel at this moment the awful impreſſion 


made on my mind, from the knowledge that I was 


going to addreſs, for an hour at leaſt, an aſſembly fo 


vaſt, environed with darkneſs ſo profound. Silence 
equally profound, the preacher's wie excepted, added 
much to the folemnity of the ſcene. | Could I have 


foreſeen my fityation, I. ſhould: probably have ſhrunk 


from it. Involved in it, beyond the poſſibility « of re- 


treating, courage s ſprung up out of neceſſity : I threw 
myſelt 


| ed, unſocial celebrations of the South! Ho- 
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| 23 
myſele on . help of God, and the candour of my 
hearers, and my truſt did not betray me. | 


Oft the great multitude which then compoſed my au- 
dience, how few, alas, remain to this day ! Four and 


twenty years ! what an impreſſion they make on the 7 


human race! 


How ſtrange appeared 01 me the tranſition from com- 
munion- ſervices ſuch as this, to the frigid, unfrequent- 


mortified to find, inſtead of the liberal, enlarged ſpirit 
of my native country, the contractedneſs and illiberali- 
ty of ſe& ; the Church of Chriſt broken into ſmall iſo- 

lated fragments; and ſo little cordiality among the 
miniſters of the ſame religion, that the man who would 
invite me to his pulpit to preach the Goſpel to his 
flock, would not, could not, durſt not, admit me to the 


privilege of a private Chriſtian, that of ſitting down 


with him at the Table of the Lord! Hoy it ſounded 


in my ears, Such a perſon, ſuch a family belongs to 


Mr. Such- an- ons! Happy art thou, O Scotland“ all 
whoſe miniſters love as brethren; all whoſe Churches 
are one! © Behold, how good and how pleaſant it is 
for Brethren to dwell together in . 3 
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But we "Jave this Treaſure i in "earthen Veſſels, that the 
| Excellency of the Power uy be 57 e e not e 
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lt „ 4:47 EAODUS EL „ .17: 10 „ 
— They ard os: Moſes, ſpeak 11 . us} rand” 
woe will hear; but 4 not n 1 with us oy 

Nee die. | of FR 


3 VER ſince the fatal bo that hs firſt. 00 
ILL Parents of Mankind furniſhed themſelves - 
with a humiliating reaſon, for flying from the | 
preſence of the Lozp Gop,” and for attempting 
| to conceal, their guilt and ſhame amidft the trees +a 
z of the garden, every perſonal, and immediate, "re" 10 8 Rl 
7 approach of the Deity, has been an object of ter⸗ 
Tor to > thetn, and to their finful poſterity. TEE 
N Dy A Fan. 
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1 8 3; ety at 1 Scots, Church, London Ml. 
. December 22, 1774, at the, Ordination of the Rev. 

15 CHARLES Nico lsoN, A.M. One of the Miniſters 
of * BRITISH Reformed Church 1. Amfterdam. | 
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Fear! continually preſſes hard upon the foot- | 
fleps of guilt ; and what we fear, that we natu- f 


rally ſhun. Hence we ſhould keep at a perpetual 


diſtance from Gop, did not his power compel, 


his juſtice drag, or his mercy: allure us into his, 


preſence.. The appearance of the Moſt High, as 


a righteops Jy and omnipotent Avenger, were 
certain and ſwi t deſtruction to the guilty: 
ſo fearful is the breach which ſin has ET hs 


tween Gop and Man, ſo alarming are the ſuggeſ- 


tions of an awakened "conſcience, that even the 


 - gentle- intimations of pity and love, if "diſplayed = 


in native, celeſtial majeſty, muſt dazzle the fee- 


ble eye, and ſtun the WORK, ear, of . 


; demerit. [\ 

Ln” YER 8 Trather Pr mercies was 
pleaſed, on ſpecial occaſions, to reveal his grace to 
"= 5 children of men, the voice of the Eternal did 

not rend the you of Heaven, and ſhake the pil- 
lars of the earth; nor did even one of the flaming 

Miniſters deſcend from before the throne of 

Gov, and proclaim to an aſtoniſhed world, by the 
trumpet of Jznovan, the wonderful nag _ 

« Peace on earth, and good will to Men,” 
in condeſcenſion to human weakneſs, and in com- 

| miſeration of human woe, the Gop of conſolati ion, 
* ak ſundr. times, and ee manners, ſpake 

85 unto 
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* unto the fathers by the prophets He ſpake n 
to ſinful creatures, by men of like paſſions with 

; themſelves—by their fellow ſitiriers. When an- 
gels were ſent to convey the will of Gop to man- 
kind, they affumed the robes of meekneſs, and 


pale 1 in the language of ſympathy and friendſhip. 
Aup when, at length, in the depth of infinite 
wiſdom; and in the riches of free grace, G 
thought it good to addreſs himſelf to his fallen 
creatures © by his Son, the brightneſs of his 
be glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon” — 
<« The word was made feſt, and dwelt among us:“ 
When the PRINCE of. peace vourhſated to come | 
0 nature of 1 but he took on kirk 45. ſeed 
oF Abraham,” He became man, that without | 
 inſpiting terror, he might converſe with men; 
and in accents of their own, might gently per- 
ſuade them of the tender mercies of Gov, and 


win them to heaven. The perſons employed as ; 


miniſtring ſervants to his great deſign, to declare . 
the doctrine of reconciliation, © to preach among 
<« the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of CAri 
to point out the way to eternal life, were ſuch as 
needed All the bleſſings of that golpel which they 
_ preached to others. The precious * treaſure was 
45 committed to earthen veſſels, that the excel- 
85 . 4 | lency 
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aff dency of 1 might be of Gov.” Such a 


Ax: 


Mn been the ſtate of Chriſtianity in every age, 


ſuch it is at this day, and thus it is evidently de- 


ſigned to continue to the end of the world. 
Tx language of the text is beautifully Acorns 
tive, and conveys this idea: The: diſpenſation of 
the: goſpel of peace, the moſt valuable poſſeſſion 
_ conferred by Gop upon mankind, is put into the 


| hands of weak and fallible men, that its ſucceſs 
may appear to flow, not from the ability or {kill 
of the diſpenſer; but from, its own intrinſic worth 5 


and i importance, and from the irreſiſtible Power, 


the unerring wiſdom, and the ſovereign grace, 
ol its great Author. It is like a treaſure of gold 


laid up,in an earthen pot, or a precious jewel de- 


poſited in a rough caſket, T heſe valuable com- 
modities communicate a dignity and yalue to that 


. which contains them, but can derive nothing from 


"+3.- 


the connection. The veſſel may be broken in 


pieces, the caſket; thrown, as a worthleſs thing, 


away, and yet the treaſure may retain its full 


weight, and hc Tm Wal 152 wi in all its native 
* . 
Ix is my 8 upon this: Git; in HOO 


indo hope of divine aſſiſtance, to conſider F, 
the preſent” ſtate of the Goſpel Miniſtry, and of 


the n Church, in n . point of 
8 „„ 


* 


— 


| ton 2: - | 
views as an evidence of the wiſdom and good- 
neſs of Providence; that we may be together 


led to the grateful and devout acknowledgment 


ol it, and to an entire dependence upon that Al- 
mighty Power, which Alone can render _ means 
of grace effectual. 1 | 


HowzevzR it may appear upon a firſt; and to 
a. a ſuperficial, obſervation; though it might be ap- 


prehended that perfection of moral character, and 


a higher order of talents ought to have been uni- 


ted to the miniſtration of a pure and perfect Reli- 


gion; by attending more cloſely, we ſhall find, 
That the great ends which Gop evidently has in 


view, in the Goſpel of his Son, are moſt effectual- 


_ I. accompliſhed by that mode of diſpenſation 


which we ſee to have been eftabliſhed. Without 


inſiſting on the general propoſition, that whate- 
ver infinite Wiſdom has determined, is certainly 
beſt; the propriety of the preſent eſtabliſhment | 


of things" in the Chriſtian Church, conformably 


to the Apoſtle's idea in the text, will appear, 
whether we conſider it, as reſpecting the Miniſters | 


of the Goſpel themſelves; or as reſpecting thoſe 
to whom it is diſpenſed; or as it reſpects Him, 


whoſe meſſage the Goſpel is, and on n whoſe blef- | 


88 5 all its ith Th e 
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| * Gow: has appointed the | Golped to be 
es by men; to 1 9 05 for the 5 of its 
Miner. { 
: Ox of the at infallible methods of acquir- 
ET, ing: knowledge, of any kind, is to communicate 
1 that which we already poſſeſs, to others. While 
, we ee we e learn; 15 wle we Rey 


, 
a * 


PP == wy * my =. oO mn 


OT. SS. 


our own minds is rr Aiſpelled. Art thou 
called then, my brother 4 2: the work of the mi- 
= niſtry, to be a guide of the blind, a light of 
e them which are in darkneſs, an inſtructor of 
. <- the fooliſh, a teacher of babes; art thou ſent 
of Providence to lead men to the knowledge of 
the truth, that they may be ſaved? By that call, 
3 whatever manner conveyed, thou art invited, 
"0 the moſt affecting terms, to ſtudy ine 
Truth as it is in Jeſis, upon thy own account; 
to underſtand and feel for thyſelf, what thou 


10 


| 


wouldſt wiſh others to underſtand and feel through . 
thy means, To all the motives, towards the pur- ye 
ſuit of that © wiſdom which is from above, and W 
which maketh wiſe unto ſalvation, in common anc 
to thee with other men, an additional and a ftrik- Cn 
ing one ariſes out of thy particular office and pro- net 
feſſon. The great Head of the Church, the us, 
great Fountain of light has left thee no choice obſ 


. here, but has laid thee under a gracious and 
2 5 1 gentle b 


- / A 
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e a | gentle neceſſity, - of being acquainted. with the 
„ glorious Myſtery of Godlincs, that is, "with | 


the things which belong to thy everlaſting 
« of knowledge; but Gop has mercifully ſecu- 
this as an additional inſtance of his goodneſs, and 
an ee claim e was n aud 


love? 


would have the Goſpel preached to every creature, 


intended, that thoſe who were to convey ſuch 


Parent of the Univerſe, who . preſerveth man 


e Ox when he treadeth out the corn*.” * And 


gh | & doth Gop take care for Oxen?” And are not 
ur- ye of much more value than many of thoſe? _ 
and BW Will He, who has ſent us to diſpenſe to the poor 


non and needy of the fulneſs which is treaſured up in 


Canis r, forbid us to take a ſupply for our own 


urs, in directing his people to the heavenly Canaay, 


> 24 


ntle © Deut. xxv. 4. 


* 
8 5 
43 


peace. Many may, and do © periſh through lac 


red thee on this fide; and canſt thou but account 


© Avis; b e tin ths great Bling w who 


and its benefits univerſally diffuſed, muſt have 


* 


ineſtimable bleſſings to the World, ſhould them 
ſelves liberally partake thereof. It was a Law, 
worthy of the bountiful and mercifully conſiderate 


'« .anq+ beaſt,” Thon ſhall not muzzle the 5 


neceſſities? Will He, who is pleaſed to employ 


obſtru&t the paſſage e ourlely es, and fay; * 
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18 But, « as for you, ye ſhall in no 1 enter there- 


N whoſe uſe is its increaſe. 


uith men in all the varieties of ſituation in hu- 


in?” Shall the ſteward ſtarve, while he feeds the 
 houſhold with bread ? Surely not. The apoſ- 
tle of the Gentiles could, from his own ſweet ex- 
perience, bear teſtimony to the grace of Gop in 
a Main reſpedt :: * The God of all comfort,” ſays he, 


„ comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we 


may be able to comfort them which are in any 

trouble, by the comfort wherewith we vurſelves 
te are comforted of: Gon.“ The treaſure commit- 
5 ted to the miniſters of the Goſpel, i is not the hoard 


of amiſer, onl to be looked at, and reckoned over; F 


ug, it is the rich, and the continually, abounding, 
_ Increaſing ſtore, of the bountiful Proprietor of all 


things, which grows. * een, and 


2 NI often has it been 8 that alle noceſſa- 
Ty. intercourſe betwixt miniſters and the afflicted; 


the -means of alleviating the diſtreſſes, of ſub- 


duing the temptations, of removing the doubts, 
and of healing the painful wounds of the former 


as well as of the latter; of conveying peace and 
joy to the miniſter, as well as to them among 
whom he miniſtered? Beſſ des, by converſing 


3 
#4 


ND | 


the tempted, and the deſponding children of 
God, hath, through the divine bleſſing, proved 
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KW life, and in n the tescilens of Cbhriſti- 

anity may be, and often are, led to the diſcovery; . 

and the improvement, of many important parti- 

culars in their own character and conduct, to 

which they had not attended before; and which, 

but for their office, they might not have found | 
out, till the ſeaſon of profiting had been loſt. | 


Farrar; It is meet that the Goſpel ce trea- 

ſure ſhould be in earthen veſſels,” not only for the 
pu poſes of extending the knowledge, and of pro- 
moting the edification and comfort of miniſters; 
but alſo in order to form their tempers; to im- 
g. preſs their characters, and to regulate their beha- 
all viour, into the fimilitude of their divine maſter, . 
nd the meek and lowly Jzsvs. The grand and 

"7 comprehenſive aim of Chriſtianity is to teach men | 
721 humility. For this end, © Carisr humbled 
1 e himſelf, and became of no reputation; for this 
r end, He would have his Goſpel preached by ſuch _ 
6 as, in this reſpect, bore ſome reſemblance to Him- 
FRY ſelf; and for this end, He furniſhed his miniſtring 
ſervants with every argument to exemplify, and 
to inculcate, humility. Their name, their office, 
3 their perſonal characters, their relation to the 
bleſſed Jzsvs, and, above all, his example, call 


ng upon them, with an united voice, to be lowly in 
m- 8 that they ka — the world to be hum 
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ble. The diſtinctions which prevail among men 
upon earth are calculated to feed the pride and 
vanity of the diſtinguiſhed; and the badges of 
ſuperiority are carefully contrived to conceal or to 


| efface, as much as poſſible, every thing mean and 


mortifying in the condition of him who wears 
them; but this order is quite reverſed in CHR Is T's 
kingdom; one of the great and fundamental laws 


of its conſtitution runs thus, Whoſoever, will 
cc be great among you, let him be your miniſter; 


«& and whoſoever will be chief among you, let him 
be your ſervant: Even as the Son of Man came 
* not to be miniſteted unto, but to miniſter. 45 


I0o riſe in any kingdom is to approach uns 
hi Sovereign, and to reſemble him: From the 
nature of CHRIS T's kingdom, then, and from the 


character of Him who ſits upon the throne of it, 


to be advanced there, is to deſcend; to acquire 
dignity, is to grow in humility ; to be qualified 
for a ſtation near the Prince, is to pofleſs a meek 
and quiet ſpirit; to be honourable in the ſight 
of God and angels; to be fitted for the ſociety 
of juſt men made perfect; to enjoy inward com- 
poſure—is to be © poor in ſpirit, for that ĩs to 
inherit the kingdom of heaven. When this is 
conſidered, it is matter of joy that the goſpel 
e is committed to earthen veſſel—to men, 
whoſe 


% 


* Matt. xX. 26, 27» 28. 


3 
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whoſe. employn ments, 3 {ek are an has | 
bitual exhortation to the ne hi hl ONES 
humility ; and beſides, whoſe on minds wi 
ſuggeſt many 'private and nel reaſons to the 
ſame effect. It is happy for the world, for the 
church, and for the parties themſelves, that if mi- 
niſters will be proud, peeviſh, or ſelf-ſufficient, it 
ſhall not be through want of arguments to the 
contrary, arguments, in. which conſcious frailty, 
without much _ of ene will inſtruct 
i 5 
Another laid. and important ingrodien, in 
the character of 2 Goſpel-Miniſter, is furniſhed 
from the ſame ſtore, namely, a humane, compaſ- 


ers, in any art or ſcience, are thoſe who arrive at 
excellency, through much Pain and labour. A 
quick and penetrating genius can hardly form 
any notion of a ſlow capacity, and with diffi- 
culty accommodates himſelf to the progreſs of 
ſuch ; whereas, one who recollects that his own 
dulneſs often tried the patience and temper of his 
teacher, muſt be both in the habit, and under 
the inclination, of ſhewing 1 0 and tenderneſs 
toward thoſe who learn of him. 
A phyſician who has never known, pain and 
ſickneſs himſelf, wants at leaſt one important 
oats to il, 8 one ee recommenda- 


tion 
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Gonate, and patient diſpoſition. The beſt teach- 
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tion to his patient one "uſeful quality, which ex- 
perience only can beſtouꝰ upon him. 4 is an 
aàmiable view of the great Phyſician of ſouls, in 
tis reſpect, with which the Apoſtle preſents us: 
In all things it behoved him, to be made like 
_ ©. unto his brethren; that he might be a merciful 
« andfaithful High- prieſt, in things pertaining to 
| „ Gop, to make reconciliation for the ſins of the 
<« people; for in that, He himſelf hath ſuffered, 
being tempted, he is able to ſuccour them that 
N tempted*.” And, again, © For we have 
* not an High- prieſt who cannot be touched with 
e the feelings of our infirmities; but was in all 
ce points tempted like as we are, yet without ſin fl.“ 
Providence has, for the ſame reaſon, wiſely and 
graciouſly o ordered it, that prieſts and miniſters, 
taken from among men, ſhould have heart-felt 
motives to pity the ignorant, the weak, the miſe- 
rable. They are © ordained for men, in things 
« pertaining to Go, to have compaſſion on the 
s ignorant, and on them that are out of the way, 
_« for that they themſelves 27785 are e 
* with infirmity .“ 1 9 88 


I navs reckoned this among 1 e of 
2 e 15 tussi; 5 for. e a ee 
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heart be often a ſource of the acuteſt e and 


nobleſt characteriſtic of humanity. Whileit confers 
upon its poſſefſor the moſt laudable and the moſt 
advantageous aſcendant toward the ſucceſsful diſ- 
charge of his duty, it beſtows the juſteſt title to 
confidence; 's it brings all a miniſter's other talents i in- 
to the way of their fulleſt and moſt promiſing exer- 
tion, it leads by the ſhorteſt, and the ſafeſt road, to 
A extenſive utility. The tender-hearted will bear 
me out; if Ladd, that, in the very paroxyſms'of - 


are not honoured to taſte, with which the ſtranger 
muſt not aſpire to intermeddle. And this painful 
ſenſibility, at worſt, is more than compenſated, to 
the man who lives not for himſelf merely, by the 
| delightful employment of it, in removing what 
the gave it exiſtence—the Sima of others. I now. 
vays PR, e . 
II. 10 conſider, of whit reaſons, i in the wil 
1 dom of Gop, the Goſpel i iS diſpenſed by the hands 
8 of of frail and imperfect men, as thoſe reaſons affect 
ling the perſons 20 whom the word of this ſalvation is 
cart ſent; or rather, as they affect their joint intereſts 
2. and mutual relations, for theſe are ſo blended, as 
0 render a 8 of them impoſlible. 


| Tux 


of the moſt overwhelming diſtreſs, which a ſelfiſn⸗ | 
mind is always ſtudious to avoid, yet there is a de 
cency, there is a dignity in it, which conſtitute the 


fympathetic woe, there is a joy which the ſelfiſh | 


wy! 
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Tun addreſs of the ekilliren of Iſrael to A 

| 3 ich we have read, affords one very obvious and 
—_ reaſon, ' A diſpenſation coming  imme- 
 diately from God, was clothed in too many awful 

_ eircumſtances, to admit of recollection and com- 
poſure. Though. the choſen tribes had every en- 
couragement to believe that the glorious: IEHo- 
VA was peculiarly propitious to them, and had 
promulgated his Law, not in anger, but in kind- 
neſs; yet they could not ſupport the enunci- 


ation of it from his own lips. And had you, 7 

. Chriſtians, ſtood with them, trembling under | 5 

the awful terrors of Mount Sinai; had you of 

'- heard the thunderings, and ſeen the light- i ©* 

nings; heard the noiſe of the trumpet reſounding WF a 2 

from rock to rock; ſeen the mountain ſmoking bh 

= and quaking, and heard the voice of Gop himſelf Wits 
= | burſting through the thick cloud that veiled his i ut 


Glory; you would, doubtleſs, have been diſpoſed, 0G 

4 . with them, to remove and ſtand far off, and te 

WIijiin in their . « Let not Gop ſpeak with Fa 
e, leſt we die — for i ſo terrible was the fight, 150 


ij 6 that Moſes himſelf aid, I exceedingly fear and OT 
HT : « quake.” The appearance of the ALmicarty 8 
unto Eli 5%, in Horeb, recorded 1 Kings xix. 11, 5 
5 12. is another inſtructive and ſtriking illuſtration 3 
be 1 to this e ad the fame time, it beau- TIT, 
\ 5 3 
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55 diſpenſation and the evangelical; the terrifying ſo⸗ 


lemnity of the one, the - mildneſs and gentleneſs 


of the other And behold the Lord paſſed 
. and a great and ſtrong wind rent the 
% mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks be- 


e. 28 the Lord: But the Lord was not in the 
Elſe, how could EY ſinful mortal 


pores ſupported. his preſence? © And after the 
« wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in 
e the earthquake: and after the earthquake a fire; 
* but the Lord was not in the fire: The glory 


of Gov, thus manifeſted, had been too much for 


eren an "Eljatto bear: What then? And after 


«the fire; a fill ſmall 'voice:” This at length en- 
couraged the Prophet to attend, and to approach 


towards the entrance of the cave, though not with- 


out wrapping his face in his mantle, that he 5 : 
might hear what Gop the Lord would ſay, in a 


voice to which he could liſten without aſtoniſh- 


ment. And it is thus that our merciful heavenly 
Father deals with us in the Goſpel of his Son; He 
ſpeaks to us in a ſtill ſmall voice—the words, the _ 


accents are thoſe of a man to his friend; fearful, 
trembling ſinners are invited to the throne of 


grace, in language which they underſtand, and 
which diflipates, not. egg and Wannen 


e 5 Me 
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|- Theiminitration evenof angels, Ti ae 


vreated. intelligences, would be unſuitable, to the 8 
1 Han weak, depreſſed ſtate of humanity.; ; lor, 
not to mention the tertur inſpired by the appear- 


Aa nces of thoſe exalted beings, Hader a diſpenſation | 
3 calculated to diſplay, chiefly, the majeſty. of the 
. divine power, holineſs and juſtice; we find that, 
under the gentler reign of grace and mercy, the 
preſence: of an angel 1 was an Ohject of fear, to the 
e gi eee to the bold and guilty. 
For fear of him,” who attended upon the refur- 

: redtion of the Lord Ixsus, “ the keepers, did 
4 ſhake, and became as dead men. This is not 
much to be wondered: at; but Zacharias himſelf, 
| though employedi in the moſt { olemn religious ſer⸗ 
vice, in obedience to the expreſs appointment of 
Go; though accuſtomed. to make ſolitary; ap- 
Proaches to the moſt lolemn and ſecret recefles of 
| the temple; and though. free from the horrors | 
© 1 an ill conſcience excites in the guilty. foul, 
«when he ſaw. the Angel of the Lord ſtand-- 
4 f Hing on the right ſide of the altar of incenſe, he 
e was troubled, and fear fell upon him. At 
the fight of him who announced the nativity « of 


our Lord, the werden of Bethlehem: were 72 * fore 
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.  overwhelms the Er and and 2 the To 
” erformance of a reaſonable ſervice. utterly impoſ- 


_ 


therefore, inconſiſtent with a Wor- 


be rendered 0 in ſpirit and in truth, * 


fuch, as the F ather « of ſpirits 1 requires. We are 


Re bo : 
. not, then, invited to it, and afliſted i in it, by erea- 


tures whoſe nature 1s ſuperior to our own—by in- 
leſs and perfect beings ; : becauſe their devotion, 

| however elevated and intenſe; their zeal, however 

fervent ; their love, however pure; ; their capacity, 

however "enlarged ; their labours however execu- 
tive and aſſiduous, could be no examples of, no 


incentives to, ours. 


The advantages which they 


poſſeßs, in theſe very reſpects, would prove the 
means of damping, of diſcouraging, of intimidat- 
ing us. It is the evident deſign of the gracious 
Author of the chriſtian diſpenſation to draw men 
DN with cords of X man, with bands of 
ve” and therefore men are employed i in this W 
wen. this hope· inſpiring ſervice. Js 


As it is the gracious intention of Gov, that his 
Fn ſhould not be zerrified, in receiving the pro- 
clamations of his love, by the dignity and the diſ- 55 
tance of the perſons ſent on this errand; fo, 
by choofit ing his meſſengers from amongſt the 
frail, the ſinful and the miſerable, he has wiſely 
cut off all occaſion of their exacting an undue 
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_ reſped,, 8 has ate the world, : more than by 
An expreſs interdiction, to yield them reverence on 
about them chal- 


; Ho - 


their own. account. Not 1 
== veneration, nothing i 18 


aliarly eſtimable, 


except it be the office which they. bear, and ed . : 


mee which they bri ng. 


_TazrE is a well. Known 1 in 5 — 5 
| nature, to transfer the attention Which i is due to 
an uſeful and important piece of intelligence, by 


an eaſy, and ſeemingly excuſable, tranſition, to the 


ee him who delivers it; at leaſt, it is natural : 
to ſhare the reſpect between them. And it is as 
natural for thoſe Who are intruſted with any 


weighty and honourable commiſſion, to take 


ſtate upon it, and to expect ſubmiſſion and regard 
on their ſeparate ſcore; and theſe propenſities, 


acting upon, and aiding each other, have filled 
even the Chriſtian world with idols and 1dola- 


ters. But it is alſo obſervable, that when an at · 


| tempt ras made to dei) a chriſtian miniſter, a . 


claim of infallibility was advanced i in his behalf; 
the earthen pitcher was by a kind of magick tranſ- 


muted into a vaſe of gold; for ſo long as it ſenſi 


bly retained the baſe and contempt ible quali ties 


gof the former, it was impoſſible, with all the na · 
tural bias of the human heart towards idolatry, | 
t erect an altar unto it. It i is no lefs obſervable, 


however, 
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to this, that the nearer ug 


approach to the pure times of Chriſtianity, and 


the higher that we mount on the ſcale of apoſtolic 
and angelical perfection, with the greater firmneſs 
and abhorrence do we find all improper reſpect dis- 
claimed and rejected. See thou doit not,” faid | 
the Angel to John, when he would have fallen 

down to worſhip before his feet, upon being 
ſhewn the glories of the New Jeruſalem 3 


1 85 « am thy fellow-ſervant, and of thy brethren the | 
. prophets, and of them which keep the fayings 


of this book; worſhip Gon.“ When Paul 
and Barnabus diſcovered, in the inhabitants of 


| Lira, -+ an intenti on to render them the homage 5 
due to deity, in the belief that they were ſuperior 


e 


to mortals, « they rent their clothes, and ran in 

i 28 among the people, crying out and ſaying, Sirs, 
5 « « why, do you | theſe things? we alſo are men of N 
8 05 « like paſſions with. you, and preach unto you, 


« that ye ſhould turn from theſe vanities, unto 


the living Gop' and ſo reſtrained the people. | 
When Cornelius met Peter, and fell down at his 

feet and worſhipped him, Peter took him up, fay- 
| ing, 5 Stand up, I myſelf alſo am a man. i 


But what occaſion is there, it may be ad” 


for making: theſe remarks, in the preſent ſtate of 


ow” - Theſe, m—_— are not the times, nor is 


„ 356 85 "THE. sveckst . 11% 7 
| 2 this the 190 of idolizing ce IR 1 ; "of of con on. 
5 ſecrating altars 1 to, the "miniſters of” the 0 | ſp 
_ Galilean; theſe ae not the das of implicit faith 
; and blind attachment. s "And can you indeed be- 
lieve, Sirs, that it was never ſaid, except by the 
be Corinthians, and eighteen hundred years ago, I 
EE» 0 am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and 1 of Cephas, 1 85 
„„ I of Chrip.” ” Does the Biſhop of Rome WM - 
5 ©. alone lay claim to ſupremacy and infallibility "0 
Or, Is prelacy peculiar | to the church of England: "> 
Did there neyer exiſt in the church but one 


42. 


_ 


| og TO, 40  Diatrephes,” never 15 one, 4 who. loved to wy 
_ -. e have the pre-eminence” Do Preſbyterian _—_ - 5 ©) 
3 "7 and the levelling hand of Tulependency, alway fe- A ; 
5 | preſs the lofty ptetenſions of arrogarit individu. ls, b 
| - and prevent the people from 55 baving me ns per. : 
1 « ſons in admiration? Alas, my friends] it is . 


| Ry 5 not a ſyſtem that can check the uſurpations of 
=—_ 7: pride and ambition : It is not a form of church- 
= government that can ſettle the diſpute between 
tigte jaſt demands of a righteous Gon, and the 'paſ- 
lions and worldly intereſts of men, or between 
= © the oppoſite and diſcordant claims of © men upon 

kFLI each other:© There have been, there are, and 


+ there will be till human nature be thoroughly 
purtged of its droſs, men of all perſuaſions, ready 
bo afk, and to e 282 e to no man 


we | 
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le are intelligent, a 


requiſition of re o in whatever manner 


advanced, is alwgy Wn to. defeat! itlelf, and to 
meet with ere contempt; and when it is 


otherwiſe, when men will fall down to gods of 


their on raiſing, it is wiſely and well ordered, that 15 
| : | the idolatry ſhould e : *XDOILE 


ſurdity. In this proceſs, men act as they often 


| dab in a circle. Deſigning, covetous, and 
ambitious prieſts worſhip and exalt the people; 
that the people, in their turn, may elevate and 
fupport them; and both are equally repugnant 
to“ the wiſdom that is from above, which has 
: committed this treaſure to earthen veſſels, that 
CY none may think of | himſelf ' more highly than 
he ought” to think; but to think ſoberly, ac- 
. cording as Gop hath dealt to eee 


be "meaſure of faith.” FRO OR ↄ²˙ 1 909 


hh HE extreme oppoſite to bebe er nts 
and veneration, is likes ewiſe "guatded againſt, by 


this wiſe eſtabli ſhment in the chriſtian church. 


| Though the miniſters of it derive. no title to ex. 
erciſe authority, or to demand reſpect, a | 


15 from their ſacred office, yet, on the other hand; 


my 


that very office ought to be a full ſecurity againſt 
inſult and | diſreſpect. The bearer of even an un- 
welcome meſſage ought not, in reaſon, to be mal: - 


. 


its FFF 


its own' folly and ab- 
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196 


cheerfully commit the care of their perſons, and 
of all their 0 derhs, to that Providence; 
and, under it, to the tenderneſs and affection of 
thoſe who par 


of their miniſters, have continually before their 


"0 an object whereon to | exerciſe ſome of the 
worthieſt principles of their nature—7gentleneſs, = 
eee benevolence, kindneſs. For what PG | 
ture, I beſeech you, does a miniſter, of the goſ- 


- pd preſent. to. the world? | He preſents | to us 
- a man loaded with all the infirmities, and liable 


. 0 al. the diſtreſſes incident to humanity, with the i 


A . 


| weight, peculiar | to himſelf, of a mo- 


mentous charge, intruſted to him by Gon, in 1 
the certain proſpect of rendering a ſtrict account 
and daily at the bar 
of any one who may be pleaſed to. fit in judgment 


ol it; a man conſtrained to | 


WY him, and uncertain when he 2 be called 
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de handled * rad leſt, 8 ts e 
medicine ſhould! periſh... This has an evident 
riniſters: and people; the former, : 
Ae ae that they ate appointed of Pro- 
vidence to convey the beſt of tidings to mankind, | 


artake of the ſpiritual bleſlings which 
they diſpenſe. The people again, in the perſons 


my yg 


35 
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of tl the great t Judge of a all: a 1 man Who has volun- 


tarily reſigned the great, and the gainful walks of 


le, and the means of whoſe" very ſubſiſtenee, in 
many inſtances, depend on the good-will of ü- 
15 thers: a man whoſe profeſſion has obſtructed to 
hum moſt of the uſugl avenues leading to fame 
and to fortune, and whoſe ſpirit ſhould abhor 
every indirect road to either: a man who has 
5 undertaken, not an eaſy and commodious em- 
75 ployment, but a truſt full of care, of anxicty, of LE 
danger. In fuch circumſtances, are not the in- 
junctions of Scripture, concerning the treatment 


of the chriſtian miniſtry, at the ſame time alſo, 


the concluſions of reaſon, the didtates of conſei- 
ence, the obligations of gratitude, and the gentle 
call of ſenſibility ? Even to know them which 
e labour among you; and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſh you; and to eſteem them 
very highly. in love for their works fake.” 
; If there be then any virtue, if any praiſe, in em- 
ploying and exerting the nobleſt and beſt princi- 


N of which the e ank! is ſuſceptible, 


niſbed the 3 and foread the. feld for ſuch 
character and ſituation of the perſons by whom, 
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III. That gre: 4 "ey ark rw e is | 
wind 7 che apoſtle i in the text, Wh. the all-wiſe N 
20 E has thought fit to ſnd, his Goſpel to the - 
children of men, by t the hands of; their frail and 35 
e brethren, 1 that the excelleney of ge 


ar . 


power may be of ;Gop, : nd not of us.“ 


be excellency of the power; 3. that is, its e 


$5 1 to every thing human or created. The effect 


Adaeſigned to be produced by inſtruments fo weak, 
muſt be ſo great and aſtoniſhing, as to. conſtrain 
the beholder to transfer the praiſe f from the viſible 
to the inviſible. agent ; from the feeble creature 5 
to the omnipotent Creator, who + bas en fuch 
Power unto men. „ OLI 


r 8 
. 


The apoſtle, in 177 n ff be this 
7 akte, had been conſidering © the knowledge 
eK Go” under the idea of light ſhining out of 
Ys darkneſs : : This light- was diſplayed at firſt 'in me- 


ridian brightneſs, in the perſon of his Son, © in the 


* fice of Fe gs Chrif;”—After, and under, Him, | 


it Was tranſmitted through a more obſcure me- 
f dium, the miniſtry of his apoſtles. But even 
then, its rays were ſo quick and penetrating, as 


xD 
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L Fully" to evince its divine 13285 and to fatisfy 
= NT: | 
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| fer l. Natal , that it py indeed an 
entanation | Blk the pure ſource of eternal 26d... 


Uncreatecl light. In Jeſas, the world, beheld 
- "the glory of the | 


only begotten of the F ather, 


. full of grace and truth,” native, underived | 
Flendor ; but we have this 'treafiire in karthen 


Vellels; the glory! is one, the fountain of it one, 


its effect conſtant and uniform; the end ſtill one 
and the fame: the medium of tranſiniffion alone 
77 differs. I Chrift, all fulneſs Was pleaſed 60 dwelt; ; 


to him the Spirit was given without meaſure; and 


from that inexhauſtiole fulneſs, which is treaſured 


up in him, do all his miniſtring ' ſervants, whe- 
ther angels or men, receive continual ſupplies of 


2 #9654, + + 


15 is pleaſed to communicate, 


en 


. Providence, and of grace, is evidently haſtening to 


"one great conſummation, a general and full ma- 
nifeſtation of the glory of the great Lord of all. 
1 inſtruments, employed by his ſovereign hand, are 
reſſi ing fortard, to empty their ſeveral üittle 
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e. ry and honour 1 into it, and the nations of them 


44 tat are "fayed ſhall Walk In en of it“ ; 


od lat 
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+ ”” The grand, combined ſtem” of nature, of 


Into this vaſt ocean, the Farious' and innumerable | 


| *urhs : * 4 The Kings of 'the earth, „„to uſe the 80 
5 "lofty language of Revelation, «qo bring their glo- 


_— Frace for. grace, according as they Hed, Ana _=— He 75 
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Solved into. that, by which, and for which, the 


33 8 | 0 1 Every attempt to ſubrert this or. 
der, on to fruſtrate this end, muſt be highly diſ- 
3 pleaſing to that Gop, Who is jealous of his honour, 5 


Eo who will neither reſign it, nor ſuffer ; it to be taken 


1 away from him; 3,877 


who has, accordingly, ſo { ſet⸗ 


. ted the government, both of the natural and mo- 


9 


nl world, as moſt effectually to prevent the aſerib- 
ing to any other, what is due to him alone. And, 
particularly, the adminiſtration of Gop' kingdom 
| of grace i is ſo contrived, as to render. an alienation, | 
or a partition, of praiſe, impracticable and abſurd, 
For after that, in the wiſdom of, Gov, the | 
world by wiſdom knew not Gon, it Pleaſed E 
| >, to fave | 


.* Gov, by the fooliſhneſs of pi 
« them that believe. Becauſe the fooliſhnes of 

« Gov is wiſer than men, and the weakneſs of 
« Gon. is ſtronger than men; to demonſtrate 
which, Govp hath choſen the fooliſh things « of 
fart the world to confound the wiſe; and Gon hath 


« choſen dhe woah ee of the world to con- | 


found the mighty; e things of the 


world, and * ach © are Te: Jam 


by , « 1 
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1 "OM. all in all ; e thing "glori- 
Ls 1 ons and excellent in the creature, may be finally | 
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N proceſſes and concluſions, and to confound _ and 
| expoſe our ſhallow or preſumptuous reaſonings, by 
exhibiting effects, betwixt which and the apparent 
5 cauſes, there is no manner of proportion, that He 


4 ed hor in n his Bing, but that he whs | | 
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8 o A 1 
1 Is OA . 
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; the apparent and proximate, ji as 8 285 
am adequate cauſe, we are too apt to ſtop. ſhort, 
to reſt there, and to forget Go, He is Pleaſed, 


therefore, in many inſtances, to diſturb | us in ſuch 5 


alone, 55 for whom are all things, and by whom _ 


x 
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; « are all things,” ; may. be, 3 ay 
t adored. © on 85 Wh 5 


Wax we Wy of; one. «king. bs with. 90 | 


hundred thouſand men, going out to meet ano» . 


ther king, who is advancing againſt him with an 


equal number; when, after a long and fierce con- 
flict, we behold victory at length dropping into 
either ſcale, we preſently. endeayour to account 

| for the event, by conſidering, and comparing, the 

ö kill or miſconduct of the generals ; the bravery 
70h cowardice of the ſoldiers; the advantages or 
diſadvantages ho the FRO, and ſuch like cir- 
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e to the great allt Cauſe of all things, and to 
18 This Coeth forth from the Lord of 
h counfel, and excellent 5 
Tit king,” 9 hen 1 ſes the Walls of a "great 
"though ſhaken by no convulfon 
| | * no mine, ſhatte red by no 
1 battering ram, or other Warllke aps yet falling 
daovn flat to the ground; T cannot ſtop to think 
55 in wa ike prieſts, with their ſeven 
* trur pets made of rams horns;“ hut muſt im 
5 miedliately revere the arm of Jerxovan, and a- 
+2 feribethe! ſucceſs to the: 1 and inter. 
. Pasten of Heaven.” | 
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Steat, the mighty} And the affluent of the'earth, = 
to inſtruct their fello creatures in the way of fal. 
© vations the ſagaeity, the'eloquienee, and theantho- = 
rity of the preachets, would certainly have become 
ohjects of attention; it might juſtiy have been en- 
quitred, How far men may be led to embrace a 
= religious ſyſtem through the ſubmiffon Which is 
to ſuperior rank, or the charms of : 
_ oratory, or the reſpect implicitly paid to appre · 
hended wiſdom, independent of knowledge and == 
| conviction? ¶ Whatever effects? might have been, * 
7 produced;::through: the intervention of human 
power and? genius, would, in part at leaſt, have 
Been aſeribed to their exertion; and the doctrine 
elf, oconveyed:through ſuch channels, muſt have | 
3 cat moft; a divided Praiſe. 


When we look back to the infant ſtate of Chit.” 


- anity, nothing ſeems more improbable, according to 
the ordinary rules of judging, than its continuance 
in the world beyond the ſhort and uncertain liv es 
af 1 its firlt profefiors. _ F Full well was the prediction 
of the. Pſalmiſt accompliſhed®, i in the early, obſti- 
nate and rancorous e which. was made to 
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5 5 fountain of carnal Joy, to lay the axe to the root 


characte of in firſt Shifter the former conte- 
Gase ad een the mot f 


_ , fures, eee ee which the baman | 
heart naturally affects and purſues; whaticould be 
more ungainhy and forbidding, e e 

a doctrine which pointed out; which enjoined, 
which impoſed the croſs; which prafeſſed to level 
every high mountain of pride, th dry up the very 


of ambition, and which propoſed, 
3 treaſures in Heaven? 


* — 1 


And by what inftruments were 9 FS 
hazardous and difficult enterprize t. to be effected? By 
men deſtitute of authority, of influence, of ingenu- 
ity, of addreſs. By men, whom their naturalabilitics 


gd and parentage, ST andoceu- 
a fad Worth, ations 


hp: 


al oppoſition, triumphed over. the hoſtile powers 5 


world naturally deſpiſes and abhors ; and by means 
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_ pations,xpoſel to contempt rather than to kntred. | 
An infidel of thoſe days might have found plentiful -- 

| food: for his ſpleen and ridicule, in the contempla-- 

tion of a ſect which was in time to overſpread ths 

whole world; at the head of which ſtood 4 little - | PETS, 
handful of ſimple, unlettered fiſnermen. Be 


what is the fact? The hated doctrine, and the 


deſpiſed miniſters of a crucified Fefus, ſurmounted ' 


of earth, and the malice of hell, and, without 
the affiſtance of force, or guile, or gold, nay a- 
gainſt the united ſtrength of all theſe, vigorouſly | 
and zealouſly engaged on the other fide, con- 
ſtrained men to embrace the croſs, once the ob- 
jet of their averſion and diſdain. When, therefore, | 
we behold the great Author and finiſher of our 
faith, employing, at firſt, a feeble and ſcanty band 
of ſimple men, furniſhed with a few ſimple and un- 
oftentatious; though notorious facts, for the purpoſe 
of converting a prejudiced and ſin- enſlaved world, 
to a maſter; a doctrine, a converſation which the 


of ſuch meſſengers, armed with ſuch weapons, ac- 
tually ſubverting Satan's kingdom, ſupported by 
all the learning, gaſion, power and temporal in- 
tereſt of man; and hen, to this day, we ſee 
"the fone * cultzes me, the ſame . 


. ˙ p 


enn 2. . 


nE svce 1 | 
kir 3 Ss ends. attained ; . and ſtill 
. through the inſtrumentality of men of moderate | 
parts, of feeble eloquence, of little authority, and , 


© for the moſt part of very ſlender fortune; men 
pff many perſonal and of ſome. profeſſional infir- ; | 
mities; 55 hen We obſerve all this, do we not 


E Ro at of hing, Fr The Wok i: is mine, the 
 <..praiſe-be. mine, and I will not give my glory, 


— 


e to another?” And can we but reply, in the 
5 words of the heayenly hoſt, Bleſſing, and ho- 
nour, and glory and power be unto him who 
e fitteth upon the ande and unto the Larab 
« for ever and er „ g 
From tliis ſubject, 7 
I. CnRISs TAN Monifters are FE ITE in the | 


5 nature of that rank and Ration which they occu- 


py in the church of CHRIST; and the obligations 
which ariſe out of theſe. It is fnvly of importance, 
men, brethren, and fathers, that the veſſel which 
contains Goſpel bleſſings, for the benefit of others; 


mould itſelf be ſeaſoned with grace. It is an awful 
5 thing for a man to be the publiſher to another, of 
an act of indemnity, which contains in it a poſitive 
and expreſs exception againſt himſelf; to preach 


the doctrine of reconciliation to others, and We 


— himſelf a ee The diſtinct knowledge of 
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= Aki treaſiire, and the application of i it to our on 1 7 : 
3 neceſſities, ought certainly * to precede the com- ß 
5 8 munication of it to our fellow- ſinners, both for Z =, 
MM their fakes and our own. Mankind, at large, I 
# 7 - affume and exerciſe a liberty of ſtudying: ormegs: =. 
3 lecting Chriſtianity, according to their Ples a_ 
7 and they muſt abide by the conſequences ; but the SE 
very name of miniſter ſuppoſes the choice to be al- „„ 
57 1 ready: made, and that neceſſity is lad upon him ; RN 
who bears it, to ſtudy, know, love, 3 and 0 Fer =, 
5 : the truth, as it is in Jxsvs. | ; 
5 = | HI E whoſe office it is to go between RB L ; 
25 and. contending, but reconcileable parties, ought ” 
| to be acquainted with the mind, the condition, 5 
be and the diſpoſitions of both. A meſſage not fully 
he . underſtood, never can be faithfully delivered. A 
Wh _ miniſter muſt deliver what he has received of the 
n Lord, not what his own inclination, or the taſte of 
n his hearers, may reliſh or approve. A truſt re- 
ich poſed muſt, in order to prove a man faithful, be 
95, | ſurrendered without increaſe” or diminution. | To 
ful conceal any part of the counſel of God, is to be 
| of unjuſt to the People, who have a heaven- derived 
VE claim to the whole; to pretend to add any thing, 
ach = 15 to be highly preſumptuous againſt GoD, who 1 18 
be the only competent judge of what is enough. | 
- of . But this by no means precludes the exerciſe f a 
this „„ F | | _ prudence, Y 
CE | 
9 5 FL 
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various circumſtances may require. Now that 


calls to the qainiſtry are not miraculous, but pro- 


vidential; our talents, as men, are to be careſ ully 
5 cultivated, and ſtrenuouſſy exerciſed. If we would 
be faithful to Gop, and uſeful to men, we mul 
add, to an entire reliance upon Almighty Grace, 
the full exertion of all thoſe powers, natural and 


acquired, Which the great Diſpenſer of every good. | 


and perfect gift has beſtowed upon us. 
The idea of the text ſuggeſts to miniſters, their 


Ane weakneſs and worthleſſneſs, but, at the 


ſame time, their utility and i importance, as inſtru- 
ments in the hand. of Gop for carrying on his work. 


This diſtinction, properly underſtood . and felt, is 
2 the only preſeryative' from pride and ſelf-conceit, 
on the one hand, and a liſtleſs indolent affectation 5 
5 of humility « on the other. The idea of the Text 


" ſuggeſts to miniſters their fragility, 1 their mortal- 
Bye 5 Our fathers, where are they 7 the pro- 


8 Phets, do they 7 live forever ?” Ah, no! yet a lit- 
tle while, and the ſilver cord ſhall be looſed, 


„ and the golden bowl broken, and the pitcher 


e broken at the fountain, and the wheel at the 
I? ciſtern.” A conſideration! how affecting, a 
motive FD urgent, to do the work of the day, 


1 Wile me oF laſts ! 2925 we conſider our ſermons 
28 


85 wet 


»SHECESS e . 
N 6 dne. according as 


i 2. | or TAE GOSPEL. Cy 1 
— as the addreſſes of dying men, to dying men, fure- = 
| Iy they would often, in many important reſpects, 3 
| differ from their preſent tenor. May Gop give 
A | us a deeper ſenſe of the worth of precious ſouls, < 
in and make us to feel, in all their e and 1 inn | 
= mn” the powers of a world to come. 


1 | 1h” The Hearers of the Goſpel are, bem this ſub⸗ 
d. © ject, inſtructed in ſundry intereſting and impor- | 
: tant particulars of their duty and ſituation in the 
ir | Church of Cuxisr. They are taught gratitude. 
_ to the grace and condeſcenſion of Gop, wh in 
making known to them the counſels of his will, 
K. has been pleaſed to lay aſide the thunder of his 
3 power, has ſuppreſſed the awful voice which makes 
it, earth ſhake to her centre, and hell to tremble in | 
on the agonies of deſpair ; ; and has ſunk the Sove- ; 
xt reign and the Judge, in the Father and the Friend. 
al- And ought that meſſage to be leſs welcome, which 
o- encqurages hope, which invites to peace, which 
„ ſoothes the ſoul to reſt not confounds the un- 
80. | derſtanding, not drinks up the ſpirit ; which ex- 
her tinguiſhes the hell within the breaſt, and brings 
the the means of eſcape from the hell beyond the 

a grave? Becauſe God is gentle and condeſcending, 
ay, hall men be trifling and negligent ? Of all pu- 
ons niſhments, that of deſpiſed mercy, of ſlighted 
as grace, is ſurely the . and will be the moſt 


fever. | | 
p 3 . If 


* 


\ 


OR. formed. how to conduct yourſelves: towards your 


5 . miniſters; you are already guarded againſt putting 


them in the place of Gop, on one hand, or ſetting 


r i N 
. ** % 1 4% DUET 
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their work's ſake, to conſider their outward cir- 


| | rate their infirmities, and to be merciful. to their 
| faults, In >chalf of their vices, I have nothing to 
urge; would to:Gop they had none that needed 


and infirmities, I would venture to plead, were 
this the proper time and place, 5 Miniſters are 


your own hearts and conſciences to conſult, in 


termine yoyr opinion of their conduct, and to re- 
my | gulate your behaviour towards them. 
HI. To conclude : Both Moni ers and People 


are hereby taught to acknowledge Gop chiefly, 
God only, in all things 3 to refer all the good 


| 1 which they do, or receive, to the great Parent of 70 


= good]; to ceaſe from man, from each other, from 


8 _ THE gocetss - | anon 8 


Ut | 
Nüof, If you fret this; Chriſtians, you are already: in- 


them with the dogs of your flock, on the other. 
Vou have already learned to revere their office, to 
liſten to their meſſage, to love their perſons, for 


/ ; 
cumſtances, to imitate their virtues, to commiſe- 
indulgence; ; but in behalf of their many failings 
indeed, in all reſpects, their miniſtry alone ek, 


cepted, ſo very like yourſelves, that you have only 


order to make a proper eſtimate of them, to de- | 


ST - | thenaſelves; to rejoice in the eſtabliſhment of the 
| I : divine 
| - . 


- 
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vine glory, upon the ruins of human pride. This 
view, my friends, abſorbs the ſpirit of party, an- 
nidhilates contention, brings heaven down to earth, 


| and places men among angels: By entering feri- 
ouſly and heartily into it, we ſhall feel pride lan- 


guiſh and die, zeal burn with a more pure and 


| placid flame, Love to Gop and Men wax ſtrong- 


er and ſtronger, the world and its lying vanities 


= diſappear, the New Jeruſalem in all its glory unyeil 
- itſelf: Let thy Will be done; O heavenly: F ather, 
by men on earth, as by the Angels} 1 in heaven. 

Fulfil in us the whole good pleaſure of thy 


15 © goodneſs, and the work” of faith with” power, 
« that the Name of our Lord Jzsvs Curisr 


11 


5 3 may be Boles in us, and we in him.“ Amen. ; 
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Memoir of the late Rev. ChARLES NIcOL S 


M.. CHARLES NIGOLSON, AM. was 4555 

ſon of a clergyman of the Church of Scotland, 
in the neighbourhood of Aberdeen. It is very c cuſtom- 
ary in North- Britain, for miniſters who have families, 


(and moſt of them poſſeſs that blefling) to bring up 


one of the ſons to the father's profeſſion. The gene- 


ral practice, influenced by the particular circumſtances 
of the caſe, 9 this ny _ in x life, as Charles $ 
- deſtination,” | 


A placidity of temper; which adorned the mY 


and afterwards endeared the man; an ingenuouſneſs 
and innocence of diſpoſition, which never forſook him, 
united toa n aptitude for literature far above the com- 
mon, were, it muſt be allowed, a happy baſis whereon 


to rear the character of a miniſter of the goſpel. 


Young Nicolson's ſchool and academjcal career was ac- 
_ eordingly accompliſhed much earlier than uſual, greatly 
to the ſatisfaction of thoſe who ſuperintended his e du- 


cation, and greatly to the credit of his own capacity 


and diligence, Claſfical learning was, from the be · 
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pioning his darling purſuit; and he devoted himſelf to * 


it with an avidity, and an intenſeneſs of application 


| . would have overwhelmed a conſtitution leſs vis 
| gorous, and exhauſted a fpirit leſs ardent than his. 


Frequent and conſtant were his viſits to the Pierian 


ſpring; long and delicious were his draughts at thee 


4 


harmleſs fountain, and ſtill his thirſt i in ed as” 


drank. It is unneceſſary to ſay that, wien ſuch ca⸗ 
pacity, induſtry, and perſeverance, he made the Greek 


and Roman claffics all his own. Providence, no 


= doubt, kindly directed this taſte, with a view to the 

future condition and exigencies of the man. It was 
to be his lot to ſpend a conſiderable proportion of his 
days in exile, ſeparated from the land and the friends 
he loved, amidſt the marſhes of Holland, and i in the 


no leſs inclement air of the Thracian Boſporos. His 


| Beſides his high attainments in Greek and Roman 


elaſſical lore, what is not often the caſe, he had, be- 


fore he reached his twentieth year, become a reſpect- 


able proficient in oriental learning. Nor were his 


Theological ſtudies meanwhile neglected. On the 


contrary, he had become a maſter in ſeri; pture criticiſm, 


for which his {kill in both the languages of the Gacred 
Books eminently qualified him: and had read aud 


digeſted the ſeveral ſyſtems of Divinity commonly 25 
- ta taught i in our colleges ; preferring, on deliberate? en- 


— quiry 


beloved claſſies were the conſtant companions of his 

peregrination and ſolitude. 'In them he ſought and 
found delight, whether by the fide of a putrid Batavian 5 

canal, or on the pleaſanter banks of the Propontis. 


. s It 
2 


* * 
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quiry and reflection, what is commonly denominated 
* the orthodox, or calviniſtic, ſyſtem of doctrine. : 


aid, an deliberate enquiry and reflection; for Nicolſon was 


4 at no, period of life a man diſpoſed, implicitly to adopt 
any one's opinions; and his conduct afterwards 


demonſtrated, in very trying eircumſtances, that no 


allurement, on the one hand, and no menace, on the 

ether, could induce him to deviate from what he 
thought the path; of truth and reQitude, In the cha · 
radter and colour of his Theology, . the goodneſs of 
Providence to honeſt Charles was again conſpicuous: 


for he was to be ſent to people with whom ſyſtem, 


orthodoxy, a confeſſion and a catechiſm, are every 
thing ; and the heart and life a mere nothing. He 


| Had all their coldneſs and rectitude in opinion, and 
they left him to the undiſturbed: enjoyment of all the 


benevolent feelings of bis good and honeſt heart. 


That the univerſity of Aberdeen ſhould, at bs 


proper ſeaſon, decorate ſuch a man with the academi- 
cal feather, A. M. is not to be wondered at; that 


they never ſwelled it into a complete plume, has often 5 


been to me matter of ſurprize. In reſpe& of learning, 
of real dignity, of. unaffected goodneſs, few ſeminaries 
in Europe could boaſt his equal,,as an alumnus, no 
one, his ſuperior. The univerſity which conferred 
its higheſt poſſible title of reſpect on Charles Nicolſon, 
miniſter of the Britiſh Church at Amſterdam, or 
chaplain to the Britiſh Turkey Company at Conftanti- 
nople, and to his Majeſty? s Ambaſſador at the Sublime 


e. would have done itſelf the higheſt honour. 
Es 
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N than it is generally attained, as.carly indeed, 2, 


| almoſt as the rules of the Church of Scotland permit, 
MX. Nicolſon was admitted, by his native Preſbytery, 
to the rank of preacher of the Goſpel, or, as it is 


termed in Scotland, probationer for the holy miniſtry. 


| 1 take the opportunity, which this era of my lamented 


friend's public life preſents, briefly. to derail the 


practice preſcribed, and obſerved, in my native diviſion £ 
of the Iſland, reſpecting the admiſſion of candidates | 
for the Goſpel miniſtry, 


* 
% 8 
7 


The private ſchool i E bibel, che 


; 19 man muſt be entered at one of our four uni- 
verſities, as a ſtudent in Humanity and Philoſophy. 


In the minuter ſtudy of the learned languages, and 


of logic, mathematics, phyſics, ethics, and the Lelles 
| kttres, four years are generally employed ; and in the 


cloſe of the fourth year, if ſuch be his deſtination, he 


is entered as a ſtudent in divinity, on proper evidence 


being praduced, to the profeſſor, that he has reput- 


ably performed his claſſical and philoſophical courſe, 
Here a new courſe of particular, theological. ftudy 


commences. | Attendance” muſt be be given on the 


public Een of the Divinity-Hall, for a ſeries of 


years. The letter of the law ſays fix, and the ſpirit 


only in rarer inſtances falls ſhort of it. The ſtudent 
| miſt be not only a hearer of lectures from the profeſſo- 

rial chair, but is required to perform publiekly, from 
ſubjects preſcribed, a certain number of exerciſes of a 


particular deſcription, ſubject to the criticiſm not of Fg 


, as e out: of the other ſtudents. | This being 


accompliſhed | 
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accompliſhed; and che regulation, both a as to length of 


time and nature of ftudy, being complied with, the 


candidate is entitled to offer himſelf to a Preſbyrery 
| to be taken on trials; in order to be licenſed as 73 
| preacher. On his making ſuch application, a com- 


i 


ittee of Preſbytery is appointed to converſe „with, 


examine, and encourage him. Circular letters are 
then ordered to be written to all the Preſbyteries i in the 
A Synod, or Province, informing them of the application 

made, and deſiring their concurrence. That being 


obtained, the young man is admitted to trial; and 
the ſeveral pieces preſcribed, are contrived in ſuch a 
manner, as to obtain a fair and impartial view of his 


diſpoſitions and talents; : of his progreſs in learning; 8 


of bis knowledge, in particular, of Divinity; and 


of his qualifications as a public ſpeaker. The whole 


courſe of trial, and it is deliberate, ſerious and im- 


preffive, concludes with what we call the queſtionary 
trials; the meaning of which is, every member of 
Preſbytery has a right, which is generally exerciſed, 


to put to the candidate whatever queſtion or queſtions 
he thinks proper, on ſubjects relative to the profeſſion, 
to languages, eriticiſm, ſcience, eccleſiaſtical hiſtory; 
and to require: an anſwer. If all are ſatisfied, the 
moderator from the chair declares the judgment of the 
Court, and with a ſuitable exhortation to the proba- 


tioner, pronounces the . $ Heenſe to him 
v0 preach the Goſpel. n | 


In the event of his being invited to W fene the 


; 9277 charge of à particular vacant Pariſh, he muſt, 
previous to ordination and induction, ſubmit to a ſe- 


Os 5 Ard T0 shox 8 5 79 
W courſe of trial ſimilar to the former, before, the. 


preſbytery within whoſe bounds ſuch paxiſh is fituated, 
If he is Kill, approved, a GAY: for the ordination; is ap- 
pointed, of which notice is given all over the diſtrict; 


and particular proclamation is made at the door of the 
Church to be ſupplied, after morning ſervice on the 
Lord's day, ten days at leaſt previous to the ordinatjon, 
that if any one has any thing to object to the doctrine 

or life of the perſon to be ordained, he would appear 
and ſubſtantiate his charge. If nothing is alleged or 
proved, the preſbytery proceeds, at the time fixed, by 
ſolemn prayer and impoſitien of hands to. ſet apart the 


eandidate to the work of the miniſtry, ; and appoint _ 
to his particular charge. 


From this it will appear that no one e grofily i 1 8 
: ornotoriouſiy immoral, can poſſibly find admiſſion into 
a the Church of Scotland. And to her ſcrupulous ate 
: tention to the literature, and morals, of all her members, 
it is owing that one of the moſt meanly ,endowed of” 
the reformed. Churches, ranks, with the bigheſt, in the 
purity, piety, learning, eloquence, and general reſpeCt- 
ability of her Clergy, I. return to Mr, Nicolſon. 


Having attained the rank of preacher, and exerciſed 


| kis talents with acceptance in the city of Aberdeen and 
its vicinity, the height of his ambition was to obtain the 
charge of a quiet country pariſh, where he could 
find leiſure for proſecuting his favourite ſtudies, and 
where he could have a decent ' competency on 


which: to batte No proſpect, however, of this 


* nd 
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888 - abode" 0 ns it, TE. 
5 55 W cp! he Was induced, in 1770, pete 
SRO Fa from curiofity'and a deſire of ſeeing the world, (the paf- 
2 non of young and cultivated - minds,) ard partly in nic; 
5 | TY. hope of finding creditable, uſeful and productive em. of a 
5 | ployment, to viſit the North-Britiſh metropolis z and maii 

it was then and there I had the happineſs to form an indi 


; \ nequaintance witch him, which was quickly mellowed IM of x 
+ In kt wind e ye a <iflolved: even by He 
. 8 Wet: $$ * 2 | ns, 7 $5 hs 4d 1 Jook 


The year e, Tikit and Malls a i call to n | whe 
8 dertake the paſto ral charge of the Scots Church Lon- or d 
3 SE don-Wall, become vacant by the death of that excel=  þ He 
Po lent man and Miniſter, Mr. Robert Lawſon. As my tain 
friend Charles found his proſpects at Edinburgh not mite 


5 greatly brightened, it was no difficult matter to per- .othe 
uade a man, who had fo often, and with-ſuch exquiſite 4K 
L Might, traced the wanderings of an Pills, MEE" | Lor 
5 | es- 4 "Arlpomiy iS ache, nat vdo, , Shy: mM” Th 
] | 70 proceed in his progteſs to viſit another city, and to On 
1 converſe with men, in ſituations unknown, untried be. and 
| - fore. Soon after I ſettled in London, then, I was fol- ſpir 
. | lowed, to my great ſatisfaction, by Mr. Nicolſon. pla) 
n= . He was furniſhed, with very little above the bare neceſ- app 
—_ ſaries of life, but ever. appeared with a face of ſerenity it v 
C4 | and ſatisfaction, which it is not in the power of wealth : FE 
| always to beſtow. London is happily adapted to a man at 85 
5 of ſuch a diſpoſition, in ſuch circumſtances. There, | 21 
=. | pou may either diſplay affluence,” or conceal poverty, Wi 
. e 1 333 + on 
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5 Nicolſon lodged in a garret, n, 


lome w-Cloſe Smithfield, with a journey - man mecha- 


nic; lived on bread and beer; never wore his only ſuĩt 
of apparel a ſiogle moment when at home; and thus 
maintained his independence, in the midſt, of extreme 


indigence, W pen called to go abroad, no dignitary A 


of the Church ever made'a more reſpectable appearance. 


He was always one of the beſt dreſſed, moſt cheerful 


Jooking men, in every company he frequented; and 


when a Uttle « extraordinary expence became neceſſary 
or decent, his half crown Was ready among the firſts 

He was now, indeed, in his element; 3. at. the foun=- 

"rain of Science; 3 enjoying complete leiſure, and unli- 


mited acceſs. to men, and books, and objects of every 


= 


other kind, | that.could.e either amuſe or inſtruct. 


tetie expedition to Oxford, and the circle of which the 


road from the metropolis to; the. univerſity i is the radius. 


On this perambulation it was, that the ſtores of a good 
and. honeft heart, of a-manly, liberal, independent 
ſpirit, and of an enlarged and cultivated mind, diſ- 
played themſelyes to an advantage I had not hitherto 
apprehended, Every object was new and 8 


it was 2 jocund ſeaſon of the year, when, 


——ͤ— — Nature 


7 5 { Wantons, as in her prime, a Na at wilt 


Her virgin, fancies ; . 


| With every. affiſtance, 1 which; healthy _ 
| bumour, cordiality, and en could miniſter, we 


e 
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21 {In the ſpring of 1772, Charles and 5 bs wh | 
Loni Balfour of Pilrig, planned and executed a peripa- 


r 


r — 


r 


| perfogned 25 msgie 1 of bequrifal nate, . 80 
. * and royal mypoiicaee. e 

l notes caneque Deum / „F 

| Afict ftrolling the livelong day Net * ende 
groves planted on thebanks of the This, or panting over 
+ Blenheim's ample domain, or climbing to contemplate 
<©Windfor's towery pride.” Never did Chancellor 
of | Univerſity, or pviflant prince” of Woodffock, or 
proud potentate of Windlor, enjoy theſe lordly; envied 


poſſeſſions, with half the reliſh and glee that he three 


aux pedeſtrians felt in viſiting em 3 


It would be ingratitude not to acknowledge, &4 this | 


2 place, the bericfit derived, on our excurſion to Oxford, 


from the benevolence and extenſive information of Mr. 

James Williamſon, Wo then taught mathematics pri- 1 
Vvoately in the univerſity; with much reputation and ſue - 
eſs, and who has ſinee acquired greater celebrity by 1 
his edition of Euelid's Elements, with original Diſſer⸗ 
tations. Through tlie friendſhip of that 1 


7 ve were admitted to every repoſitory that could gr 


| f curiofity, and were cnabled t to 1 88850 every a. 


5 ith ſuperior advantage. | & hn, com 


N - 


All this while, however, poor Charles y as unprori- 


ded for. He had unfortunately no patron in his native 


country ; and his pulpit-talents, though ſolid, wanted 


_ that l which attracts popular favour, In 


; patience,” ' notwithſtanding, | be poſſeſſed his foul. "1 


Retirement in London was ſtill preferable to retirement 
"6p where eise. | 5 of 2 ſelect 9 and 
| £ TE $2.3 | : : Eb: "the 
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fre. ay aud A 71 Ges Aber Ore 4 
wire alwiys' in his power: afid the chriſtian maxine 
_ was with hint a practical one, 08 „Hunke unto the nec 25 


5 is the'evil thereof. ee 10901020 ee e 


At the end of about'« ei ohtetn' lat} a dagen sf hope 


7 pn | The ſecond charge i in the Britiſh Church at © 


| Amftzrdam, had become vacant, and "application was 
made to Miniſters, both at London and Edinburgh, to 
look out for a Proper perſon to fopply i it, Mr. Nicelſon, 
ſeemed to bg completely formed for fach 2 tuation. 
His friends; accordingly, beſtirred themſelves on the oc= - 
ceaſion 1 proper credentials were procured, ad, Without 
waiting f for a formal invitations he embarked for Hol- 
land, on very mort notices and - arrived long before 


any, other candidate was thought of. This precipitan- 2 / 


cy had almoſt proved fatal to the deſign, but, eventu- 
Aly, favoured it. Dutchmen have no idea of proceeding 
but in the old beaten track; and certainly Charles ap- 
ese at Amſterdam unſent for; and was on the point 
of being { ſent back, by the way that he came. Fortu- 
| nately he had been warmly recommended to a reſpecta - 
ble family in the Church, nearly allied to the venerable 
Mr. Longueville,” the ſenior miniſter, "This procured 
for bim a invitation from the good man, to ſupply his 
| ee on the” Lord” -day following. 'His preaching 
- gave ſuch general ſatisfackion, that the Confiftory con- 
| deſcended to relax a little, and ſo far to diſpenſe with 
rigid form, a asto requeſt him to preach, both parts of the 
570 the Tony after. le was all _ While gaining 
; . 3 


0 0 


2 - ; 8 * * 
1 1 1 # 
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3 | ground, wherever be went, by the. ns of ki. 

ER manners, and the charms of his converſation ; 3 with. | 
OP Wig by the gravity of his deportment. His ſuavity, 

"> "Yn learning, his unaffected modeſty, particularly en⸗ 
dgdeeared him to Mr. Longue ville, who at that time, 
was reſpected as an oracle all over the Provinces. He 

continued to pleaſe as a preacher, on repeated trials, 
and returned to London in full confidence of being 


5 
appointed to the vacant charge. Nor did his confidence 0 

betray him. '1n a few weeks the choice of the Con- 1 5 

fiſtory, confirmed by the approbation of the Burgo-. , 

maſters, was formally notified to him ; and this was "rk 

| accompanied with a requeſt to the Scots Preſbytery in 85 

; London, to proceed to his ordination i in due form, in 5 

order to his exerciſing the paſtoral office. This was 5 

joyfully undertaken, and accompliſhed; 3 and to that | 3 

8 the preceding ſermon owes. its exiſtence. 1 

The other miniſters who aſfiſted in it, were David M1 

| Moi John Patrick, George Turnbull, George Ste- A 

phen, James F ordyce, D. . and William Smith A. M. i 8 

of whom the laſt two alone and I © remain unto this- * 

n day,“ the reſt, with him whom they that day ſet apart "Me 

to the work of the miniſtry, tc are fallen aſleep?” * ut 

Mr. Nicolſon was thus rai iſed toan honourable, wht, Hh 

| and, to bim,aMfluent ſituation; ; his revenue being 1700 gil- | k.. 
15 ders, or £155 per annum; ; punctually paid by the States $a 
of Holland, Being fixed j in his new charge, in addition, 7 

to his other literary attainments, he thought it his duty | ed 

ee the language of . in which Pro- fo 
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viledee had ſettled him: 155 to this he applies with 
ſuch Na and perſeverance that he could, in leſs 
chan a twelvemonth, not only read Dutch correctly, 
and converſe in it with eaſe, but e with 1 
fluency in Dutch or Engliſh, © 


25 
He enjoyed his amiable and excellent ese little 


more than eighteen months. The only ftrife they ever 
knew, was the ſtrife of patefnal and filial tenderneſs. 
It was Charles's ſtudy and delight to ſoothe, to relieve, 
to cheer the old man's decline of life; it was Mr. 
0 Longueville' s pride and j joy to encourage, to introduee, 
10 recommend, to exalt his youthful colleague and ſue - 
4 ceſſor; and as a mark of affection he bequeathed him 
books from his library, to the value of OP PI 
- of Mr. Nicolſon's own ſelection. 


On the death of Mr. Longueville, Mr. Nicolſon 


27 The: of courſe, to the firſt charge of the Britiſh 


Church, with an additional ſtipend of five hundred 


- 


gilders. And thus, in the courſe of not many months, Th 


was my' friend tranſlated from obſcyrity, penury, and 


la this envigble ſtate, about ſeven years of cndifidrb= 


a garret in Smithfield, to reſpectability, wealth and 
* uſefulneſs in Amſterdam; and he who had borne ad- 
| verſity undepreſſed, and ſubmitted to poverty without 
loſing dignity, roſe into diſtinction and e 
| without pride or ſelf-ſufficiency, © + | | 


| ed tranquility rolled quietly away; and, excepting the 
ſoeiety of a few friends, whom he dearly loved, and 

0 FR with equal cordiality repaid his affection, honeſt 

| | "Ge TR 
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- Ghirles: e every ting chis world. could how. 
And thus, without ſtrife, happy, and making! happy, 


. he purſued the noiſcleſs. tenor of his way? till ihe 
| "up 2781, when the rupture took deen dae Great- 
. 1 Britain and Holland; a rupture which involved, 22 
mong its other conſequences, the comfort and inde- 


pendence of the unfortunate ſubject of theſe. memoirs... 


From the period that England and Holland became 


vival and hoſtile maritime powers, the Dutch have em- 


dmDRluopedagainſt their enemies not only the thunder of 


vaval artillery, but the more tremendous ordnance of 
_ devotional: execration. Acchſtomed in their creeds 
eoolly to confign about. hineteen twentieth parts of 
the human race to the bottomleſs pit, it is not to be 
wondered at, if, in the moment of rage, they ſhould 


devote a bitter foe to hell and deſtruction. A dreadful : 


anathema agai inſt England had been compoſed, in order 


to be uſed in churckes, on eyery return of hoſtility be- 5 
tween the two nations, and was de voutly addreſſed to 


7 the God of mercy,, every. returning Lord's day, by 
5 men in black cloaks and ſtarched bands, in aid of men 
5 n long trouſers with lighted matches in their bands. 


It had gow ſo quietly. and harmleſſiy flumbered and 
Aept for upwards of a century, that it was conſidered as 


: dead and buried; when lo, the ſudden departure of Sir 
1 5 Joſeph Yorke from the Hague, and the capture of St, 
= Euſtatius, re- animated its aſhes: and the Burgo-ma- 
| Siſterial mandate enjoined every pulpit through the 
united Provinces to reſound with curſes upon curſes. 
: kia 
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epainſt poor old England! The terrible teivn ion 
was laid on Mr. Nicolſon, among ihe reſt. 1 a 


Was full of “ the milk of human kindneſs.“ He 
would at any time have gone a mile round rather than 


cruſh a worm that might crawl in bis path. He had 
no idea of curſing any perſon or thing Whatever. 
What then was it, to think of curſing that dear land | 
where his heart was depoſited, and all thoſe dear friends 


. who were the conſtant ſubjects of his daily oriſons ? 
He would have forfeited the triple mitre, rather than do 


ſack a violence to all that was human in him. He well 


. knew the conſequence; but firmly rejected the injunc - 


Lion, Dutch phlegm” knows not what it is to relent; 


. - wn Batavian reſolves, though tardy, are deciſive, ' A 
pair of ſhoes and ſtaff, the Belgie ſummons to depart, 


were preſently at Mr. Nicolſon's' door; and he had 
the pleaſure of > pa A: his "GR s Ambaſ- 


 fador to England. „ 02 lag ne 


And thus, by a jerk of the Fs . was a | 


- Minifter of. the Britiſh Church at Amſterdam,” in the 


very prime of life, hurled from the zenith of ' eaſe and 
"affluence, caſt afreſh on the wide world, and redueed 


to that poverty out of which he had ſo 'providentially 
emerged,” But his conſcience was clear, his eonſtitu- 
tion ſound, his friends numerous; and he bore his 
diſaſter like a man, a philoſopher, a chriſtian. Having 

| "never married, and being, from his youth up, trained 
in habits of frugality, he had been able to ſave a con- 

1 dderable e of "BE revenue, He. could. live on 
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little, Os es with i it 3 1 in London he again 5 
found all he either wanted or wife. 


„ Among other acquiſitions of value, made in Holland, 
the friendſhip of a gentleman already mentioned, Sir 
Joſeph Yorke, afterwards Lord Dover, was not the. 
leaſt. Mr. Nicolſon's qualifications could not e- 
ſeape the diſcernment of o exc:llent a judge of merit, 
and could not be diſcerned without conciliating ſa - 
vour. Sir Joſeph honoured him for the ſacrifice which | 
he had made, ſympathized with him under his depreſ- 
fion, aud was animated with a ſincere deſire to do him 
ſervice. © But what intereſt he had was limited to the 
ſphere of the Church of England, and Nicolſon W345 
not of that deſeription. Tired, at length, of languiſhy 
- Ing out his beſt days, idle, unemployed; having no pa- £1 
© tronage, and therefore no proſpec᷑t of a ſettlement, in FO 
+ Scotland, he began ſcriouſly to reflect on Sir Joſeph's 
reiterated advice to conform, and take orders in the 
Church of England. Reflection produced reſolution, 
and ſoon after his epiſcopal re-ordination, he was ap- 
pointed Chaplain to the Turkey Company, and to his | 
Ne e Ambaſſador at Conſtantinople. . 
This was, indeed, going into exile, but an 8 
0 ehe It was otium, but cum dignitate. His ap- 
pointments were liberal, the duties of his ſtation eaſy 
' and pleaſant, He was a member of Sir Robert Ain- 
- lie's family; he breathed in claſſic air, and trod on 
claſſic ground; and Nicolſon found himſelf in his ele- 


mont. Not ug confined to a rigid teſidence, be 
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5 8 frequent 2 ſhort rambles, in every direction 
: | 5 round Byzantium. Again he applied ſucceſsfully: to 


tte ſtudy of the language of the country. Habits of 
_ © exconomy, had they been yet to learn, would now have 
been forced upon him, for he had no opportunity of 
ſpending money, and every year he lived was making 
proviſion for ſome future year, ſhould ſome other re- 
verſe, perad venture, toſs him « once more on the bound- 

n e OS ole = we en | ; | 


— — "Ig — to 10 his foſter gurl, : 
| When Avis ſnould in his old limbs lie une. 
er e age in x corners pt 4 
» 7 | 1 


But theſe x were + ati in b Pee gra- 
5 clouſiy ſpared him. It had long been an object of de- 
fire with him to ſtroll over the plain of Troy, with 


Homer in his hand; and few men were more qualified _ ; 


to have made ſuch an excurſion, with equal pleaſure and 
| advantage. I ſee him, with my © mind's eye, tra- 
1 eing che current of the Simois and Scamander; weigh- 
ing every particle of venerable duſt; meaſuring the 
| CUiftances of ill-fated Ilium from Ida, from Tenedos. 


Hic Dolopum manus : hic ſevus tendebat Achilles: 
Claſſibus hic locus : hic acies certare ſolebant. 
2 ; Vi RGIIL. 


A a preparation kin this claſſical banquet, he had 
 whetted his appetite in the air of the far-famed iſles of 
the Egean ſea, In order to travel with more comfort, he 
had aſſumed a dreſs better adapted to an Afiatic climate. 
0 But his habitof . now n to corpulency, and 


never 


3 x ,” — 


gs _-xvpreton/ro; arne t, . 
never baving been accuſtomed to 'rake exceftve cafe | 


Þis perſon, he enpoſecdhit, ones 260 often, to an ãnelement 


Tky; the noon-tide ſun ſmote him; the frver quickly 
. pervaded- the maſs of blood, in à region where diſeaſe 
makes ſhort work with the patient; and, in twenty+ 


Four Hours frem hik being - nttacked,” the ſpirit: of 


Charles To: to join the/ 1 1 N 9225 zuſt men made 


per feck. 9 ao „ 4 4 IF #; ; 14.44 3 SY DETOT 11 * 
The 8 of this ſhort memoir of 2 "than" I a 


dear}y loyed, has ſomex hat tended to alleviate the afflic- 
tion of chis Joſs,'...It-; will perhaps be no unacceptable 
preſent to his numerous friends | in Scotland in Lon- 
don; in Holland, in the Eaſt; apd it will conyey to 
thoſe, Ehe baer him not, a faiot ſketch, of one, of;the 
molt innocent, ren wer 8, amigble. of 
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EX OD Us Xi. I 9, „ 10. 3523 


| 7 Aud tion alt Heu thy fin,” in that day, faying, | 
"= = Thi is done becauſe of that which the CO did 
10 ne, when T came forth out of Egypt.” 2 5 


A it hall be for a fign . 

and for memorial between thine eyes; that the 

* LORD's law may be in thy mouth ; far with'g 

= frong hand _ the: ST 3 en . 
| Thos at hier 12 thi 2 in 1 e, a 


* f * * 
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| HE © es of this paſſage of Scripture | 
to the deſign of our preſent meeting is 
1 obvious.” s refers to a very memorable interpo-— 
ſition of Providence! in behalf of the Children f 


14 


9 
Y 


- Urael: and We are. aſſembled to commemorate 


an event of. fimilar importance to Great-Britain. 5 
e in poſſeſſion of TUG of promiſe, muſt 


N f 1 | remember 


\ » 
. * * 8 } 
N 4 * 


5 - 96 | on COMMEMORATING — 3. 
| nmr their diſtreſs in Egypt, and their deli- . 


verance: And Britons, in the full enjoyment. of 


religion and liberty, reflect on the danger which 
once threatened both, with the pleaſure and the 
gratitude which flow from the recollection of +4 


danger . Ton diſappointed, and FORTE ; 


exceeded. 4 


0 - 


_ tyranny, and Iſrael's releaſe, was, in a ſon of 
Abraham, not only diſgraceful, but criminal. 
Joſeph was now dead: And there had ariſen a 
new king over Egypt, who knew not Joſeph. 
A total change of meaſures enſued. Iſraelites 
were no longer conſidered, and treated, as favour- 
ite gueſts, but as odious and deſpiſed ſlaves. 
: They were made to ſerve with rigour. The full 
quantity of labour was exacted, while the neceſ- 
ſary materials were withheld : Inſult was added 
to cruelty. The royal mandate doomed every 
Tnale-child to deſtruction; the ſweeteſt fruit of 
ö conjugal endearment was turned into gall. Life 
was fo embittered that it became a burden. If 
| ſuch woe could be heightened, it was heightened, 
by the ſeverity of hope deferred; and by repeat- 
'ed efforts tõ ſhake off the yoke, which had proved 


" ineffectual. "They were in Ppofteffion of a divine 


us ö e 


. PAP that rate hich n 
brought t to remembiance the downfal of Egyptian 1 
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e in their favour, which ſeemed far fron * 

accompliſhment ; and 0 of a promiſe of Peace, 

of liberty, of a country, whit was not likely to 

be realized: Their Portion was mit Rer. their Ae 5 

3 4” 1 
But the time to favour Gop 's aMficted See, | | 

and people at length arrived. The Loy. him- 5 

ſelf gives the word; the Lozp himſelf appears; 

all Nature flocks to his ſtandard; every element 

engages in his cauſe. Stroke after ſtroke is inflict- 

ed: by an army of frogs and of flies, the ſtrength 

of Egypt i is broken, and the pride of Pharaoh daſh- 55 

ed to the ground. At laſt, in one dreadful night, 

by one awful blow of JEHOVAH' s out-ſtretched” 


arm, the blood of ten thouſand innocents is aven-—ꝛm 

ged: the firſt-born overall Egypt fall ; ; compliance : 

18 enforced ; "os 2 75 is SONS; Irael is . 

led. 1 „ 

"To preſerve the memory of this great delhi” 8 1 a 

3 of ance, Gop was pleaſed to inftitute the ordinance ' | — 
Life - of the paſſover: and the ceremonies attending tze 
1 celebration of it, were intended ſtrongly to affect 
ned, and impreſs the minds of that generation ; 3-and to —- 
cat- engage attention, and rouſe a ſpirit of enquiry in.  * 
ved all future ages. They were: deſigned to furniſh . js ' 
vine parents, to the lateſt e with "the nobleſt en hel 
tion V ED "= and _- EN "of 
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| 7 Mart: to heir 15 
ug ot Uſeful knowledge ; W x: 
F umen te 0 8 to love 
n the ; at fume day on Ah NS | 
that the aged might not become 

$ a eee ander afanc- 
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Hare us wilt the proſpett. 3 e $0 the 
dene, not Egypt, From the dangers, | the diſ- | 
the deliverances, and the” duties of Ha- 


tos, | let us tum tothe coplideration of our own. 
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Iritaihh, an argument argument, of a 
the 950 b Mme ignorance, „or the moſt con, 


n tile indifference, To know them with a heart 
nk. indled by the. hallowed flame of patriotic Jove, | 
Ii to be dead to.the fineſt, nobleſt; and moſt ho- 
nourable feclings of our nature. JO know 3 
and to glow at the xrecolle&tion of them, without 
big the glory and the praiſe. of all, to that 
_ Gop, who alone hath dane for us great 1 
to be chargeable with the groſſeſt impiety, and 
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| whatever 2 . eee us as | 
our perſonal rights, our public liberty, © our . 
=_ privileges al, all pou von our one 5 


bel 1 It F. * TX 
Wr are afſembled, ee and Pate 
to celebrate the auſpicious, the Barer acceſſion.of * 
© Muſtricus houſe of Hangyer, to the Throns: £255" 
of theſe' united Kingdoms: au æra which has 4 
, proved A plentiful ſpring of bleflings innumerable, 
* not to them only, but to Europe, but to mankind, 
duting a period of more than threeſcore* years, oy, 
We are aſſembled to celebrate the great, the im- 
3 portant, the eventful day, when the chief corner | * 
fone was placed of chat fair, that welle propurtion - 
ed, that majeſtic, that venerable ſtructure; the - 
Fa of which had been collecting and prepay». 
ing through many ages; Whoſe dimenſions were 
marked out, and whoſe foundations were hid, * 
the Revolution; whoſe walls and columns roſe in 
beauty, in ſtrength, and in oomely proportion, un- : 
17785 the government of William III. whoſe ſplen - 
dor dazzled the world, during one ln . - © 
-  Freceeding reign; and whole high towers-tottered "2 
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8 afſemblg "Rs e the day, 
which gave birth to the eldeſt hope of this great 
realm: "And propitious | be jt to the generation 
| ings .y : we! in in the moſt affectionate 
© wiſhes 400 fervent prayers for length of days, ab 
mer ins proſperity. to HIM; under whoſe mild 


F 


8 from year to year.” Britons! are all o boi 

T | mindful 18 al 6ur youth informed, of what God 
dus at ſundry times, and in divers manners per- 
| Ms. | formed in behalf of ' theſe' nations Or are there 
= - 3 to ———— no won 
WY ct and unexpectec interpoſitions of Providence 
- 5 I to be marked; + no:miraculous deliverances to be 
1 n O chame! Indignation ! attempts 
mere mad, attempts almoſt fucceſal,—arc they 
3 forgotten? to make Britons ſerve with rigor; to 
. orcas chains about their free · born necks; 

. ain their manly ſpirit to fetter conſcience; 

De their ſturdy. knees to a pc piſh idol. And 
this, not in a foreign land, an houſe of bondage: 
in uch a caſe, dire neceffity, the hard, the heayy _ 

| hand of 1 might have broken the mind to 
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8 


E 1 the ſufferance of 1 it: but at. home, in the inheri- 
tance of their fathers an inheritance purchaſed, 


defended, tranſmitted at the expence of blood, — 


b 

1 the blood of valour, of liberty, of wiſdom, of 
= virtue: And this, not by a foreign tyrant, bx 
4 unknown deſpots; 3. but by thoſe whom office 
1 place and ſtation, whom duty. and 1ntereſt, called 
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4 . 
HOW 


. 


* 


— > upon to be x nurſing fathers, and nurſing, ! mothers'” | 
* to their native land. And this, not in the rage 
® | | of victory, not in the pride of triumph, not in the 
n jünſolence of acquired ſuperiority; but in the ma- 
4” | Vgnant gloom of OTIS, but i in the fullen- | 
„ 5 | _ nels of revenge. | 

* I call upon you, 3 countraaens - | 8 re- 
br. 1 flet upon theſe things. I call upon you, fathers, 
e. WH to inftru& your children in theſe things. With 
dp; the riſing Iſraelites, they will perhaps, be ſaying to 
ts you, What is this?“ Why. do you obſerve the 
5 twelfth of Auguſt ? I chall endeavour, in the ſpi- 
o mt of the text, to affiſt you in giving, ſomewhat 
$5 more at large; an anſwer to theſe queſtions,” And, 
*; in fo doing, it ſhall be my ſtudy, to ſpeak of 
4 7 © things as they are, neither extenuating any TOOK 
[4 nor ſetting down aught in malice. . 

3 Jou wiſh to know, my ſon, why, 1 a. 
24 | this is day to joy and praiſe: Liſten attentively to 
— | „ = | 
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What 1 thats relate, and then judge what reaſon 5 
Gov has given me, and theſe lands, to addrefſs =- 
his throne with ſongs of thanksgiving. That 'you WM -/ 
may the better caniprehend, and tie more de-t 
voutly feel the intereſting event of which this is 5 
the anniverſary, it may be neceſſary to lead your 
attention to the ſituation of this country during a 
Period of about thirty years preceding it, and to 
the tranſactions which gave riſe to, 1 are more 
immediately connected 8 : 


« Know then, that a e ago, your . 5 
tive country had the infelicity to be governed by 14 
a prince of a licentious and difipated character, -1 
Charles II. who came to the throne in circum- | F 
ſtances peculiarly. favourable to his perſonal and = 
domeſtic proſperity, as well as that of the King - : : k 
dom; but who during the whole courſe of a reign | . 
1 of twenty-five” years, through miſapprehenſion, 5 d 
| Perverſeneſs, or neglect, purſuing the private and Wl 
_ feparate intereſt of the fovereign, diſregarded that + 
of the tate, and thereby. facrificed both the one 5 
and the otter. He is ſaid to have poſſeſſed much 8 
good / nat ure, and yet by his authority he patro- HT 
nized and encouraged the cruelty of others. 75 
He was cold to all religion; and, perhaps, except 15 
in his own e not an . to the . 5 0 
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of his country, yet permitted its harmleſs profeſ· 5 
ſors to be diſcouraged, obſtructed, perſecuted. 
Engroſſed i in the purſuit of pleaſure, he attended 
| little to the duties of his ſtation. Unjuſtifiable 
attachment, ill-judged partialities, 1nveterate pre- 
Vie indolence of temper, and i ignorance of the _ 
proper arts of government, led him to form foreign 
Connections, inconſiſtent with his own · honour 
and dignity, and deſtructive to his people. Hence 
the nation was repeatedly reduced to great diſ- 
treſs, involved in diſgrace, and threatened with : 
ruin. But, through, the goodneſs of Providence, | 
| while the corrupted manners and the pernicious 
politics of the court were wickedly employed 
to weaken and diſſolve the OO. lee BY 
public virtue preſerved. i it.” | 7 


The next heir to the crown was, iter 
determined and inflexible adherent to the Church 
of Rome; ; whoſe ſpirit breathes nothing but 
| hoſtility to the moſt valuable rights and privileges 


of mankind. Britain had every thing to fear 


from the ſucceſſion of ſuch a prince. The hor- FF 
rors of a fortner Popiſh reign occurred to the 
minds of men. Freemen and Proteſtants, ap- 
| palled at the thoughts of priſons rebuilt, of fines 
7 NGO, of e revived, of fires rekindled, : 
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for the puniſhinent of thoſe whom. Popery might ; 


| deem heretics, had united in vigorous efforts for the 


© excluſion of the Duke of York, But through the 


partiality of the reigning monarch” to his brother, 


not improbably to his brother's principles, theſe | 


_ juſt and generous efforts ſucceeded not. Ac: 


©  cordingly on the death of Charles in 1685, James 


mounted the throne. What enſued? Vehement 
roteſtations of a determined reſolution to main- 


: 115 the' eſtabliſhed government, both in chureh 
and ſtate, were made: Meaſures ſubverſive 


of che conſtitution, were adopted and purſued, 
| Revenues were levied by royal authority, with- = 
out deigning to aſk, or wait for, the concurrence 
gf parliament. Royalty with all its enſigns, and 
in the face of the fun; went in ſolemn proceſſion to 
join in the illegal, and abhorred ſervice of the maſs. 
A meſſenger was diſpatched to Rome to proſtrate | 
the majeſty of England at the feet of the Pope; 
and meaſures were concerted. for the folemn re- 
admiſſion of this Proteſtant kingdom into the 
boſom of the Roman - Catholic Church. A power 
of diſpenſing with the laws of the land, was 
© claimed and exerciſed. Military tyranny was 
encouraged and ſupported: The Britiſh ſeat - 
of juſtice was converted into a Spaniſh tribunal 


ol inquiſition ; An inhuman Jefferies finiſhed 


4 
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eee + NATIONAL 3, ass ks. tog 
. He korrid ſcene of blood | which a ſavage Kirke 
had begun. Neither age, nor ſex, nor innocence; _ 
could ſave thoſe, whom a cruel, Were g : 
— unrelenting court had reſolved. to deſtroy.” 
„ Tie: ; unhappy kingdoms lay ert 
3 almoſt three years, at the feet of a  ſanguinary 
prince, whole tender mercies were cruelties. Pro- 
teſtants of every denomination, without regard 
KF to any other diſtinction, endured all that e 
could dictate, or revenge inflict.” | Fn 


ö . 7 — cc It 8 ſhock humanity, and excite Went ⸗ 
went, at the diſtance of ninety years elapſ⸗ 


ede, to enter into a particular detail of the 5 


1 jo cenormities which disfigure this period of Britiſh 
. *  hiftory. It is the painful and diſguſting province 
; of the hiſtorian, to deſcribe them at large; and 
: you have heard enough, my young friend, to 


| „ rouſe up all that 18 virtuous and manly in you. Fr 
8 © Happily, the court was too violent, and the 


# f nation too ſpirited, to admit of a long continu- 1 
a ance of ſuch ſcenes. The inſulted genius of an 

12 5 injured people at length awoke to juſt vengeance, 

” : and ſpeedily exhibited an example, formidable 

5 to violence and tyranny, highly honourable to.” 
A | the actors in that 1 85 ou and. to their . : : 
" | e | . 1 

ng ow : 
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* Now one hundred and fix years. | 
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| country, een to "virtue, « and inftruftive 


e Men of all W a” denominations ; = e 5 


v nt the church, the army; conformiſts; 
diſſenters; the city, the country, filled with 
indignation, reſolved to reje& the gloomy: and 
bigotted tyrant, who had dated to trample upon 
the deareſt rights, the hereditary privileges of 


Britons. ' Wearied out with ths; perſevering vio- : 
| lence and oppreſſion of a court, which no ſub- 


_ miſſion could mollify, no intreaties could bend, 
no terrors but thoſe of ſuperſtition could inti- 
midate, and no teacher but experience could 


inſtruct, the Nation, as one man, looked for ſfuc- 


cour, to a neighbouring prince, whoſe conſort 


Was the apparent heixeſs of the crown, and the 
darling object of Britain's fondeſt hopes and 
wishes, and who himſelf poſſeſſed wiſdom and 
virtue, and was attended with a ſucceſs, which 


have long, and deſervedly, been the favourite 


theme of Britiſh tongues and pens. He engaged - 
in the generous deſign of aſſiſting an injured 


and inſulted people. Providence ſmiled on the 
e and he proſpered James, who had 
made himſelf obnoxious to all, was now de- 
ſerted of all; his timidity, in flying from danger, 


equalled his former ſtupidity in geſpiſing it, Hav- 
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ing no reſource in the affections of his ſubjects, 1 
in the approbation of his own mind, nor in the 
ſupport of Heaven, he precipitately abandoned | 


2 throne, which he could. not fill with wiſdom and 


' honour ; and the heroic William received from 


the hands of a gallant and grateful people, that 


crown which the violent and e James : 


had ſhaken from his own head.” 


* Fr rom this memorable. period, diſtinguiſhed, in 


, 


Che annals of Britiſh hiſtory, by the name of Ta: 


Rxvoruriox, the nation poſſeſſed of wiſdom 


and virtue, to form and to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of 


government favourable to liberty and happineſs, 
began to enjoy the ſweets of it. 


To render | 


this enjoyment complete, it became DECEAry 


to provide a ſecurity againſt future evils, | of 
the ſame nature with that which had been ap- 
plied as a remedy to the paſt. The ſecuritj 
Propoſed and effected, was a law which entirely, 


and for ever, excluded from all hape of ſucceſſion 


to the crown, the popith poſterity of the exiled - 


ſovereign ; ; and which ſettled it, in favour of the 


Proteſtant family of Hanover, whole right of 5 


blood was indiſputable ; 5 whole religion, being 


that of the nation, warranted the continuance of: 
this invaluable bleiſng; and whoſe character for 
e wiſdom ; and enten 5 promiſed that 
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publi yy, ew: on Fe Ros ys | NEO 
ply realized. 1 1 
"ff Toward- 5 W cn of RTE Aline" 8 a 2 
rei ign, the tempeſt gathered again, and threatened mw 
the public tranquility. The happy ſettlement of 8. 

the ſucceſſion, which King William had ſo anxi- © 
ouſly labouted to eflabliſh, was brought into - 
imminent danger. Thoſe ' Miniſters who. had "i 
ſteadily and uniformly exhibited a regard to Re- RT 
- volution principles, that i is, to the civil and re- 5 
| Hgions rights of mankind; and who had ſerved 1 
che eeen faithfully. and ſucceſsfully for ſeveral | bel 
os years, were now diſmiſſed ; and their &f 
places were filled by men of a very different ſpirit, WM V: 
who, againſt the declared ſenſe of the nation, 5 
conceived the fatal deſign of ſetting aſide the ſuc- ſe 
ceſſion, and of calling back to the throne, upon 0 
the Queen's demiſe, the rejected ifſue of the o- 
f tyrait. What were then, Britons, Chri- i 
tians, Proteſtants, What were then your feelings? 0 
What were then your fears ? Some are yet alive to 5 52 
tell, and to ſhudder at the horrid recollection. It 72 
— Hs Gop in his great mercy again to interpoſe, N my 
anch to diſperſe. the thick cloud.” He brought Ly 
about the Revolution, by employing men as his EH 
infiraments ; but, here, He took the great work, Na 
e into his ow. ſha 0p; The Lozp, who e ; 

N denovelil ä 


ab? night flee ann GronsR N and n, 
ou turned into joy.” 5 


joice in this event. They had diſtinguiſhed them- 
ſelves by their zeal and activity, in the ſettlement - 
of the ſucceffion in favour of the preſent Royal 


was framed, and, after a vehement ſtruggle, a 


% * 
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| — kings, and ſetteth up kings, who cauſeth | 
the vrath of man to praiſe him, and  reftraineth the 


remainder thereof, He end forth his awful mef- 


ſenger, death; the breath departs ; the throne is 


vacated ; the. half-finiſhed deſign evaporates into oY 
empty air; the much to be remembered firſt af Dh. 
\ , Auguſt dans upon the Britiſh Ifles ; the ſhades 


Bu Proteſtant diſſenters had peculiar reaſon to re- 


Family ; z they were, to a man, determined to 5 


maintain it; they had thereby rendered them- 


ſelves peculiarly obnoxious toa Jacobitiſh miniſtry, _ . 
who were. endeavouring to alter it. Reſentment 


Bu had already marked them out for ane 3 
"nay, the attack was actually begun. A Bill 


breathing cruelty and revenge againſt Diſſenten „ 


"bout a month before the Queen s death, paſſed k | ; 1 


| into a law. The alarm was general, che f.. 
Pioaching diſtreſs great? no deliverer appeared, F 
Mark again, and adore the wonder-working hand” _ 1 
of heaven! On the iſt of Auguſt, this vindie- 
9 Hs aft 1 was bas have taken n place: and that very 
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my and the avenger, plucked the ſting from the 
oppreſſive ſtatute, and defeated its malicious in- 
tention. If, then, Proteſtant diſſenters ſuffered ſo 


ſeverely, and had ſo much greater diſtreſs to fear, 
under a female and a Proteſtant adminiſtration f 


high prerogative Principles, what had they not to 


_ opprovend and to ſuffer, if God, in his diſpleaſure, x 
| ſhould have permitted a male tyrant, trained up in 


the deſpotiſm of France, and the bigotry of Rome, 
 inheriting his father's prejudices, and actuated by 
family reſentments, to mount the throne of theſe 


kingdoms? Who muſt have fallen the firſt vic- 
tims to the fury of ſtern James's poſterity ? Thoſe 
ſurely, who were moſt active in bringing about the 


Revolution, and in preſerving the Proteſtant ſuc- 


ceſſion. Had the horrid deſign proved ſucceſsful, 
they, they would have been marked out for ſignal 


vengeance. Had the wicked ſcheme of Anne's 
laſt Miniſtry been matured, or their counſels re- 
mained united, or the Queen's life prolonged— 


- gracious Heaven | inſtead of aflembling, as at this 
day, under the countenance and protection of 


civil Government, to worſhip Go according to 
our conſciences, and to expreſs our mutual con- 
gtatulations and ſatisfaction, we might have been 


 Kulking in corners, venting our complaints in ſi- 


„% lent 


nue J- : 


day, FE it lent the great Ruler of all events, ter- 
minated Queen Anne's life, confounded the ene- 
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lent fears, ſhodklig the eye of bütmahity PF 
| torments, rainting the air with our mangled limbs, 


* - 


or, ſtill more ſhocking, committing ſuch barba- 
rities as nature recolls at, upon our fellow creatures. 
Therefore, we obſerve the twelfth of Auguſt, be- 


 eauſe that on it Gp was graciouſly pleaſed to 


ſcatter the thunder-impregnated cloud, which was 
ready to burſt on this Nation, by ſending us a wiſe 
and a moderate Prince to reign. over us, the rule 
of whoſe conduct was law, not paſſion; and be- 


cauſe He has given,” and promiſes to continue, a : 

ſucceſſion of Princes, of the ſame ſpirit, as of the | 
fame Blood. Is not a tranquility of ſixty-three 
Tears“, worthy the commemoration of a few 


hours ? While that tranquility is lengthened out, 


1 not the annual acknowledgment of it, our ho- 


nour and privilege, as well as our duty? Let us 
meaſure our gratitude by our danger and our de- 5 
liverance, and it will be the 7 1 not - 


one day, but of all the days in the Year.” 


«In the caſe of Iſrael in Egypt, you 1 
my Son, Gop interpoſed, by his command, to ſe- 


cure a perpetual remembrance, as he had before 


interpoſed, by his power, to reſcue from bondage. 


As your mercies are not inferior, let your gratitude 


beat leaſt equal. To uſe the beautifully expreffive 


MOOD. of Moſes on that occaſion, let this day's 


ſolemnity 
| * Now fourſcore, 
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| "be «: « bofor'a fign unto. thee 1 thine 


| hatd;” ke a ring worn in memory of ſome de- 
parted friend, ot in reſpect to one at a diſtance, or 
beloved; and for | 


out of affection to one greatly belg 
aà memorial between thine eyes, as a legible and 
diſtinct inſcription on a monumi 


may be in thy mouth, as the watch 


Io dear Vear to year.” ", 1 5 e 
Javing endeavoure 
the caſe would permit, to ſuggeſt an anſwer to the 


queſtion, which the young, the uninformed, or 
the ſtranger might put, on ſeeing us aſſemble to- 


gether at this feaſol; I ſhall employ the remainder 
of the diſcourſe, in attempting to juſtify; and to 
fecommend, our Practice, by ſhewing the utilityand 


vin ag ce of it, in a e . 5 858 reli ol 
8 view.” / a A RN TE NTP 233 : 


e The Sean and hy ben n 
of great events, is highly uſeful and important 
in a Political ht. In order to excel in any art or 
profeſſion; in order to make a man exert himſelf 
with vigour in any entelprize, and to give him de- 

| | ed blefling, a 1 arg 
of 


| on in the ehe 


pillar, com- 
nanding the attention as often as you frequent the 
place of public teſort ; 4 ©, That the LORD's law | 
h-word in the 
: camp. the ſign ee and the d of ſafety. 
Thou ſhalt therefore keep this onlinance in hi | 


d, Vith 68 Shack): lu as. 
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of. enthuſiaſim is abſolutely, neceflary : And no- | 
thing has a more direct tendeney to kindle, and 
keep. alive that ſpirit, than the ſocial intercourſt of - 
perſons embarked 1 in the ſame cauſe, united. by.e 
common intereſt, ſuffering the ſame calatiſities; 
or enjoying the ſatne benefits. Corhmutiication 4s 
the fuel of zeal. As united fires burn more yes . 
hemently, and = as iron ſharpeneth iton, ſo is 
the holy ardor of bee ace da up to a purer 
flame, and the ſpirit of friend ſhip whetted to Breatz 
er keenneſs and brightneſs;, by the, bleſſed intet- 
change of animated looks, acceptable words; and 
ſocial employments. Who has not obſetved, o . 
has not felt the celeſtial fire, quick as the ſtroke of 5 
klectricity, or the lightning's flah, dart from 
ſoul to ſouls while men were engaged in the fate 
acts of devotion,” or even in partaking of the inno- 
cent, convivial delights of a ſocial, temperate 


meal, which brought to their remembiance ſome 


amiable friend, ſome common benefactor, or ſome 
public deliverance? Andie not the union and 
the ardor of her 1 the glory wh: the Rrength 1 
ol a Nation? ir Dee vc 
The very 8 af patriotic Ja : 
x not praiſe-worthy, are at leaſt pardonable. 1 
could with all my countrymen to believe, that 
their Iſland is, by far, the fineſt in the world; 


an Fe of s Wernm 
ci 8 _ their ſhips and fortreſſe 


c 1 * n * n 
" 4 * NES 0 
ee UT bt ; s 24 4 5 65 
4 N 5 35 
— 8 / 
SY Ns A * 2 8 8 n 
8 oy D 2 Fa e 1 
% * SE LIES 5 3 
X 7 A iu - 
; . 7 9 1 X 
/ 8 
T5 
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ent the beſt; their rivers and 
„ their admirals 
als, their ſeamen and ſoldiers; far ſu- 
: pda the ſame kind, in any other coun- 
wt 8 For the belief of theſe things, actually makes 


them ſuch. I could eren wiſh it to be believed, 


| that Providence is more propitious to us than to 

dur adverſaries, nay, than to our neighbours; for 
ſiuch perſuaſion makes Providenc 

= Hg eſor 


dee eee ac- 


on of ee W the: time 


The dk thi: 1 * 8 TORE with a 
e eee on Chriſtianity*, which attempts to 


5 ; SET MO NINE wa with eee and 


5 % 


in my apprehenſion, is not warranted by 


1 the une of human nature, nor the con- 
cluſions of right reaſon, nor the genius of the Goſ- 
pel. This modern refinement would repreſent the 
ſpirit of patriotiſm, the love of one pa 


try, as too narrow and illiberal to conſiſt with the 
comprehenſive, the generous, the benevolent re- 


Ve of Jeſus Chriſt. The world is held up, by it, 
as our e and 5 e as our fellow 
i 'S e eee, 
166]. 1 . snes Jennings Trad. 


* 


eſorted unto, and confided in, and 
1 nces already wrought, while thiy produce 
gratitude upon the recollection, lay, at the ſame 


f time, a 100 
85 " come. 
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3 citizens. The heart rejects this idea; . 
and BU who madeit, taught it toglow with affecti N „not e 
irals WU for the globe, but for Athens, for, Rome, rr i 

]eruſalem, for Britain; and to rejoice, at meeting , 
not with a man, but with a friend, a country- 
man, a fellow citizen. Reaſon acknowledges. 

not, for reaſon diſcovers, at one glance, that the 1 
World, and the whole human face, are objects „„ 

too vaſt for the mind to take in); and that every & - 
attempt to ſtretch it beyond what its texture, tt 
bear, diminiſhes its ſtrength, and renders it in- 
capable of exertion otherwiſe within its compaſs, 

The wiſe and the good of every age Aol. nation | 4 
© have; ranked the love of our country, among 1 

the firſt of virtues; and moſt of the ſplendid 5 = OY 

actions which adorn the hiſtoric page, and de- „„ 

light mankind, are derived from this ſource. 2 

Ts aſcribe ſuch a notion to the Goſpel, is doing 

it a manifeſt injuſtice, is a palpable miſappre e. 
fon, or miſrepreſentation of its Author, its nature 
and deſign. Jeſus Chriſt loved his country, and — : 
his countrymen, , "notwithſtanding. , their, cruelty, 

unnaturalneſs, and ingratitude to him: Witneſe 
| his particular and anxious concern about the l of. 
t re- Jeep of the houſe of Iſiuel: Witneſs his affecting 


y it, tears, and pathetic lamentation over the devote! „ 
low p metropolis of his country: Witneſs his charge 


was never” intended to eradicate? the” honeſt 


the vittuous feelings of Our " natiire; but to im- 
prove them. The Sa conſiders mas in . 
N önnen. 8 

kim objects within his reach 
fuited\o' his condition, and preſeribes rules of / 
conduct, which have reſpect to his ignorance,” his 
* ide his depreffion, as à limited creature: An 


angel of light, or a ſaint in glory, may be 1 1 


8 entertaining thoſe enlarged and comprehenſive - 


nn 


views: but in a being fo contracted and ſo im- 


fect as man upon earth, all juſt and uſeful ſenti- 
t; all proper and praiſe-worthy conduct; muſt 


r ee Within certain bounds. He muſt 


commence with the individual, he may in progreſs, 


Comprehend a a great multitude; but the law of his 
nature forbids him to ariſe to univerſality; The 


intenſeneſs of our affect ions, and the efficacy of 
them, muſt be in proportion to the number of 
their objects, and the extent of their ſphere. The 
World, and mankind, are ideas altogether in- 
diſtinct, and never can excite diſtinct, that is, 
vigorous, efficacious, uſeful emotions. The man 
who hath no country but the globe, and no fel- 
. but e has _ no Oy 
7. SE : ; at 
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: LAT and will hardly. be- a. tolerable citizen in : | 
© any: place. This refined. notion of patriotiſm . 


expands e over a ſurface much too lage 
for it to cover, and ſtretches it out to a.confiſtency, 


which its natural frame and ftrength wil not bears 


| like a piece of ſolid gold, beaten out into leaf, or 


f . into wire; what it gains in extent, it loſes 15 


in value and ſolidity: its uſe is totally changed, 


it is no longer a valuable and effectual inſtrument 


of commerce among men; it is only fit for gild- | 


7 ing, baubles, and glittering in the . 


Our object this day, my dear countrymen, is ; 


= 15 Le Gop, for his goodneſs to Great Britain: 


And your hearts, your underſtanding, - and your 


religion, (concur in calling you ta this divine em- 
ployment. You cannot but wiſh that this 
4 highly-fayqured land, . ſhould ſtill flouriſh. and 
| Proſper; that your poſterity ſhould have the 
Fax 

i and, as an expreſſion of this wiſh and deſire, 
vo have aſſembled, to ſtir up your own minds, 
by way of remembrance, and to put the riſing 
7 generation, upon enquiry, that they may learn 
: betimes to love, and reverence their country, to 

perform the duties which they owe to it, and to 
- bleſs Gop who has gen, it 323 the 
5 . 9 5 


which you poſſeſs, tranſmitted to them ; : 


3 
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2 . 1 
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| you have done an eſſential ſervice to your coun- 


try; for individuals are that to the ſtate, which 


Samſon's 1 celebrated locks were to him; his 


glory and is firength at once; each eilen / 
"air conftibiting its proportion of virtue, and 
tion "of value 


15 e Poſſefiug its prop 
| = conſideration. = © a oy „ 


II. Your practice, in the obſervance 1 he 
Twelfth of Auguſt,” Is defenſible, nay highly 


- commendable, in : A ebe as well as in a pulitical 
light. By what means did Gop ſa 


fe erring? By the Public and private virtues; by 
the 800d fenſe, the piety, the prayers, and the 
8 pirit: ted and ſtrenuous efforts Of your venerable 
anceſtors. The ſame means which were em- 
; ployed to fave i in the time of danger, muſt be em- 


ployed to preſerve, in the calmneſs of fafety 
and peace. A ſtate of tranquility ought not 
0 to be a ſtate of indolence and ſecurity. The : 


: arguments to vigilant, active virtue, are as ob- 
| vious, ſtriking and concluſive, as if there were 
apparent danger of an invaſion of our religion 

5 and liberties. By ee ihe mercies 


| oy | o conMunonAtiNG : ernor = 


* And' a} my friends,” vou ſhall not loſe 
: your reward ; your honeft endeavours ſhall ſuc- 

ceed: Andd if the breaſt of fo much as one ge 
nerous youth, be Kindled into the ſacred flame, 


e thelt Na- 
: tions, at the periods to which we have deen re. 
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of Gop, and. the diſtinguiſhed ith, of good 


men, you, in effect, exhibit the moſt powerful 
motive to the ſtudy of wiſdom and goodneſs. 
By teaching men to love their country, you di- 


rectly inculcate u pon them the practice of every 


5 private and public virtue. Indeed I know but of 
one way, in which the generality have it in 
their power to render eſſential public ſervice; and 


to diſcover a real ſpirit of patriotiſm. It is to 


look well to one particular citizen; to er 


the vices, to improve and increaſe the virtues 


of a certain individual, to whom every one has 
continual acceſs ; ; with whom he may, whenever 
he pleaſes, become throughly acquainted; over 
whom he poſſeſſes no ſlender degree of influ- 
ence; Who has a great deal in his power; and 


whoſe power he may at any time call forth into 


exerciſe. You, will eaſily perceive I am not go- 


ing to mention a prince, nor a miniſter of ſlate. 


In truth, my friend, this great, this conſequen- | 
tial perſon, is no other than yourſelf. On you, 
and you, and you, the fate of your country de- 
/ pends ; on you, it depends, whether Great-Bri- 
tain is to recover any of her glory which may 
| have de parted, and preſerve what till remains, - 


} 


and acquire new ſplendor: Or whether ſhe is to 


: ſink. in 2 ccumulated ſhame and diſtreſs, involving 
in her ruin, her guilty, inconſiderate, degene 


7 mted 


8 
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ted childr n, who efuſed to deny: the "things "il 
Es” whi h eee to their peace, til they were for- 
1 ever hid from their eyes. Would you ſave your | 
country, be a good mah, If you ſucceed, v 
will have the conſolation to think that you have 
Lontributed your ſlender aid; if general cor- 
 ruption brings the wrath of heaven upon a ſin- 
ful land, yau will at leaſt have the ſatisfaction 
to reflect, that you have borng a honeſt, though _ 
5 humble teſtimony to Gop and truth; and that 
'* - though you ſuffer in the public calamity, your 
5 inward peace cannot be broken, nor the!” virtues 
©. om holy life be taken away' from „„ 
7, 3 EE We reſerved for ate uit ald re- 
| finement ; for we have, in this ſentimental age, 
refinement in all ſciences ; it was reſerved for p 
modern ſagacity to diſcover, that profligacy and 
pattiotiſin were entirely conſiſtent; that the pub - 
lic man might be an object of reſpect and vene- 
ation, while the private character was an object : 
Fk juſt averſion, diſguſt and contempt. "Such 
, pernicious doctrine may go down with the pro- 
mee thernſelves, and be perhaps connived at by 
ſome of the better ſort, in the fierceneſs of con- 
tention, and the intoxication of party-rage'; but 
— happily for the world, it cannot impoſe on” man- 
| in n the calm an * e ki do the rag 
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* ſeſſion, and overwhelms it in merited Tale er 
ec an rer arking- „„ 


IM. That obſer n 


Je important in a religious view. They lead us 


: £ 


to God our maker and preſerver. They teach us 


nt and entire dependance upon Him. 


They mortify pride; they kindle, and keep alive 
the flame of gratitude and love. It was evidently. 
for theſe ends, that God was pleaſed to 3 


that ordinance to which my text refers. 


would have the operations of his hand ee 
obſerved, devoutly acknowledged, and faithfully 
recorded; that while his people remembered 
de were Iſraelites, and heirs' of an earthly 


Canaan, they might not forget their higber 


| chair, as cr ſi wine, that is an 
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The 155 of the Peg Provider" is, of all : 


pr the moſt pleaſing, and the moſt uſefull. 


ine” it 1 the underſtanding, it makes the : 
a 5 heart. 


of this FIRE are. - uſeful h 


e XAL, DELIVERANCES. 14 
_ oh; bee -ſublides, the. ſophiſtry appears, and 
PE no; ſooner appears, than it is rejected with pro- 
| ben indentien, for the i inſult it preſumes to offer 

i ng. For corrupted * | 

5 the a 756 tothe Ni eh its remaining good 
ſenſe and diſcernment, private vice ſooner or later 
; | _ proves a milſtone-about. 7s neck of public . pro 


= 


n Cie. 
8 bart better. From tlie parti. and iniperſett 
. given | of it, in paſt events and tranſactions, 
we are led forward in trembling hope, to the 
E confummation of the mighty plan, wen 
FW myſterious intricate chain, which we now be 
Hold only in ſeparate "links, in detached „ 
ments, ſhall be ſeen extended at full length; its - Roe 
5 intricacies unravelled, and the connection and de 4 : 
| ſever clearly diſcerned.” _ 
5 Relig gion alohe can dee the difficulties, n 5 Eh 
5 3 perplexities of hiſtory. If we advert a 
„ to ſecond cauſes; if we onfider the Revolu- 7 4 
. »,, Jutions which have taken place in human affairs 
— mme merely of human counſels, the ſtu. 
1 dy is altogether unprofitable and unſatisfactory; 
+ "the proſpe& is melancholy" and diſpleaſing. The 
whole is a vaſt chaos, a huge aſſemblage of indi- 
. geſted diſcordant materials, deſtitute of beauty | 
© and utility. Empires formed, flouriſhing, fal. 
- ng to pieces, as it were by accident, aſtoniſhingthe | 
world, now by their ſplendor, now by their ruins, „ 
till theſe very ruins are ſwallowed up, and they are a 
to be our inſtructor in the ſtudy of hiſtory if we are . 
impreſſed with the belief, that the Lord reigneth, 0 
1 that He who is 1 555 in e, 1 in frength | 5 
U 3 | 


WD 


3 "Dy degrees, the ill- proportioned mem- 
bers are reduced to their proper ſize, by being 


© Me „„ 
* - 1 < * 
; > Lk 


on eee roars beg 
mmand, and pervades the neee 


it to their proper place. Under the all · ſub- 


550 duing hand of Omnipotence, a void, formleſs, 
Jatring chaos, becomes a beautiful, majeſtic, har- 
monious world. Then our own place in this 
_ glorious fabric is conſidered with more attention, 
and improved to greater advantage : then the 
- hiſtory of our own country is ſtudied with greater 
x e and is productive of ſuperior benefit... 


Has Go» diſtinguiſhed us amidſt the 8 ? 


8 Has nature bleffed us in our infular ſituation; and 


x 


in our nearneſs to the moſt important continent on 


FL] the Globe? Has Providence watched over the for- 
ma tion and maturing of the conſtitution of our 
Civil Government? Are our religion and liberty 


ſecured to us, by every ſanction of law, by the 
watchful genius of the people, and by the guardi- 
an power of Heaven? And ſhall this queſtion, af- 


ter all, oppreſs us, Wherein are ye better than 
d others ! Can we ſtand the expoſtulation, which 

Sod employs in ſimilar circumſtance 

0 - -beoutiful-;-pllegory, - Thiah v. 1, 2, 3, 4+ My 


? 1n that 


e "IO a ENRON in 4 r . hall. 
Fs . = fs Aud 
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and it ſhall be eaten up: and brea 
thereof, and it ſhall be trodden dotun. Aud L will | 
| tay it waſte; it ſhall not be pruned uur digged, but 
lere ſhall come, up briers and thorns: I with alſo | 
. command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. . 
0 . prevent conſequences ſo fearful, let us return 


on 3% 
ered out the flones thereof, 


7 nay 2 unt ais dige vine, and built a 
Tower in the midi of it, and alſo made a 20me-prefs 
2A 5 therein ; und he looked that it uld br 
Au it brought forth wild grapes: And now," O in- 
 *  habitants of Jeruſalem, and men q, Judah, judge, 1 
' + | pray yon, betwixt me and my vineyard. "What cod 
© Have been done more to my vineyard, that-T have not | 
Aue in it Wherefore when I looked hut it fhould 
bring. forth grapes, brought it forth wild ' grapes ? 
Shall I repeat the ſequel? Hoping it may, by * 


ing forth grapes, 


blefling of God, prove an uſeful! warning, I will; 


Aud now goto; I will tell you voht — 


my vineyard'; I will take away. the hedge thereof, 
tk down the wall 


er to the Lord from whom we have revolt- 


| > hg let us break off our fins by righteouſneſs ; in 
cis ow day, let us conſider the things which be- 
long to our peace; before they are hid from our 
eyes. Does not an argument ariſe out of every paſ⸗ : 
. "age of our hiſtory, out of every privilege we enjoy, 
l of the ſervice of this 1 out of our preſent 
| 5 f = OF 85 cam - 
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Colts circum 
and ſerve bim better than we have done. - 
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P ſum up all in the : words of an elegant b 


Whilſt we glory i in the title of Engliſhmen and 
Britons, let us not forget that we ate to ſupport . 
-.the fall higher titles of Men and of Chriſtians. Let 
= us remember, that however teaſonable and 
: worthy it may be'ar preſent, to cultivate the more 
Private affeftions, the love of à 
lar ſociety, a country; yet the time will come, 
when all theſe partial affections, theſe narrow at- 
tachments ſhall be obliterated; when the godlike 
plan of Chriſtianity ſhall have its full effect, woen 
our heart ſhall be enlarged, and every boſom fil- 
led with univerſal benevolence. The time will 
3 come when all diſtinctions ſhall be forgotten, Hut”. 
thoſe. eternal diſtinctions of the virtuous and the 7 


1 PEG” 


wicked; and when the worthy and the good of all 


Nations ſhall be united e in eternal 
bonds of love.” 5 
ee Looking forward therefore to that time, 404 10 
with all the affection that becomes us for our own 


25 country, Joining all the benevolence that is due 
to e let us with the 0 Patriarch confeſs 


2 that | | 
| . Mr. 8 s 6 55 on the Anniverſary of. 
his Majeſty 8 e | 


amily, a particu- . 


of whicl 25 reals RG b fer 
off; and bei ; wit him perſuaded of them, „ 
V embracing them i in our e e us — 4 | m—_ 
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; r . HE republication of this tear bringe! power- 2 


- fully to my recollection the man to whom its 
firſt; appearance is principally « to be aſcribed, and to 


| awhoſe memory L take this opportunity of paying a 
| merited tribute of affection and reſpeRt. 1e 


Nr. TroMas WII Ing, late Capi in 1 1 


i ine 


Foultry, and, for many years, Chairman of the afloci- 


ated; Livery of London, was, at the date of this Ser⸗ 


mon, Treaſurer to the Morning Lecture, and indee 


| its life and ſoul. The miviſters engaged in it, twelve 
in number, were of various denominations, and differ - 


ed widely from each other in reſpect of religious ſenti- 


ment. Mr. HWellings, - while he maintained his own 
particular opinions with unaſſuming, firmneſs, always 


treated thoſe of others, who. differed: from him, with 
candor and deference. _ His attendance at the Lecture 


was punftual, whoever was the LeQurer : his atten: 


tion was in uniſon: with his punctuality, and the ſmile 
of benevolence irradiated his countenance, whether 
the doctrine delivered coincided with, or contradicted 
his own. ideas, 3 5 
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Lever knem Ihe love.of order ſo perfectly 3 | 
800 as id the conduct of this worthy man. In his per- 

Ton, his domeſtic economy, his buſineſs, his political : 

engagements, his eonviviality, al- was method and ar- 
rangement; and all this, without the appearance of 
fetter and conſtraint. Impreſſed with the value of time, 


* 


3 


* 
=—_ - 
. 
3 


XZ 


he never indulged himſelf, nor encouraged others, 


in a ſolemn or a careleſs trilling wich any portion of. 
If he taid, 242 a d clach, he meant it, and Herr 0 
0 to a moment. 3 it is hardly poſſible to con- 
ceive a greater indecency, or r a grofſer i inſult than for 
one man vely t to tell another, that in an appoint- 
ment, of his own making, for two 0 clock, be meant 


_ three, The accurate perſon, Who prizes time, who 


ſubdivides i it in ſubfervieticy to the heceffity of his af- 
- lhe! Who is faithful to clearly'exprefſe@'ſtipulation, 3 
"yy the *abſurdly prevailing practice, is robbed of an 


PARA 


__kour, injured in his feclings, diſturbed" in ks arrange- 


ments, and if he ventures to complain, has inſult ad- 
died to i injury: «My dear Sir, did not you know that 
Twelve o'clock always means One precifely In Mr. 


alli: uſed ſeverely to reprobate this worſe than tis 


; Jiculous abſurdity, aud he acted decidedly in contra- 


diction to it. Tf you Went to dine with him, to tranf- 
act buſineſs with him, half an hour later than the 

notice ſpecified, your opportunity was, for that ſea- 
ſon, loſt, When he entered into the place of worſhip, 
it was exactly time for the miniſter to begin the ſer- 


vice. He never waited for any one, be his rank 
wWhateyer it might; and no one ever had occaſion to 


walt for him. This 18 of regularity largely con- 


tributed 
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: . doubt, to van eee N bf” 
Dar” to the'preſervation of a vigorous ſtate of health m 
to a good old age, and to the'honobrable: acquiſition -— 
. fs eaſy; independent fortune. 25 29 9. ee, 
It the preſent publication i 1 happy a8 to inhpreſk | 
but on one mind this recent and reſpectable example of 
Ming all things cently, and in order, the Author will not 5 
£ - have altogether miſſed his objeR..; He has the ive. = 8 EY 
- tions in any event, of having contribgted his little 
 handful-of ſpicery toward . remains fb * 
e reſpected friend. OO) eee to err 
; Xs e Ot tas 550 12058 3 55 LETS 15 
85 20 5 art ire $6 _ >. . We e 3 : 
oe Rai : EE . 2 1 9 ny 500 © Irs 2 
„„ 1297 71282 © ks 5 17 4 vas 
i vl 0 , N. O E S. . ich, 35 / 1 
5135 353 Gin, £5 | | - , * 
nos! * He patronized and enconged the coy of , 
| others.” Page o. 1 
The whole A indess of he afirs of * 3 
— 1 was a ſhocking proof of. this, —The; Duke of 5 is. 
York, in perſon, frequently preſided in the councils 0 "ELD 
of that kingdom, during the latter years of Charles's _ 
reign,- and the etuel and oppreſſive meaſures of Go- 
verament ſeem to have extinguiſhed there the paſſion 
| of liberty, and in many inſtances to have driven men 
to madneſs. —The Earl of Argyle, for no other crime WES 
but that of urging, in council, a conſcientious ſcruple V’ 
teſpecting an abfurd and contradictory teſt, recently g | 
faced BY: the Scots Parliament, and offering an ex 
|  planation 
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N « dicourge, obſtructed, perſęcuted. p- 1038 


© ph in am hikes 0 was, e ee ene, 


committed to priſon, indicted far high tren ſon and 
perſury, and a a trial, i in which not even the ſem 
blance of Juſtice appeared, was adjudged; 10 have fore 3 
- feited honours;:life, and fortune z me EO 

- himiaccordingly,: and was cxecuted.c/; | Lait eng di 3686 1 
8 A gentleman, of che name of Weir, was « tied 
Tondemned for having kept company with one We 
Bad been A rebel, "though" that perſoir” had never beeg 

pointed out by /proceſs'or proclamation.” At this tine; > 

. z proſecution by the Government,” anda” condemma- 

tion, were, in Scotland, one and the ſame thing.) 

Above two thouſand perſons | were outlawed, on pre 
tence of their having converſed with rebels, and they 

were continually hunted. in their retreats by . ſoldiers? 
ſpies, informers, and oppreſſive magiſtrates. People 
Ning peaceably. in their own houſes, were by theleY 
- wretches aſſailed with enſnaring queſtions; and upon 
their refuſing to anſwer, or anſwering difagreeably to; 
"as court-creed, were, without enn to age or oy 
'* dragged to capital puniſhment, aides e,  pbog 1 
e vol. ii. Hume's Hi wy id Britains chap. lai < 


1-6, Permitted, its bandes de ww by 


Tue horrid cuſtom then prevailed, in Scotland, of 
extorting confeſſion by the torture; and the Duke of 
Vork was accuſtomed perſonally to aſſiſt at theſe bars 
| barons * 3nd _ e the agonict of 
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8 ee ſulſerers, with that.cloſenels. of attention, 
which one would beſtow on ſome curious experiment. 
Y Fhree women were-apprehended. on a charge of attend- 
ing prohibited religious aſſemblies ; and upon refuſing 
to abjure a declaration, which the violente and eruelty 
of Government had driven eee eee 


aſſociates to make; reſpecting publick meaſures, were. 
condemned to die by drowning. Oe bf them was., 

| of an advanced age: the other two were very voung3 
. one e e as other hacia Bata 


mark, at low water, that the bitterneſs of death might 
5 de ietesgd bf its g. adual and! lingering approach. 
The elderly won an Was placed fartheſt i in, and, by che 
ůnflux of the tide, was firſt fuffocated. The younger, 
© ſhocked with the fight ef her comipiinion's death,” and 
ö overcome by the fupplications of her friends, 'confent= . 
4 et to put up a ſhort prayer for the King, which was 
te teſt of ſubmiſfon: upon which the ſpectators call- 
ed out, that fle tad faved her life, And ſhe was acZ 
Cuörgingiy lobſened* from the Kater but the ofeer 
4 who guarded the execution, having again required her 
4 foiſign” an abjutation of her'formeripriticiples, and ſhe 
| again Tefuſing, he ordered ther W bneriggh e 
2 zuto che ans men choaked. . 
„ ee 1 b. 808. 
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e at he . any ology. of propriety, be 
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I oy ſentence upon the yonngeſt: Bethe e - 
were carried out, and tied toiftakes,: Within the ſear, 
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- tion than the calm, vörelentigg tytaht, who could a. 
| buſs his brother's authority tb fuch/horrid purpoſess 


* 


 tho'everſt dreadfully evinced,” that _ apprehenfions. | = 


1 
_ and who could bring himſelf to be a calm Ae 5 
ſcenes, the bare deſeription of} n eee = So 
dee e one + who 5 not dead to the impreſſions. 
iniftration in Scotland, where: - a 
Dharles's aeoprefontaif,; afforded: England 
26 A proſpect of what ſhe had 1 fears At.” 
ever he ſhould àſcend the chrone-of that gdom; 2 


. 2 250 Tt: ** 
ede 3494 6 ebe N 2 Th 5 {1a oa N 
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„ 5 55 3 2 Nt 3 pegs 98 k nc 
* pot: reſiſt my. inclination. to copy e end 
"wh the-two We, AS they are ſketched by the maſ- bis 
terly pencil of one who had ſtudied them well, who win 
cannot be ſuſpected of Prejudice againſt them, og ple 
who lived ſeverely to repent an attachment to the qual 
_ family which. EN at in e Kues 2 8 5 coun 


| Charts «ay So hatin lutio 
s, as their different obs 
character admitted of. - Oligrles: bad parts; and his v 
£ ſtanding to repel the ſpear 
poiſon. | 5 2 e ed be man of bis wake; drank | "Revo! 
off the whole chalice. . The poiſon ' met in his compo- fully ; 
Kron, with all the fear, W the eredulity, and alt the 7 8 
e, 


gs, 


Ve 
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* 


i of temper, proper. to increaſe its virulence, | 


and to ſtrengthen its effect. The ficſt had always 4 
wrong bias upon him: He connived at the eſtabliſh- 
ment,. and indirectly contributed to the growth « of that 
power, which, afterwards diſturbed. the peace, and 
threatened. the, liberty of Europe ſo often z but he 
went no farther, out of the way: The oppoſition. of his 
\ Parlincoenty and his own reflections ſtopped him here, 
The Prince: and the People were indeed mutually qea - 
Jous of one another, from whence much preſent diſor- 


# 


der flowed, and the foundation of future evils was laid. | 


But bis gen and ball principles combating fill toge- 
ther; he maintained, during a feign of more than 
twenty years, in ſome tolerable degree, the authority 
of the erowny-and- the flouriſhing eſtate of the nation. 


Tue laſts drunk with ſuperſtitions; and even enthuſiaſ- 
tie zeal, ran headlong into his own ruing whilſt he 
endeavoured to precipitate outs, His parliament and 


his people, did all they could to ſave themſelves by 
winning him. But all Was vain: He had no princi- 


ple on which they could take hold. Even his good 


qualities worked againſt them, and his love of his 
country went (halves with his bigotry. How he ſuc- 


| eceded, e have heard from our fathers. The Revo- 


n 1688, ſaved the nation, and ruined the king.“ 
Toru Bolingl rot': Leiter to Sir William Myndham. 


' Whicever is defirous of having full fatisfaction re- 


\ 


ſpeftng the expediency, and indzed the neceſſity, of the 


| Revolution, and of the Hanover ſuceeſſion, let him care- 
folly en the EFRON 8 of this very e . breaſt 
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ance.” It is We teftii 6hj'of an Aber, Pry ele 
fore me ay be uſted, Lord Bolingbtoke is well Khown 
Yo have been büt cold friend to the Revolution, and to- 
ave def All he could to defeat the Suecceffion and 


e Letter; ' whoſe primary objekt is is à vindication 


of his oe ' conduct bo hig Jasbitt Friends, is; ne | 
the beff aktenee of both that eber Was made... 


2 e bel ogg e . 2 "I" WC gt, oy ih : 2TH Ha 2 . 


„ Mißtar tyranny: 162 een aud, pas- 
eat Fee ne S 2014.28 gn do , 
ie e eee b noirtkoug} 3! ea 1-', 


Upon tho ſoppreſdon of the Duke of. Monmouth 


ieee eee. . looſel was given ig every | 
. enen ne. Was; roſted 5 


Ae os bag tation the wee: ſpirit 


offthat country almmedlately upon his enktanes in-. - 


aut making an ys inqairyhintq ie merits of e | 


gn the very wantonneſs of, barbarity, he would. onder 4 


eertain number to be exeguteds while he and his Som- 
pay drank the health of: vive King, ot the Queen or 


Judge Jefferles. Obſet ving the / convnlſi va motions of 


their limbs in the agonies ef death, he, ſaich he would - 
give them muſie to dance by, and commanded the 


drums to beat, and-the trumpets to ſound. He would, 
by way of experiment, hangla man up three, or four 


der, and) ply. him; At. every interval with inſulteieg 


gueſtions: A beautiful young damſel threw, herlelf. at. 
his feet, to, beg her brother's, life: . The charms, of 


de n and i .* heightened by diſtreſs, 
inflamed 


a) 


1 
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| inflamed the monſter's appetite, without ſofteningthis? 
heart: he promiſed to pardon the brother, if ſhe , 
eg conkers” to, gratify his luſt, . Biſterly, affrction 


prevailed oyer the abhorrence of -proftitution,, and ſhe; . 


did conſent to the ſhocking condition. He odered the 
windows of the chamber where they paſſęd, the night; 


to be opened by break of day ; 5 and. the violated maid x 


on her firſt locking abroad, was. preſented with the 


dreadful ſpectacle of her beloved brother hanging on A, Fo 


; gibbet, ſecretly erected on the ſpot, by.Kirke's parti- 
cular direction. Indignation and remorſe. took polleſ-, 


ſion of her mind, and, the total loſs of reaſon was ſoon 
the conſequence. The inhabitants of Somerſetſhire 
and Devonſhire, innocerit as well as guilty, were expo · 
ſed to the ravages of this infernal barbarian. The ſol- 
diery were let looſe upon the country, and his own 


regiment animated by the e xhortation, and inſtruct - 
ed by the example of their! commander, diſtinguiſhed 


themſelves byſevery kind of brutality, With-aplea- 
fantry ſuited to ſuch a character; he called them 55 


lanibe, an appellation which was long ee 


with ne in the Weſt of England. „ 
Bat - 2 ; ES Hiſtory of Britain, Chop. Jus, 


« 2 4 49 w/e Jefferies finiſhes the horrid | 
40 linda of blood a ſavage Kirke bad be 
bags 0. OP: DAR 8 


T4 8 * 
ö 28% NI. 


The Weſtern « counties 3 experienced, in 1 the pro- 


gteſs of Jefferies, that the ſeverity of law, could equal, - 
- Ul atdeaſt, the outrages of onreftrained military tyranny. 
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He et out upon his drodie with a \ ſavage joy. Wach 


| full, 


 conſiderablenvmber of them condemned and executed 


pPsting that plentiful- harveſt of blodd/and death, which. 
his foul longed after: And be glutred himſelf to the c 
At Dorcheſter two hundred and ninety-two 
received ſentence of death, of whom eighty were exe · 
cuted. Exeter was the next ſtage of his[cruelty ; two 
hundred and forty-three were there tried, and a very 


many were' ordered. for execution Immediately on re- 


ceiving ſentenee. 
exhibited like ſeenes of horror. 
was ſtrewedd with the heads and limbs of traitors. 


_ wretched inhabitant. Stern Juflice,' untempered by 


the ſmalleſt infuſion. of. Merey, equally confounded and 


Taunton and Wells, in ſucceſſion, 4 
The whole country 


Evely village, almoſt, beheld the mangled carcaſe of a 


intimidated priſoners, juries, and ſpectators. Eyery 


foorſtep of Jefferies was marked with characters of 
blood, The innocent and the virtuous were the par- 


ricular-obje&s of his fury. Let the two 3 


inſtances ſerve as a ſpecimen; 
Mrs. Gaunt was an Aud ig, ain * a OPER 


cence, whieh extended to perſons of all profeſſions and 


denominations. One who had been in arms under 
Monmouth, knowing her humane diſpoſition, had re- 

courſe to her in his diſtreſs, and was by her concealed 

im the hour of danger. A proclamation being iſſued, 
which offered indemnity, and promiſed rewards ta 
ſuch as ſhould diſcover criminals, this . ungrateful 
yrretch took the opportunity of it, to betray his bene- 


bat i and u TOE wy wh agg the Was condemned. 
855 FL eite 


pO 


md 
Low | 


132 
He W for his 1 2 was, burned, 


alive for her charity.—Lady Liſle. was proſecuted for 


barbouring, two rebels, the day after the battle of 
Sedgemoor; and Jefferies puſhed on the trial with the 
moſt unrelenting violence. The venerable Woman 


: pleaded, in her defence, that the perſons on whoſe 
account ſhe was charged, bad never been put into 


any proclamation or had been tried and convict· 


5 ed before any court; that no evidence was adduced 


of her having any. knowledge of their guilt ; that it Was 


. notorious in the whole neighbourhood, the had ever 


been of loyal principles, had carefully inſtilled them 


into her ſon, and that ſhe had actually ſent him out, at 
5 that very time, to fight for his king, againſt thoſe very 

rebels, whom ſhe was accuſed of protecting. Theſe 
| arguments made a deep impreſſion upon the Jury: 


Twice they brought in 2 favourable verdi& : Twice 


hey were ſent back with threatenings and reproaches 
5 from the bench, with whom it was determined to make 
a ſacrifice of the aged priſoner: At length they were 
5 terrified into compliance, and brought her in guilty. 
Every application for her pardon was fruitleſs; the 
cruel and unjuſt ſentence was executed. The inflexi- 
ble, compoſed tyrant'coolly reſiſted all importunity in 
| her behalf, by ſaying, he had givers nes a py 
has aura ME gs | Ft 2 9 


175 „Thee 1 e lay bcwtng, a 
8 7 three e Page 155. ; 


Ta Ircland the [7 was wholly taken oF. Aber 


| the bing —_ hignſelf at SON to go every length 


"TH 


\ 


| tatholic encitlies;” N The 
number f three hundred, were broke, becauſe they 


. ny 
$9 5, 


ig e 0 To. s n˖n 111. 


Ar er va "Gotoh: Prowptel- The prothltaats 
were difarmed, 204 left naked to the fury of cheir 
"officers of tlie army, to the 


Were proteſtänté, though many of them had purchaſed 
their commilfions, About four or ive thouſand private 


| Folliets were dilmiſed, for the ſume reaſon, ſtripped — | 
of their 9 Sy "and turned dut to ſtarve in the 


ſtreets. A barbarous banditti, more fierce than even : 
Uſciplived ruffians, were let loofe*oh that wretched | 


; country, ang the horrors of the former maſfacre were 


renewed. : Hine 5 Hiſtory of {won . LAX. 
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3 1 e a ele « 1 ch 
which be expected great things, as it carried the ap- 
pearance of lenity. He affected to be a great patron of 
toleration; he expreſſed a diſlike. of all perſecuting 


laws 3. he ſuſpended them by his authority, and pub- 
liſhed a declaration of general indulgence. This was 


a bait thrown out to catch the Diſſenters, with a view 
to detach tiem from the intereſts of their country; 
and at the ſame time to ſcreen Papiſts from the pains of 

conformiſts knew the King, and underſtood: their, prin- 
ciples too well, to become the dupes of ſuch an inſidious 
kindneſs. Had they been ever ſo much diſpoſed to 


hut their eyes on the preſent occaſion, and to accept 
"the proffered indulgence, the King's treatment of the 
| bes es in Seckau muſt Jane vridegfve them. 


; PIE 45 e 4 He 


& B44 


8 He bad juſt applied to the Parliament oſ that Kingdom | 
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for an indulgence in favour of the catholics alone, 
without comprehending the preſbyterians, - which that 
ede, had the bat to reject. L YI fy bris * 44 q 


GY 1 * vote 39 £7 FF} i 


6, He engaged i in the generous FS 185 of afliſt- | 
* « jog; an Wunden and inſulted people. P. 106, 


1 * 3 27 


K — of „ circumſtances attending 
this impoftant expedition, has cogaged the attention 
of ſerious minds in refleting upon it. The Prince of 
'Orange's Fleet, on its firſt ſetting out, was put back 


by a violent ſtorm + but the delay of a few days was - 


all the loſs ſuſtained. That of the King, had almoſt 
got out of the river to oppoſe him, but 57 a ſudden 
| change of the wind, it was faſt locked in; and the 


Prince, of courſe, being as much favoured by it, 


again put to ſea, paſſed the ſtreights of Dover without 


moleſtation, and arrived ſafely i in Torbay on the fourth h 
day f from 1 its ſetting Gail, being the 5th of November, 
and the anniverſary,” of the Gunpowder-Treaſon. | 
| Part of his fleet, by 2 miſtake of the pilot, had ſail- 


ed beyond Torbay and Dartmouth harbour, the' places . 

5 of, * rendezvous, and was under great apprehenſion of =” 
5 being forced i into Plymouth. Such a ſeparation might 

| have proved very vn favourable to the cauſe, eſpecially a 


As the affect ions of the governor of Plymouth were 
doubtful, if not unfriendly, But the wind unexpect- | 
edly fell, and permitted them in a few bours to work | 2 
back into the bay to Join their companions. The "coaſt | 
was fo found wonderfully commodious for difembarking 
f the 
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forwarded that fervice without any interruption. The 


mildneſs of the weather had brought” out the King' 8 


L leet, and they advanced, in the purſuit,” as far às tlie : 
Iſle of Wight. Providence again interpoſed: 3.2 vio- 


lent gale of wind ſprung up from the weſt, whil ch, af. 


| ter tofling t them about for ſeveral days, forced them at 
Jength,in a very ſhattered condition, i into Portſmouth, £4 
where they remained unſerviceable all the reſt of. that 
| feaſan my Berner $ Fiſt 8 7 Dis 0 own times. DES | 
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15 was, at feat; gra doubted, and not wit itbout 
an appearance of reaſon, Jy 4 great part of the nation, | 


whether the child, produced as Prince of Wales, really 


was the iſſue of James IT, Nothing has carried men 
greater lengths than religious bigotry : and James was 


capable of doing a any thing that the ſpirit of Popery 


could ſuggeſt. It is certain, that the exhibition of 


chis Child, by the indignation it raiſed among the 
people, and the apprehenſion with which it filled the 
Prince and Princeſs of Orange, from the danger that 
threatened her 1 title, accelerated the Revolution, and, 


if it was an impoſture, ſpeedily puniſhed. itſelf, 10 
ue, it is à· matter of no conſequence whether a fraud 


Was committed" in this caſe or not. Whoever | was the 
Father, the Son and his Poſterity are legally cut off 
from m inheciting the Crown of eee titain: an ex- 
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F aue more formidable and more ſatisfying; than even 
2 direct proof of impoſture. Providence bas at lengthy 
extinguiſhed the claim of the houſe of Stuart by re- 
ducing it to an aged Roman Catholic Prieſt; precluded _ 


at once by nature and Profeion Hens the 19 of 


| haring TR 3 
: - | The much to be remembered 950 of Auge 
page 109. PO 


It is not foperttin, it is Ae it is gratitude | 
to Gop for his great goodneſs, which conſiders the 


n 
U Ly 


firſt, now, by the alteration of the ſtyle, the 12 th of 


Auguſt, as a day which wears an aſpect of peculiar 


benignity to this country. On that day, in the year 


17145 Queen Anne died, and George I. ſucceeded: to 
the throne. On the 12th of Auguſt,” 1759, the im- 
portant and deciſive victory ol the plains of Minden 
was obtained over the French, by the bleſſing of God 
upon the arms of Britain. On the fath of Auguſt, 
1562, the Moro Caſtle was taken by ſtorm, | and the 


Havannah with the Spaniſh Fleet, and of courſe the 


whole Iſland of Cuba, fell into the hands of his Ma- 7; 


jeſty's Army and Navy. On the 12th of Auguſt, 1762, 
GROHE, the preſent Prince of: Wales, was born, al- 
moſt at the very moment of the day, that his Great- 


great Grandfather acceded to the Throne, forty- cight 
years before. And on the 12th of Auguſt, 1763, the 
immenſe treaſure, taken on board the Spaniſh Galleon | 


aſs arri ved at the Tower of London. If it be 2 
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weakneſs' to Ng” this enumeration; the Win » 


which is naturally excited by: anniverſacy commemo- 
rations; will, ra Me e and ed 
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. well 7 Sy the name 105 the 850 Bill, 


1 a was directly levelled againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters. 


Among other thipgs,it meant to enact, ©,That no per- 
ſon in Great-Britain or W ales, ſhould keep any publie 
or private ſchoal, or ſeminary; ox teach and inſtruct 
Faun, as tutor or ſchoolmaſtet, who had not firſt 
fubſeribed the Declaration to eonform to the Church 
of England, and had obtained licenſe, from the reſpec- 
. tiveiDioceſan- or Ordinary of the place: or, upon 
failure of ſo doing, ſhould be committed to priſon, 
without bail or wainhprize. And that no ſuch licenſe 
mould be granted, until the party produced a certi- 
beate, of his having received the Sacrament, according 


to the communion of the Church of England, in ſome 
pPariſh- church, within a year before) obtaining ſuch 


licenſe. That if any perſon ſbould teach any other 


Catechiſm, than what is ſet forth in the Common Prayer, 8 


his licenſe ſhould be thenceforth bee and he ve n 
to the penalties of the intended 1 Earn 


What a rod of iron might this af have mus; in 1 | 
hands of the arbitrary wretches who contrived. it, and 
i who certain! 75 meant to execute it with rigor! What 
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an argument t to gratitude, that theſe things were known 


to our fathers voy BY en toni 255 to us 1 2; by 
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Private vice ſooner or later proves a milſtone 


about the neck of public profeſſion, and over- 
helme it in merited diſgrace. page 120. 


In the life of Colley Cibber, we have an anecdote 
which well deſerves the attention of every one who 
appears in a public character. A celebrated contem- 
porary female performer, was notoriouſſy of fuch an 
abandoned private life, that the town would not per- 


mit her to perſonate certain virtuous dramatic charac- 
ters, though it was. univerſally allowed. that her ta- 


jents, for the exhibition of thoſe characters, were ſus 


periorly e 
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mm needs a motive to engage him to exeft His 
3 and induſtry ; and 1 no motive is fo powet- 
ful i e as neceſſity and there ig no 


= Leet o cogent, 88 that of having daily bread. 
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_ the poor tall never ceaſe aun & the dand.-: Poyerty, 
that is, che neceſſity oi having fbod, is the mighty 
5 Jpring,”which' puts and keeps the grrat machine 
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is the labour apd the indaſtry" dr de fan titude, 
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| ruments to learning, cmbelliſh- 5 
ments to beauty, and comfort to human life. 
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nth: attention 3 Behold that man 
riſing eatly, with a cheerful countenance, and 
haniis ſtrong to labour; purſuing his toil to the 
going down of the ſun, and alleviating its preſ- 
ſure by the lively ſtrain; retiring at the cloſe of 
te day to his humble cottage, to recruit exhauſt- 
ted nature, with the homely bread: which he has 
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- erties? Induſtry, frugalty, and an honeſt 
— diſpoſition, have not been able e the 
worſt of human ills—he is fallen into debt. 


clear conſcience, and a; thankful heart, to enjoy 


the gift of ſleep.” I pity him not ; he./is not 
poor; he is rich; he is happy: princes: ook: 
do him with envy. But ah] my friends, thene is in 
the world, poverty pining under ficknels; poverty 
nseacked with pain, poverty diſtracted with anxie- 

ty and fear, poverty groaning under oppreſſon, 
poverty ſinking in deſpair! This poor man la- 
| bours to the waſting of the fleſh, and the drying 


of the bones,” yet he filleth not his hand; | His 
childre: gb gin 9 moron give 


With confuſion he avoids the preſence of a gentle 


| creditor; and ſhudders at the thought of meeting 

a ſurly one, The companion and friend of his 
better days paſſes careleſſſy by, and he who for- 

; e er os hong now pays him with re- 

| Proach, The chords of ſenſibility, once attuned 


to the: voice, and the looks, of love, now, ſtretch- 


ed beyond their pitch, utter only the ſhrill and 


- Gilbardagt, notes of woe, And is it necet A 
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T rer his weary limbs to reſt, 
on his pallet of ſtraw, and cloſing his eyes with a 


— 
* 


wulnan affairs, 
ei themſelves.” Our 3 Falter 1 more 


e eee eee ee e 


| dvingignod3"t the toimpalkonatanbbett hould 
_ befitiedwithiaitable objetts afittgard;j; that diſ- 


Eik eee | 
Father, Mgt thes Thouldizeperr fene div; of! the 


Hit b tset lis fthyrwil, that the gteat and 


tinguiſttuch worth fuld hes ſphere:whefein | to 


nde, denden fdldn hberin to ex patiate i and 


that=xamples ſhoulddee diſnayed to detnonſtrate, 


haut man may ſtill ilesſem ble. is eee 


teing bleſings, and by mie ving diſtieſsiol zd 
| Finally, Proviletice” Perthits e ee in 
for the fake of the poor And affliet- 


concern” my 
— vw Our Al yu is A "ey 


ot dt i ws Kenn do n 
601i. If by the! diſtributiom ief natural 


55 e. moral good be promoted and E 


| ended, the ends Sf Code \poverninent are attain- 
| | ed. 
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; men different 
one from another.” 1 ſhall not, at pot t, , ſpeak 
of their common Father in Heaven, nor of their 


4 


deſcent from one and the ſame earthly parent—of 


the ſimilar ſtructufe of their bodies, and contex- 


ture of their minds—of their common degeneracy 
and corruption, and conſequent ſubjection to 
Pain, and ſorrow, and remorſe o the ſameneſs 
in their manner of ſubfiſting in the world; and 
the neceſſity to which alt are ſubjected, by the 
fame ble ſentence, of leaving the world, 


and of deſcending into the grave, that - houſe 
appointed for all living. But I Will at this time, 
and on this * eee this Society, 

beer 
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So wide 
eck the proof of 4/0kirhooitin"the! breaſts'of he 
- 3 e end Iſtand. 
7 hearts hoiſting of; -leafure.in-pous cies} the | 


| © pron eh Tab ey es 
men are ſtill the eee ee 


in the world; hase dovation; has Ta, "hand: ito 
miſe up the dejected ; that the gifts of Provi- 
dence have not hardened, but Pa EE, the | 
ſoul; and that the paſt experience of calamity 
8 hath taught, to many, ſympathy with the miſera- 
blo: Kenn en my praf hong I muſt 


diy Ry wig — eee — 
in ſome es children of poverty and diſ- 


reſs may bes in others and thoſe far more impor- 


| tant they may be, and often ate outdone, by 
thoſe whom they w. 
dogs of their lock. He who is hut thy younger 

5 en my friend, 88.40 40 the gifts ob fortune my | 


ould. difdain to. ſet with-the 


probabl 4 


emotions of yous | 
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— — _——_— OO = 


. — EET 


mary, the-virthous beggarhas-cavle te by aſbam» 
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- of this world, to 
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volution of affairs, an exchange” of condition. 
The gilded fly, How perched on the ſummit of the : 
Wheel, may, by one light motion, be cruſhed i in 
the duſt; and the crawling inſect, now depreſſed to 
the bottom, may, by the ſame motion, be elevated 
5 to the top. Surely,” ſays the Plalmiſt, c concern- | 


ing the impioufly-proſperous, - 6 Sutely, thou didſt 
« ſet them in ſlippery men thou caſtedſt them 
« down into deſtruction:“ % And O how fearful 


that deſtruction, how Hertißying that reverle, E 


which overtakes a man ſwellifig with felf-im por- 
tance, deſ piſing his brother Hand defying his Cre- 
ator! Think, my happy friend, O think, if thou 


; arba child of God; and if thy poor neighbour alſo 


enjoys that Kone e diſtinction, then by the 
ſtrongeſt and nobleſt tye, ye are brethren.) If you 
are to meet in your father's houſe at length; is it fit, 
is it decent, that you ſhould be ſtrangers to each 
other by the way? If his poverty, and your riches, 


8 de improved, to the purſuit and the attainment of 
eternal riches and honour, the great end of both is 
happily attained. Your inequality of condition is 
now of little, and will fbort be of no, importance. 
Be not then aſhamee 

| have the greatneſs of mind; to acknowledge thy 


of thy bone- and thy fleſh ; 


connection with the hauntsof poverty, and thewale 


of obſcurity. Be not aſhamed. to own. thy ſelf 


a man: „„ ä 7 
M 8 „Tale 


2 88 ä 
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b e powp3.. RN 35 1455 
. „ Expoſe thyſelf, to feel, what wretches ends: 
„ That thou may ſt ſhake the ſuperflux to ther... 
: 4. e ſhew 7 £ avens more juſt.” _ 1 
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bye - am now to attempt, ks wy 
III. To ſhew the obligation, dis 8 this 

permanent and indelible, relation, upon the great, 
the affluent andi che proſperous, to protect, aſſiſt, 
and relieve, the weak, the indigent, and the mi- 
ſerable. It is an obligation to which Apty and 

Intereſt lend their combined force. 3 

The very ideas which are affixed 10 as various 
| | conn; in life, and artiei larly that of brother ; 
1 the abſolute dependence of all upon the univerſal 
| Parent; the ſanctions by which divineRevelation has 
enforced: the law of charity; and the example of 

Cor the affectionate Brother; and compaſſionate Friend 
| of mankind: all, all proclaim, That man was not 
= -made for himfelf alone, and- that: he who lives 
=: merely for his little ſelf, counteracts the deſign of 
Providence, offends the Governor of the world, 
ſins ee his own ſoul, As the hade 


TS. 26 we i 


5 15 . ene of rk * 
ther compaſſion to the miſerable be not your duty. 
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I appeal to that pure flame which glows i in the be- 
ſom of the humane, hen the tear is wiped away 
from the eye of woe; and to the dying throbs of 
tendlerneſs i in the heart of the' ſelfiſh man, as he 
hardens into ſtone — to the violence he mult do to : 
himſelf, while he turns away his face, ſuppreſſes 
his ſigh, and cloſes his hand. I appeal to that ho- 
| E nourable teſtimony, that tribute of praiſe, Which 
all good men have agreed to beſtow upon genero- 
ſity and compaſſion. . I appeal to every page of 
theſe Sacred Records, where God has written to 


—— — CD 


tte eye, what he had before engraved. upon Ne 5 
| heart: and, with peculiar ſatisfaction, I appeal, 
what outweighs all precept, to that amiable, that 

attractive, that perfect pattern of all excellence, ; 
which the Saviour of the world exhibited. From 
what height does the argument for charity fall, 
when the Son of God is diſplayed as the living mo- 


del of it? What a pleaſing aſpe& does duty aſ- 


ſiume, when we behold the practice, 1 in the great 
Author and Finiſher of our faith? Conſider, I 
beſeech you, my. chriſtian friends, conſider, he 
grace of our Lord Feſus Chr iff : though he was 


Tick, yet for your ſakes he became Poor, that ye 


through his poverty might be rich, He condeſcended 
to be ranked as the brother and friend of men; 
of the meaneſt and moſt wretched of men. 


} 


Mz | | In 


ck now! 
his Wende the obligation of - charity; ; and by 
; the gentleſt affability, the moſt winning atten- 
"0 tion, and the kindeſt offices of humanity, illuſtrat- 
c,, in bis own perſon and example, the amiable 
nature, and the divine charms of that Sig 
| "Ince, which is the ſpirit" of his religion. eie e 
"the truly mortifying, 40 obſerve the gebe | 
of a duty ſo clearly ied; and ſo forcibly re- 
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In thee relations fulfilling all righteoufh f, He 
aged in himſelf, as well as enforced on 


KN 


"commended, yielding to the moſt paltry conſi- 


- "derations, and the moſt childiſh reaſonings. © Let 
| us hear a few of them, and eſtimate their weight: 


cc thoſe whom we have endeavoured to ſerve, and 
1% e are thereby diſcouraged from mewing kindneſs | 
0. to others.” But the” failure © of others in the 

2 * performance of their duty, can never releale us 
from perſeverance in doing our own. CY 1 have 


"6c given much away, and with an intention to do 


"as good: but inſtead of reaping praiſe, have in- 
*« curred cenſure.” It was your object then, it 
ſeems, to purchaſefame, rather thanto ſhew mercy, 
KC My deſigns have been fruſtrated, my charity miſ-. 
applied, my bounty perverted.” That was the fault 


"of angther, not yours. OE; It js 151 impoſible to relieve 
ys De” 4 n Sey 


* > 


: 2 
1 


Strange] that men, ſhou 


| ts. 8 10 POOR. BRETHREN. ta 165 
every object Can you ſeriouſiy urge this as a2 


reaſon for relieving none? Will you contribute to | 


the ſupport of this charitable inſtitution, 266 No.” 


4 


Why? 4. It is declining, and therefore 1 do not 
1 chuſe 1 1 in it. It muſt infallibly, 95 7" 
all men think and act in the ſame manner. 
% am engaged in the ſupport of ſo many other 
«, charities.” My friend, do you always anſwer 
the ſolicitations of pleaſure, and of ppetite ſo? 

ould. have ſo many argu-. : 
ments at hand, to plead for the omiſſion of their 
duty; While at the lame time, all- the reaſons 
which God and conſcience- can urge, are inſuffi- 


8 cient to relitain ne the wales of one 


1 e * | . 


But, deaf W duty, . voice. 


ol intersſt may makeitlelf heard, by ou, and 1 


am now to ſnew,. thatit is clearly the, intereſt of, 


ba, to be eee and; Som RY Shel 


In the text, 580 l anne xes a e 


of ſuccels and proſperity, to a humane if poſition, 


and a bountiful hantl: Becauſe that for this thing, 


hs LORD thy God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy or-. 


and in all that thou putteft thine hand unto. In ma- 
ny paſſages of Scripture, / the cauſe; of the poor is 


| RD as the cauſe of God; when we relieve 


25 8 ; | — 
ORE | M 3 them 
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G our Maker an by. become 5 
dlcebtor in thar room, and promiſes ample recom- Fe 
pPeaence, He that lat] pity on the poor lendeth unto le 

N "and that which he hath given will he pay 
him again. If the poor be neglected, the Saviour 
of the world'is inſulted in them; In as much," at ve 

| did it not to one of theleaft of treſe my brethren; ye did 

it not to me. f. If then tho promiſe of Him who is 
faith. of Him who i is true; be a ſecurity ; if the 
approbation of Him who fhall judge all men, be 
deſirable ; if men be diſpoſed Go ſtudyceither th _ 
temporal welfare, or their eternal 1 5; 
ĩ the dictates of Seripture,' as in this caſe, correſ: 
pond to the ernst ww of "the: heart, it is oY 
our intereſt to be merciful and beneficent. F e 


But intereſt may be placed in another view, - 
and thereby gain the attention of ſome who ut- 
terly difregard it, as now flated. The pooreſt, 
meaneft' of mankind, are, or may be, of impor- 
tance to the mightieſt. You are ai lofty. man 

indeed, if you be entifely out of the reach of all 
your little fellow- creatures. What! are you in- 
deed abſolutely independent? Vho dare affirm it? 

A time may come, when the moſt obſcure, un- 
connected, remote, deſpicable vretch that you 

can imagine, may have it in his p to hurt, 

ovᷓ to help you. And had you not e ene: a 


. 


friend, 
Prov. xix. 15. + Mat. xv. 45. 


© Ws 
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_ tiful and affectionate «© Grecian daughter,” 7: 


| porting”. her Periſhing aged parent, wit 
milk of her, own breaſt. Were it either neceſ- 
fary or proper to enumerate examples, many 


" £ 
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1 friend, though an humble one, by a little con- 
daeſcenſion and generoſity, than create an enemy, 
. by inſolence or unkindneſs? The bountiful man 
is the friend of mankind, andi is therefore befriend- 
6 of all: the unfeeling and the proud, have de- 
: clared war upon their own ſpecies, and they will 
quickly be made to feel, that mankind is is a DT 4 
much. too ſtrong for them. = „ 


Experience enforces the 5 in To 


2 "digg point;of view; for ſhe can marſhal a whole : 


hoſt of witneſſes: to prove, that what men lay out 


upon works of charity, in the days of wealth ; 
and proſperity, is literally a ſtock put out at 
more than common intereſt, againſt the day of 
_ adverſity; Charity is alternately the parent and 
the child. Firſt, the tender mother which 


ſuckles the periſhing, infant; and then, the du- 


the 


might be adduced, of the pupils of benevolent 
inſtitutions, living to be, in' advanced life, the 


principal ſupporters of that which inſtructed 5 


and cheriſhed their childhood; and of the 
decline of life cheered, and the preſſure of want 


alleviated, by the munificence of Toute days, 
and affluent circumſtances. 


M4 1 intended 
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kae, to TIO "i for 8, 3 
Iv. Of the utility and importance he le 

voluntary aſſociations, which are inſtituted for 

maintaining brotherly love, in the view of re⸗ 


lieving the diſtreſſes of the poor, the ec , and 7 
the infirm. But this ſurely were A un- 


neceflary, in a city where One can hardly move a 


ſtep, without beholding am edifice, or an inſcrip- | 


tion, facred to the genius of friendſhip, or of 


mercy. And the importance of this is ſo great, 5 


in the eyes of an excellent and” ingenious *mbra 


writer“, that he juſtly conſiders a nation, Where 
Juſtice is* - adminiſtered with ſo much impartia- 1 


lity, and charity dif) penſed with fo much 'muni- 
 ficence, as at preſent they are in Great-Britain, 


as very far from a ſtate of total corruption, what- 
ever vices may | omg Ven E e "of 


danger may appear. | 


Indeed the utility of ſuch deſigns, bol i ina 


private and public view, forces itſelf upon our 
obſervation, and commands our afſent and ap⸗ 


plauſe. I ſhall only, therefore, in purſuance of 


the defi ien of this day's meeting, recommend, 
in a few Words, to Jour attention and ſupport, 
1 that 


es bonnes Eftimate of the Times, 


. 5 wv % 
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that pious inſtitution, which? s immediat 
. beſbre our eyes; VF 


. 


Taz Scorrisn eee now venera- 7 


. ble for it's antiquity; having been formed, can 

_ after the reſtoration of Charles II. for the mutual 
aſſiſtance and relief of North Britons reſiding : 
in London. It was happy in receiving, in early 


infancy, the patronage of ſome of the moſt di- 


ſungviſhed characters of that age, in reſped of 


rank, fortune, and virtue, of our own country; 


and ſome of the Engliſh nobility too honoured 


it with their ' countenance, and promoted it by. 
tber bounty. It was. chen dighifed"by:/ the 


ſanction of a Royal Charter. As the intercourſe 
between England and Scotland increaſed, in 


eonſequence of the Revolution, and afterwards 
of the Union, the object of the Corporation 


increaſed in proportion. It flouriſhed: by the 


favour of the great and affluent ; it was in a 
condition to do much good; and it did not fail 


to improve the opportunity and the means. 


Now, alas !. the love of many has waxed cold; 

and the.cauſe of the poor and needy droops and 
es. We wiſh to revive the ſpirit of days 
that are. paſt; to rekindle the love of your 
country, and fellow citizens; to engage you 
in the protection WE arent « To _ grethren 


1 i110 1 1 5 5 
Lon God 


* 2 or ehr 665168" bo. . 
fouls 4 led e. to at- 

e to ul a narrow, illiberal, ſelfiſh; na- 
tional ſpirit, which had better be for ever ex- 

tinguiſhed; a ſpirit fountled in ignorance, pre- 
5 en __ When I intreat your 
. rds-' to; one generous deſign, it 
: ebe m intention to decry any, or every, 
other.. When, invite Scotſmen to give their MN 
_ aid to an inſtitution of which North Britons 
are the object, I do not wiſli to tie up their 
Hands, ot ſhut their hearts againſt any pious 
_ aQion whatever, to which occaſion may call, 
0 inclination lead, and fortune be propitious. But 


it were ſurely an unnatural and abſurd refinement, 


on tlie other hand, for ydu, ni. dear Country. A 
mien, to neglect an e eee pe be+ 4 


| cauſe it is Scottiſh. q epi] 


ſ 


© Suck is the artiable Git of the Sa cer 
our attachment to each other; for the generous 


erb of the preſent” inſtitution, will meet 
approbation. And if a few vulgar, 


ignorant,” liberal perſons ſhall reproach us with 


an intention which we difavow, and a ſpirit 


wich we deteſt, we will repay ſuch treatment 


with pity, and kindneſs ;/ and if we be upbraided 
with 'our love and ſervices' to one another; to 
abuſe on this ſcore, we ſhall” reply in the ſpirit 


and words of David to Michal,” * We will 


be 
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be yet more vile :” what you charge us with 


as infirmity and iſhonour, we: gory! 5 as Juſt 74 


praiſe. . | 2 


e eee 1 they; ao 8 5 


| athens when to give us the. moſt effectual 
aid, will not give us an opportunity of ſolicit- 
ing it. Involved in the maze of buſineſs, in- 
; gtoſſed i in the purſuit of pleaſure, or diſüpated 


by the endleſs; formalities and avocations of 


d high life, the feeble and modeſt voice of woe 


can find no vacant, no favourable moment of 


: | acceſs to their ears. Strangers to want them 
ſelves, and ſeeing only ſcenes of grandeur and 


gaiety, they never reflect there i is ſuch a thing | 


as want in the world; they turn away their very 
thoughts with abhorrence, from the haunts of 
hunger and nakedneſs. Ah! would the great 


and the happy but conſider what bleſſings they 
might diffuſe; by a flight degree of attention; 


would they but conſider. that a few hours, once 
in the year, ſtolen from the demands of buſineſs, 
or of pleaſure, might be the means of cheering 
7; aged poverty, of feeding a numerous ſtarving 
family, of making the widow's heart to ſing for 


0 ; they could not furely reckon the ſacrifice . 
o great. Their bounty might do much; 


2; 2 countenance would do ſtill more; for 


many 


E 


* 


ä or chr 8s 6 ee, 


many ar diſpoſed to encoutage and promote that 
cuſt which ane eminent man is Knoun to have x 
eſpouſed. . „ 8 80 
But the allo. 0 bet 8 in the 
ſuperior walks of life, to works of: charity and 
mercy, can with no colour of reaſon, be em- 
ployed, by perſons in the middle and lower 
ſpheres, as an argument t indifference and 
hardneſs of heart. Diſtreſs is more frequently) 
before their eyes: they themſelves are 1 1 
tomed to bear it: | their. Own: Ss indirudt. 4 
them in their duty.” les os | 

To you therefore, men and bitten 5 1 ZR 
apply: with you I leave the cauſe of the infirm, 
the declining, and the *unfortunate. As you 
wlue the honour of that land where yon firſt 
drew breath; as; vou prize the character of 
1 ; as you regard your own intereſt; 

as you wiſh to promote your real happineſs; 2 
as you reſpect the will of your Creator, and ve- 
nerate the character of the Redeemer of man- 
kind, let your heart deviſe liberal things; open 
your hand wide unto your poor brother.“ And 
may God return a eee d into e 
e; SO 


238. * 
wa 4 
x 1 12 4 
; 1 8 0 
5 3 : 
. 7 — 2 4 
— N * 1 — P 
1 * » 
* * 1 


e 


6 IN 2 


PU IEEE ASS £27 n 


PS; 1 
57 
1 BRIEF HISTORY 
6 = 2 a” 1 0 r 1 H E 4% ee = 11 
scorrisn CORPORATION 
. yy LE Rae HI 1 R 6 „ 1 0 
xs L ON DON: 88 
e n th te: 4848 $1746 n 
5 RO 1TS INSTITUTION. -IN Gs. 7 
ron nan fager, 5 Et 
PIE - ri ES: 1 ai RS 7% 216-07 25H 
5 — 53 ö 8 — 


+22 21 4 31. "+5 75 470˙1 ET. 


| 0 RK 8 of charity and mercy conſtitute, 
perhaps, the brighteſt glory of the Britiſh Em- 


5 ire. Great in arms and arts 3 great in. literature 


and commerce; rich in genius 400 taſte, Britain 


11 ſupereminently great” and rich in beney olence and 


compaſſion, Beſides the legal proviſion 9555 for the | 
indigent, in every region of her cities and towns, ia 


every village, almoſt in every "hamlet, the delighted 
eye meets an inſcription, an edifice, , an inſtitution 


facred to ſuffering humanity ; "eſtabliſhed and ſup- 
ported by cheerful,” Jay, _beneficence. | "No 
| ſooner does a new ſpecies of diftreſs appear, than an 
ei exertion eis made to relieve i it. Be the circle 


of miſery ever ſo wies ae ſweeße a 4 e Is 


and embraces itt 


When a particular charitable N is 40 be re- 
commended to public attention, the orator finds his 
- ground already pre- occupied; every imaginable” to- 
* of addreſs is anticipated, exhauſted 7 but repetition 

| neither 


/ 
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neither cloys nor offends, The good people 15 thi is 

| truly great Country ſtand-in need neither of argument 
+ . . to convince the underſtanding, nor of eloquence to | 
* ñintereſt the af ons, on the ſide of the poor and 
ide afflicted. The e and juſtly admired, 


| aide of the Poet, e 
; Homo ſum: : Humani nihil a me 8 pun, I 
3 3 2 4 T4 ff A if 4 5 0 Terentii Heautontim, 


<> 1s not lay 60 an „ Englifhan's tongue; no, it 
- gliſtens i in his eye, e in his Rs it diſt 
2 his hands. 
Amidiſt the 3 Ie for the relief 2 
| "& the miſerable, which dignify and decorate this 
- metropolis, the Scor rien Con ron AT 10. i is neither 
the leaſt reſpectable, nor the leaſt efficient. Its na · 
ture and objects a are by no means ſo extenſively known | 
25 its utility and importance juſtly merit. The very 
exiſtence of the Inſtitution is unknown to multitudes 
in every part of the Iſland, who need nothing but in · 
| formation to be induced to patronize and promote it. 
: _ Ignorance and Prejudice have, i in fome few inſtances, 
_ endeavoured to miſrepreſent WK - Re 


fi a conciſe hiſtory of the ConronaTiON, 3 
e may be acceptable to thoſe who are already Members 
of it: may poffibly communicate information to wells 

e Wnt wal ad their good-will 

5 | and 


3 


= 1 am a man; on can deem nothing incident to > humanity 
2 matter FR, indifference to me, 
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| and-provuie their ſupport : : and, by unfolding its teal 


nature and deſign, 1 5 e e and 


 fenee ignorance. 1 | 001381 6143-263 


e 


During 4 long and diſmal "peril the* inhabitants | 


5 England and Scotland, hom nature deftined; from 


the beginning, to be brothers and friends, werte 


animated with fierce and implacable national hatred. 


= Frequent, bloody, and deſolating wars were the on- 5 
| ſequerice. From the firſt dawning of Britiſh hiſtory | | 


: down to the RuFoRMATION, | in the ſixteenth; cen- 
7 tury, this fell ſpirit raged with untelentiag, almoſt 


unremitting, fury. At that era, A. D. 1560. union . 
in religious ſentiment, and common danger, from © 


friendſhip between the ſagacious Elizabeth and the 


tle perſonal intercourſe between the two nations, that 8 
in 1567, the /ninth year of Elizabeth's reign, while 


Popery the common enemy, cemented a political 


Scottiſh: Reformers“. This, however, produced 10 lit- 


commerce had attracted no Jeſs than 3838 5 lemings 
to London, religion and politics had allured no more 


| mighty. change; for the multitude which accompanied F 


than 58 Scots to that metropolis} .—But the acceſſon 
of James to the throne of England i in 1603, produced 2 


or followed: the moharch to his new dominion, and 


particularly to the ſeat of government, was ſuch, as 


to excite ad and give offence, 1 in the ſouthern 


kingdomF. | 


* 


* 


— 


* 8 EL D*Ewes, p. 497. Hume ch. xliv. : 


$4 3 Wilſon in Kennet p. 662. | Hume ch. xlv. 


\ 
1 


1 he 1 00 and 3 reign. of . Charles1, could 


net poffibly be favourable to ſocial intereourſe between 
the two nations; and ſtill leſs the period of the Com- 
monwealth, which Mas eſtabliſhed on the ruins of 


Monarchy; for no intercourſe, then, took place, but 


what Was of A hoſtile nature. The Reſtoration in 
OY 1660, again, and finally, opened the communication 
between England and Scotland: and the firſt charter 

| of Incorporation i is itſelf the moſt undoubted hiſtorical 
evidence of the (extenſive! migration, which, in the 


. | courſe of: a few years, | had taken place, from the north- 


ern kingdom to the ſouthern metropolis. The Scots 
are naturally reſtleſs, bold and enterpriſing. The 
higher" ſtate of alt ea e, and the more extended 
commerce of England, invited hither, multitudes of 
| adyenturous and induſtrious mechanics, of al all deſcrip- 


tions, ſeamen, labourers ; ho at once benefited them- 
. ſelves, and contributed to the population, .and wealth 4 
of the Country which received them: fer the Scattiſh 


| Commonalty are amongſt the beſt educated in the 
world; they are trained up from infancy i in babits of 
order, temperance, end induſtry ; ; the moral and religi- 


ous Principle i is ſtrong in them. Theſe principles and 


habits ; their ſkill, ſobriety, and induſtry ; their early 
and prolific marriages, were undoubtedly therefore, a 

| very valuable acquiſition to the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter. While health and vigor remained, they 
were able, not only themſelves to ſubſiſt comfortably, 


but, many of an. to rear , 2 85 to ee 1 


Ly anprrion 4 nnen "tv, 177 


5 cal provide for them. © Few however, 'in Silbe 


ſorming what is called a ſettlement. No degree of 
economy or induſtry was ſufficient to make proviſion 
_ againſt * the thouſand natural ills that fleſh is heir 
to” diſeaſe, accident, old-age. Overtaken by all, 
or any one of theſe, abſolute miſery followed. They 
were ſtill aliens in the land which they were helping 
to people and to enrich. Journeymen, labourers, 
lodgers, from the beginning, they continued ſo to the 
end. No claim to parochial affiftdrce had been eſtab- 
liſhed, and of eourſe, no proviſion made for the dark 
| ſeaſon of life. To beg, « or to e was the b | 
alternative. 


Time was continually 2 the evil, 67 OY 
tiplying the number of objects, and aggravating their 
diſtreſs. | It became a bitter reflection, after an abſence 
06 many years, that they were far from their native 
land, and deſtitute of the means of returning thither; 
chat they had become | perſonally unknown to 
their neareſt relations, or had ſurvived moſt, if not 
all. of the friends and companions of their better days: 
in a word, that they had no where a . a friend, 
2 home, a pariſh, a country. FE uy 


— 


Even ſo early as 1665, five years after the Resels⸗ | 
| tion, the diſtreſs. of the lower order of Scotsmen in 
theſe Cities, thougb not yet arrived to its height, was 


more affluent of the Scottith Nation, reſident in Lon» 
Be %%%ͤ;;ͤͤ 8 


had the power of acquiring independence, or even of _ 


ſenſibly felt and deplored ; to ſuch a degree, that the | 
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don, found themſelves prompted by compaſſion 10 take 


the, caſe of the poor into ferious conſideration, and to 
deviſe a remedy. A voluntary aſſociation of reſpect- 
able Merchants, Tradeſinen and others, was formed, 
. and it was agreed to petition the Crown for a 8 | 
of Incorporation, in order to probure: co-operation, 
and to give effect, to their plans of relief to their diſ- 
treſſed countrymen. Tnis was without heſitation 
granted, and Letters patent, under the great Seal of ; 
England, for the purpoſe deſired, were iſſued accord- 
_- ingly, bearing date the goth of June, 1665, By theſe, 
the perſons deſcribed in the Charter were: empowered 


to erect an Hoſpital in the City and Liberty of Weſt- 


minſter, for the maintenance of old or decayed artifi- 
cers of the Scottiſh Nation, and for he PP. their _ 


children to handicraft employments. e 
With ſo much ardor and unanimity was the cauſe 


e and patronized, by perſons of all ranks, Eng- 
| liſh as well as Scots, that in 1673 the Corporation 


was enabled to erect a Hall, with fix adjoining tene- 


5 ments, for fulfilling the purpoſes of the Charity, in 
Black-Friars, one of the Wr of the oy of 


London. „ Te 


But experience ſpeedily ad, that the powers 
granted by the Charter were inadequate to the deſign. 
The very fityation of the Hall had been determined 
dy local and temporary conſiderations, without regard 
to the expreſs terms of the Charter. The Corporation 


was eh put on a ſcale far too _ for an under 


taking | 


! 


IE 


ADDITION To $ERMON Iv, 179 


77 taking of ſuch Wegvitnad 5 the number of Governors 


being reftrifted to eight, with powers almoſt as limit- 
ed as their numbers. It became neceſſary, therefore, 
to make a ſecond application to the Crown, for an en- 
largement of the Corporation's numbers, powers, and 
privileges. This too was readily obtained, and new 


Letters Patent under the great Seal ifſued accordingl Y, 
: bearing date the 16th of November 1676; by. which 


thirty-three affiſtants were added to the eight Gover- 


nors; liberty was granted to eſtabliſh their Hoſpital 


either in London or Weſtminſter, as might be moſt 


convenient: and they were empowered to putchaſe and 
to hold lands, to the yearly value of five hundred 


pounds, by the name and ſtyle of The Ma Mer, Oovernors 


and Afffants of the Scott; VA Ho Ypital, LA the ' Foundation ad | 


King Charles the Second. 
| But how limited, alas, is hoes: foreſight + F m 


the tenor of both theſe charters it appears, that the 


original i intention, and this intention followed up for 
eleven years together, was to erect a houſe of reception 
for all the objects of the Charity, whatever their caſes 
might be; old, young; 3 men, women; perſons ſuffering 
under caſualty, lunacy, debility, diſeaſe, all aſſem- 


bled within the ſame precinct. The impropriety, the 
_ abſolute. impraQticability, of this, was quickly de- 


monſtrated. What funds could have ſupported 
the. expence of an eſtabliſnment fo enormous; and 
that eſtabliſhment inceſſantly on the increaſe ? The 
incpayeniency and diſcomfort attending the ſeparation 

5 7 af 


by 162 
e » 
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of ies perſons from their families and friends, at a 


ſeaſon when ſympathy and affiſtance are moſt neceſſary, 
and moſt acceptable, pleaded powerfully againſt the 


idea of a public, general receptacle. The uncouth 
mixture, and improper communications, of ſuch a 


| motley aſſemblage of patients muſt have produced in- 
decencies and immoralities not to be mentioned. The 
deſign of an Hoſpital, thereforg, was abandoned, al- 
moſt as ſoon. as adopted "and in its place was ſubſti- 


tuted the wiſer mode of aflifting and relieving the poor 


objects at their own habitations. Thus the ſlender 
funds of the Corporation were rendered more ex- 


tenſively efficient, for there was no expenſive fabric to 


be raiſed and ſupported; the diſtreſſed objects were. 


ſuccoured i in a manner more congenial to their feel- 


| ings: and the jobbing, but too generally conneRted 
with all | Boe e e n eh Was 1 pre- 


Moo 


vented, ba $4: 7 5 7 | | | 


"In" was an idea "entertained tr the original plan, 


to make the labouring, part of the community, which 
might be eventually caſt on the charity of the Cor- 


poration, to contribute a ſmall pittance of their earn · 


ings, in the ſeaſon of youth and proſperity to the ge- 


neral fund, as the foundation of a claim to relief, 
when they were overtaken with fickneſs or age. Sub- 


ſcribing members were accordingly admitted at the 


eaſy rate, firſt, of one ſhilling, and afterwards, of four 


ſhillings a quarter. Even the largeſt of theſe ſums 


was contilered” As a mere e trifle, to a man in { all heal th 
| | and 


* 


— 
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and fon anpldy; ede as it conferred; on him a 
title to expect _ to ee nne, in the e 
„ on Te Ty | 

be Scottiſh commonalty are, in general, aRtuated 
by a laudable pride. It is with extreme reluQtance 
they ſubmit to the degradation of being deemed a bur- 
den to the public. Neceſſity alone can humble them 
do this. There is no poor's rate in any part of the 
proverbially poor kingdom of Scotland. Frugality, 
induſtry, and the art of living on a little, prevent the 
multiplication of paupers there. The ſhillings and ſix - 
pences of the rich, the pence of the farmer and tradeſ- 
man, and the farthings of the poor, caft into the 
plate, as they enter or leave the Church, on the Lords- 
Day, is all the proviſion that is made, and all that is 
found neceſſary for the relief of the abſolutely indigent. 
The land-holder is indeed obliged by law to make up 
the deficiency, ſhould any exiſt; but no occaſion, ex- 
cept in very rare inſtances, has occurred, of reſorting 
to that expedient. The idea of a parochial Charity- 
| Work-Houſe is unknown all over the country. In- 
ſtead of looking to ſuch an aſ ylum with hope and de- 
fire, a Scottiſh ruſtic or artificer would regard it as fil- 
ling up the meaſure of his w retchedneſs. 


The admiffion of the lower order, of e as 
ſubſcribing members of the Scottiſh Corporation, at- 
the rates formerly mentioned, was undoubtedly fa- 
vourable to this honeſt pride. The man paid with 
5 cheerfulneſs as long as he was able, for he knew he 
Was thereby lay ing a foundation for time to come, 


N 3 . 


5 
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and purchaſing a title to conſideration, and * 


ing ſupports when his powers ſhould be impaired. br 
- exhauſted. Another benefit flowed from this arrange- 


ment: the regular, quarterly call for the quarterly 


fubſeription, was a frequent and gentle admonition 
to the contributor, to be frugal, to be ſober, to be 
diligent; and though the ſum of ſuch contributions 
could not greatly ſwell the public treaſury, it was a 


gracious offering, and did good ſo far as it went. 
The more affluent were, mean while, endeavour- 


Ing, with various ſucceſs, to keep alive and promote 


the cauſe, by ſtated, by occaſional, by honorary do- 


nations ; by convivial meetings and teſtamentary be- 1 
| queſts. But the increaſe of fund by no means kept | 


pace with the increaſing demands made upon it. Few 


of the Nobility, and not many of the Gentry, had 


been induced to give it warm ſupport, either by their 
attendance, or their munificence. During the mort 


and unballowed reign of James II. the public mind 
was in a ſtate of fermentation too violent to admit of 
attention to ſober plans of mercy and compaſſion. 

The union of ſpirit, and of operation, in the two 
kingdoms; which effected the glorious REVOLUTION 
in 1 N paved the way for the incorporating 
act of ie in 1707, by which the two were con- 
ſolidated into one great Kingdom, and the diſtinc- 


tion of England and Scotland began to difappear, and 
to melt away, into the auſpicious, common name of 


GRRAT-BRTITAIx. There being, ſrom that eventful 
epocha, but one legiſlature for the whole Iſland; one 
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t of 3 one Court of appeal in the | 
laſt reſort; one civil, commercial, and political intereſt, 
the intercourſe of the two countries hecame, of courſe, 


unbounded, _ The, Engliſh Court of Exchequer tra- 
velled northward, and carried with it to Edinburgh, 


Engliſh-Law, Engliſh: Judges, Engliſh practice, and 


| Eoglih manners. The doors of both Houſes of Par- 


liament, on the other hand, opened for the admiſſion 5 


of the Scottiſh Delegates; and. this interchange 9 327 
highly beneficial to both. 5 5 5 


From the very nature of the ont TORR and 


from the well-known character of the Scottiſh Nation, 


the influx from North to South muſt have been out of | 
all proportion greater than the reflux from South to 
North. London had now become the alone ſeat of 


Civil Government, as it had long been the great 
centre of commerce, of ſcience, of arts, of induſtry, 


of / amuſement, of opulence. All thoſe, therefore, 


who were fired with ambition, or ſtimulated by. - 


avarice ; prompted hy curioſity, or preſſed by want; 
all who had ſuits at law to determine, or literary pur · 
ſuits in hand; all who poſſeſſed talents, or imagin- 
ed that they poſſeſſed them — all flocked to ee as 
to the field of fame, of fortune, of enjoyment. 


The number of ſucceſsful candidates was undoubt- 


: edly very great : but the diſappointed, the unſucceſs- 


ful, the unfortunate increaſed in full proportion. 


Time, which brings every thing to the teſt, at length 
demonſtrated, that even the ſecond Charter, that of 


=o had put theCorporation on a ſcale ſtill too ſmall 
„ 4 8 | to 


1 


w 


4 
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- 


6 hoof very extenſiyt utility and eee. It was - 
| found that the flight exertions of à great mul- 8 
titude muſt be inconceivabliy more efficient, than 
the moſt violent effort of a few! however well 
theſe might be diſpoſed ; and that, of conſequence, this 
very important charitable Inſtitution muſt either fink, 0 
or an ater pr be made to ſupport i it by numbers. „ 


Under this impreſſion, and after very mature . 
3 it was reſolved to make application to his 
preſent Majeſty, for a new Charter of Incorporation, 
| conveying a farther extenſion, as to number of Go- 
Vvernors, and as to powers and privileges, ſuch as 
; were adapted to the exigencies of the caſe. This 


application too was ſucceſsful, and a third er 


Was accordingly obtained, bearing date the 28th of 


November 1775; by which the Corporation is re- 


5 eſtabliſhed, under the ancient name and ſtyle of, 1 — 
„ The Scottiſh Hoſpital, of the Foundation of Cans the 


Second: and ingen of à Government veſted in a 
Maſter,” with a limited number of Governors and 
Aſſiſtants, it is, by this laſt charter, veſted in à Pre- 


ident, ſix Vice-Prefidents, and a Treaſurer; to be 


elected annually on St. Andrew's day, or the day 


after, as the caſe may require, and in ſuch a number 
of Governors, as by any future bye- law of the Cor- 
poration may, be determined. In other words, the 


number of Governors is, with great wien and yo 
Pry left unlimited, |; : 


Sanguine hopes were now 3 by the friends 


be Inſtitution, chat the era of complete renovation 


. * , » W_ : + $ "oy 


and 


A "ſp 
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5 


gt unbounded proſperity had arrived. It was . 
ec that the GREAT would patronize it, and, by their 
e bounty, and recommendation, raiſe it at 
once to; ſplendor, affluence, and extenſive utility. 
In this confidence, perſons of the firſt rank were elett- 


eld into the higher offices of the Corporation, and their 


attendance was earneſtly ſolicited. But the time was not 


238 come that theſe expectations were to be realized. 


The great perſonages elected into office could not be 
_ prevailed upon to attend in their places, either at the 


general Courts, or the annual Feſtival of the Corpo- 
tation. Rank and Title are the attractive of the 
MANN: Rank and Title continued to withhold its pte- 
: | ſence and countenance; and the multitude, of courſe, 5 
refuſed to aſſemble. St. AnDREw, the patron of Scot- 


e the mortification of ſeeing his ſons, from 


war do gent, parcelled out into ſmall. private parties, 


in fifty different regions of the town, to celebrate his 
- day, by mere conviviality ; inſtead, of uniting in one 


: , 7 


f 


great determined phalanx, embodied under a Chieftain 


of name and ability, diſpoſed to co-operate with heart, 


band, and purſe, toward the relief of their poor Bre- 
ihren, and to make one cauſe of 78 88 and e 
e 5 44 


- Fhe Welſh had ſee an e ms the 


ood eff of a public parade, and of an annual Ser- 


mon, on St. David's day. The latter of theſe expedi- 
. ents was ſuggeſted, as likely to be productive of ſome 


ene e to the OPT: ſons and daughters of St. 
e 
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* Andrew. It was attewpted*, t with ale efect; - 
and therefore, after A 88 experiment, was diſcon- 
A K 55 | 
And thus, with all ihe rillione of A a New C ee 
: Inn, obtained at the expence of more than £600. the 
.cauſeof: the Corporation languiſhed on for ſeveomeſan- 
| *choly, heartleſs years, and ſeemed ready to expire of 
1 lagering. conſumptive indiſpoſition· The number 
of Governors who aſſembled on the 30th of November, 
in honour of the Saint, and out of compaſſion to the 
: wretched,” gradually diminiſhed, while many nume 
8 rous private and public parties, were paſſing the day in 
| conviriality and joy, but contributing nothing toward - 
| the en of e ang TEINS 1 75 5 and na- 
In addition en Areslot 1 1 1 was found, 
that the Hall and premiſes in Black-Friars were fallen 
Into fuch a ſtate of decay, as to threaten approaching 
ruin; and i in that ruin the diſſolution of the Corpora- 
tion, and the miſery of a multitude of helpleſs wretch- 
es, ſeemed to be unavoidably involved. But out of 
this almoſt deſperate ſtate, a dawn of hope aroſe. 
The great improvements carrying on in the vieinity of 
 Black-Friars Bridge, had greatly enhanced the value 
of property in that quarter of the Town; and, conſe- + |} 
quently, the Hall and its appurtenances, though in 


a ruinous e has: Hogue. a very conſiderable 
Pe 


1 </ "The in diſcourſe! was hs fd of two pete on 
chat MG and the oy one that was e e 


* 
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objett,' f rom the quantity. and inereaſed value, ak the . 
ground which they covered. The Corporation avail- 
ed itſelf of theſe favourable circumſtances, and in the 


year 1782, concluded an advantageous ſale of their 


property at Black-Friars, with the Corporation of the 
City of London. Part of the money ariſing from this 
ſuale was immediately laid out on the purchaſe of the 
a commodious Freehold Premiſes in Crane-Court, Fleet- 
Street, now in the occupancy of the Corporation, fors 
merly the property of the Royal Society of Antiquari- : 
| ans, The ſurplus: was nende n of their | 
almoſt exhauſted funds. | 


. The year 1182 was Icltined of e Prins to be; a 


| propitious epoch in the Hiftory of the Corporation ; 


for, ina fortunate hour, the eyes of all were turned 
toward a young Nobleman, who happily pofleſſed all 


the qualities requiſite to the character of PresTDENT 
of ſuch an Inſtitution, in ſuch circumſtances: a No- . 
bleman who united to the higheſt rank, a moſt engage⸗- 


ing urbanity of manners, and a very uncommon capa- 


tity for buſineſs; and who particularly excelled in 


conducting that ſtyle of public conviviality which is 


tte juſt medium between ſullen dignity and reſerve, on 
the one hand, and noiſy familiarity, on the other. 
\ James, then Marquis oF GRAHAM, now his Grace 
the Duxs or MownTRrose, the Nobleman in queſtion, 
was unanimouſly called to the Preſident's chair, on St, 


Andrew's day of this auſpicious year. The face of 


5 4 
ws. hs 
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. one Ma > Gi; Whenever the Het 4 
f ihe Corporation rendered his preſence neceſſary or f 
of importance, the Preſident was punQually in bis 1 
place. He examined every, thing with minute attention. 
_ ae! ſoggeſted plans of improvement with the ſagacity | 
_ of a man converſant in affairs, and with a conſiderate- 

neſs that marked the man of humanity. On the day of 
- tbe annua]'Feſtiva}, when the great exertion was to be 
made in behalf of the Chality, the Preſident came ge- 


.nerally attended by Perſons of rank and fortune, who 


| graced the cauſe by their preſence; and ſupported it by = 
their munificence. The apartments of the Corpora- |} 
tian could no longer contain the flux of company, diſ- 
poſed, to a man, to caſt his mite. into the treaſury, for 
relieving the miſerable, Indifference kindled into zeal. 
Many of the parties which celebrated the F eftival in 


Separate: bands, were induced to change their r, 
that they might not interfere with, and ſo impede, 
dhe work of mercy. Gentlemen of the higheſt rank 
and reſpectability accepted and executed the office of 


| | Steward, greatly to their on credit, and greatly to 
dhe advantage of the Charity. A correſpondence, to 
the fame effect, was opened with friends in both the 
Eaſt and Weſt I ndies ; ; and very, liberal donations were 1 
made and remiited. %% Ke. 5 's 
It ever has ho” a N obje&t of Fane Sa 
| Prefident to ereate a broad, permanent and productive | 
C APIT Al, to ſecure the charity, as far a8 it can be | 


done, againſt contingent deſertion, neglect and de- 


ay: 0: he has iber contributed toward the attain- 


ment 
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5 ment of an e In conformity o ahhe le N 


af the Corporation, it is accordingly the practice, in 


| order to the formation of ſuch Capital, to inveſt, in 


ſome one of the public Funds, one half of every do- 
nation of ten Guineas, and upwards, to twenty; and 


the whole of every donation of this laſt amount, or 1 
55 e it. The annual ſubſcriptions of one or two | 


Guineas, which is the qualification that conſtitutes aa 
annual Governor, and the moiety of the lower donations 


are applied toward the regular monthly expenditure. 


Every perſon, therefore, qualifying. himſelf. as. Aa Ga- 1 


vernor for life, by a payment of ten guineas, has the 


_ ſatisfaRion of being aſſured, that one half of his boun- 


_ ty is fo much added to a permanent fund of relief; 
5 and that every ſhilling of a donation or bequeſt a- 
mounting to twenty guineas and upward, is part of ® 


proviſion made for the x I not. OP: ofthe yr 
ee but of future ages. arts! ee 
Every Governor, whether 5 or for life; has 
the privilege of recommending one, and only one, dif- 
treſſed object to the Committee appointed for che pain- 
ful, but humane and meritorious, ſervice of receiving 


che petitions, and conſidering the caſes of the unhappy 


ſufferers who come before them; This Committee fits 
it the Hall of the Corporation, in'Crane-court, Fleet- 


leer, on the ſecond Wedneſday of the month, all the 


ear' 'round, from fix in the evening, to generally a 
very late hour, according to the number of poor pe- 


| thlonets.”* All . have: a right. to attend theſe 
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he” Gentleman, e name Le SET to de 
tranſmitted to poſteriey with every mark of reſpect, 
_bs the unwearied bene factor of mankind, General 
RohERT METvI LL; ſuggeſted an iden; for the exten- 


fion and improvement of the funds of the Corporation, 


bich was firſt odopted and executed, in the year 
3796 ; and which has been followed up, ever fince, 


with ſingular effect. 1 


St. Andrew's day, (Nov. 30) to which the great 
r. were directed, was by no 


operations of the Charte 
means fayourable to thecallefling of a numerous and 
meet aſſembly of Norch · Britons, in 


Parliament rarely meets ſo early. By far the girater 


port of the Nobility and Gentry were, therefore, ſtill 
in the country, beyond that ſeaſon; and it could not 
be expected that the bare name of St. Andrew. ſhould 
have attraction ſufficient to overcome the love of 
home, with its employmeuts, amuſements, endear- 
ments. To compenſate the loſs of revenue occafioned 
by this abſence, He propoſed a Spring-Feſtival, at a 


ſeaſon when public or private buſineſs having drawn 
all deſcriptions of perſons to the Metropolis, it was 
_ reaſonable. to hope for the attendance of number, ; 
ot grandeur, - of affluence. That the buſineſs of 


Parliament might not interfere, it was farther pro- 
poſed that the day of ſuch meeting ſhould be Saturday, 
. the N of 858 W are diſengaged. 
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| The experiment was made, and ſucceeded! beyond 
_ expeRation. The humane Propoſer of the ſcheme 
exerted himſelf with a zeal, affiduity;” and perſeve- 


trance, which ſormounted evety difficulty, Age, 
blindneſs, infirmity, were all forgottet in the ardor of 


his benevolence. He wrote, he viſited, he argued, he 


rallied, he perſuaded, he prevailed.” The meeting was 


| crowded, b brilliant, generous; and the. good General 


had the reward of his labours of love, in |contemplat- 


ing the benefit which they had produced to Society. 


- The year 1791 was fendered memorable/initheannals ' | 


of the Corporation,” by the acceſſion, among many 


others of inferior rank, of three moſt il luſtrious Bene 
factors, His Royal Highneſs the Pace of Wares, 


and his two ee e the Dukes an OR ard e | 
; RENCE, 35 G hes 8 


w a date 3 benevolence, which. frongly a 


hd IT... 8 


| ed: another hot of procuring an increaſe of 


fund to the Corporation; by eftabliſhing a correſpond- 


ent Board or Boards at Edinburgh, and the other 


Cities and great Towns of Scotland, for the purpoſe 


of ſoliciting and receiving contributions to the Chari- 
ty. The Corporation habe reaſon to hope that this 
o may, in time, become productive, as in juſtice 
it ought ;; for the objects which they are incorporated 


to relieve, are, for the moſt part, natives of thoſe very 


cities and towns, The propoſal has been received 


and approved by two ſuceeſſive general Courts, and a 


Committee 1 89 to conſider of the moſt probable 
. . | means 


be: 0 A DITION TO SERMON av. | el 
of carrying it into effect. The Committe 


1 g Foals reported, that. this. object appeared to them i in a | 
promiſing light, but that the times ſeemed unfavoura- 
de to making the attempt juſt nom, recommending, 


3 however, to the Court, to keep it ſtill i eee oy it 


Ds may. be reſumed when opportunity invites. 
But after all theſe exertions, there is {till a view arte 


: proportion of opulent, ſubſtantial, thriving Scotſmen, 


reſident in Lo n and the neighbourhood, who do 
not contribute any thing to this charitable purpoſe. ; 
Many do not ſo much as know of its exiſtence, who 


need nothing but information, to be induced to ſtretch 


forth the hand to promote it. For their ſake, chiefly, ; 


this narrative is compiled; and it will inform thoſe 

_ Into. whoſe hands it may fall, that for 130 years laſt 
1985 paſt, there has been, and there is, in London, a.char- 
_ tered Company of Scotſmen, and the deſcendants of 


Scotſmen 3 the end of whoſe incorporation is, by | 
voluntary contributions, to create a fund for the relief | 
1 and aſſiſtance of poor Scots people who have not ac- | 


quired a right to any parochial proviſion in England: 


and who have ſurvived the power of labouring, or are 


diſabled by caſualty. and diſeaſe to earn a livelthood, 
. who, defirous to return to their native A 
| rind of the means. ; 1 


Tue number of ſuch odere i is W greater abi : 1 


is generally. apprehended,” though by no TORR 


incredible to any one who reflects on the vaſt multituds 


of journeymen artificers in every branch, ſeamen, day- 
en the wives oe ſoldiers, ſailors and ſervants, 
| | and 
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never arrive at the meats of making good a ſettlement. : 
With its preſent ſlender, funds, the Corporation has, 
of late been called upon 19, confider. the caſes, one her 
Vith another, of near one thouſand aged; infitm, diſ- 
eaſed, mutilated, belpleſs creatures, who: had no other | 

_ reſource, no other hope: and, hard neceſſity! the ad- 


92 


F miniſtrators of theſe funds have been often obliged, 


with bleeding hearts, to diſmiſs the | neceflitous 
. wretches wich a very Inadequate ſupply." . 5 | 


It may be here neceſſary | to. vindicate the Toffiation : 


from a;caluniny-with which ſome have. hardened their 
| own hearts,, and . poiſoned the ears of others; and 
meraby robbed. it of part, of its ſupport... The whole 
bos been repreſented. as a mere eating aud drinking 
buſineſs, in which che name of Charity is employed 
un cover to gormandizing. This inſmuation is il- 
liberal, eruel and unjuſt. Not a penny of the money 
contributed to the relief of the poor is laid out on eat- 
ing and drinking. The extra- expence of the Feſtivals 
_ cheerfully diſcharged by the Stewards, The Cor- 
poration uſed formerly indeed to treat the Gentlemen 
ol the monthly Committee with tea and coffee, when 

emplo oyed actual ſerxice but even this is diſcon- 
tinned, and tlie trifting enpence of it ſaved, The 

| Bradle's ſalary and little perquiſites excepted, no 
| officer of the Corporation converts a farthing of 
the public money to his own uſe; and the Beadle's 
8885 is el. en being a finecure, Even the Sesnekarxe 


1 


eee eee e, 


5 a eee fs r air Be de cn Aibentesbetbe 
troubleſome; His: 26 TGA for” His time ata! 

| rouble,” but the privilegebf no premiſes in 

= Octane. Court; Tree of fene and taxes, and theſe preinif- 

, and ace6thine 
. datos of the Coutts and Committees of the ' Corpori- 
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* 5 * "TH; WOES # faſhion and fortune "who, 
_ either flatedly | .or/ occalionally* viſit the Viettopolis, 


whom the Corporation has hot yet the honour of reck- 
„ oning ab "members; it is to be preſomed, they have 
never had proper applicatibii made to them; Ade were 
24e inſult to fuppoſe it could” be made in vain" Not 
one of the Scottiſh Peerage who has either an heredi- 
tary, or an elective; Seat in the Britiſn Parliament, 
could poflibly tejeR a decent requiſition of his coun- 
tenance and ſupport to ſuch a cauſe. The whole 
iortpefite Scottiſh Members of the Houſe of -Coth- 
„ mons,” would undoubtedly, to a man, deem them - 
ſeſven happy in adding to its reſpeQability and per- 
manency, were it properly repreſented to them. Of 
| $ebt{men not in Parliament, there muſt be a very con- 
fiderable number, of high birth, and great fortune, 
who regularly paſs a part of the 3 rear in London, and 
' who would receive with pleaſure a folicitation in be- 
half of indigence and diſtreſs. The intermarriages of 
_ Muftrious and affluent 'Englifh, with Scottiſh Fami- 
Hes, might ſurely be turned to good account, in favour. 
of a Scottiſh” Charity. And let it be acknowledged | 
i 5 5 with gratitude, that many Gentlemen entirely Engliſh, 
aua particularly a conſiderable proportion of the Court 


of 


Ls . dec of I 


object, 28, at different times, any thermſehres as 
_ Governors for life. art. 
The number of ſubſtaritial ade en 7 monk. 
95 Britain, who have not yet become members either by 
85 donation or annual ſubſeription, is undoubtedly very 
— great. Men of this deſeription are riſing into notice 
BY every hag s they would be flattered by an application; 
9 and, being nearer in condition to the objects which 
the inſtitution propoſes. to relieve, are more likely to 
| ſympathize with ey and 9 dees their 


1 There are many 3 fawilies, ow e 
nn England, but of Seortiſh extraction, and that not 


F remotely, who aſſuredly would eſteem it an honour to 
i b contribute to the relief of the unfortunate Natives 
1 of the Land of their Anceſtors- And why: not 
5 put a mark of reſpect on ſueh, by making an applica- 
I tion that goes on 4 preſumption of their generoſity 
f und attachment to i. as Lal as of their huma- 
„ nity? 5 | 
. | 0 Ire 18 ain 1 Conti of i cevenus} 3 1 © 
4  _ indeed been in contemplation, bur hitherto, not fairly 
2 put to the teſt; though were the experiment made, it 
„ could not poſſibly fail: It is, the generoſity, compaſ- 
"Is fon, and public ſpirit of the Scottiſh Lapres of rank, 
nr. fortune, and influence. It would be groſs injuſtice to 
8 ſuſpect Them of coldneſs and indifference to ſuch an 
h, | object, were it fairly repreſented, Could one ſach 

t | O2 | Lady 
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| favourably"impreſſed: with the ear of 4 5 
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: Lily do endes d diftriburian-of the Corpo 
charity, for one evening, the buſineſs would be . 


Por what would her eyes behold? A miſerable aſſem- 
blage of hapleſs, helpleſs Scots amen, crawling in, one 
aſter another to aſt, and to rective, a poor pittance, 
1 to keep alive a little longer the waſted lamp of nature 
Dold women of -fixty, ſeventy;: iray up to fourſcore 
| years, who are paſt their labour, d have ſurvived all 1 
have outlived: chemſelves: yet in 
decent apperel,: and of modeſt deportment, looking 
with an earneſt, but an half-extinguifhed eye, for the 
quarterly or half- yearlyj Guinea, and departing with 


_ their friends, 


eee on their quivering lips, to the hand 
which beſtotedꝭ it—Yowng women lumenting the pre- 


mature death of their earthly fappert, pleading. with 


de pathetic dumb ſhew of à child: unborn, or the af- 


- feQting eloquence of an infant at the breaſt, for a little 


ſupply to the widow: and the orphan—Females, in, a 
word, in every varied form of human wretchedneſs, 


Wick the imprefion:of a ſcene like this, and it is a2 


picture after nature, with the impreſſion of à ſcene 
Alke this, warm on the heart, how would the humane 
Woman ef Condition plead, in the next gay circle 


dme entered, how powerfully,” and how fucceſsfully 
plead, the cauſe of female diftireſs! How would the 


"hallowed flame be tranſmitted from one gentle boſom 
lo another! How would the pleaſure and ſplendor 
of high life he dignified, be ſanctißed, be ſweetened, 
| en 2 n ah its Sus” among the 
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5 want! And what an acceſſion of male 
ſupport would not this produce? What Gentleman 

could ſtand aloof, after the Female World had declared 
itſelf 2 Honourable, truly honourable, will it be for 
the great Lady who ſhall lead the faſhion in this in- 
ſtance; and honourable, truly honourable, for all thoſe 
who ſhall follow it. They Hall be had in everlaſting 5 

remembrance. Generations unborn ſhall ariſe and call them 
| blefſed. Wealth and riches ſhall be in their houſe. Their 
pofterity ſhall be mighty upon earth, -For, They have diſ- 

'  petiſed, and given to the poor. They fed the hungry, 


they refreſhed the thirſty, they received and protected 
the ſtranger, they clothed the naked, they viſited the 
fick, they enlarged the priſoner—and the F riend of che 
miſerable my gloriouſly 7 them, 
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» Preached at Salters-Hall, April 8th. 1780, before 
e Correſpondent Board, in London, of the Society | 
in Scotland-for propagating Chriſtian Knowledge i in 
the Highlands and Iſlands; and publiſhed at the re- 
queſt of the Society, and of the Correſ pondent Board. 
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d the aol Angel fo 
voices. in Heaven, ſaying,” The Kingdoms of this 
world a are 3 rhe 7 9 97 ns of our Lord, and 
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elapſed, fince Chriſtianity was fifſt planted 
in the world. During that "extenſive period, it 
1 pervaded a very conſiderable part of the habi- 
| table globe, | In ſome. regions, it has fixed a 
more permanent reſidence; on others it has 
but juſt glanced: and ſuch is the will of Provi- 
dence, the ſplendor of the Sun of Righte- 22 
_"ouſneſs”: has ſuddenly given place to the ſullen 
gloom of the Prince of Darkneſs. The ſtate of 
i Chriſtianity, at any given era, affords a proſpect 
at once mournful and pleaſing. It is always 
mournful to reflect on the extent and prevalency 
1 of Sarah: and: 2 50 188 18 7 
7 mot with 
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er? the influence and effect of the Goſpel of 


Ot thoſe Parts el the kee Biebe 


| this divine religion has, acquired a laſting eſta · 5 
f  bliſhment,our own Country is one of the moſt diſ- 
3 Watz Rlitain has 6Btained an illuj- 


Uberality > eb oe eren ants I 8 will, | 


 hovtevs?, I doybt not; be readily admitted, that 


PRE Ros: has had, and ever will haxe, a 


euer dien, be deemed. of litle I by any 5 
min whQ teally wiſhes his country well? But, 
Dvxez the preſent ſtate of religion in Britain preſent - 
very encouraging proſpect? I pretend not to 
exhibit an accurate, and complete, eſtimate of the 
times, in this reſpect. Wer abounds. TM 
love af many has waxed cold: But even the YL 
prevalency of infidelity is not ſo Sion, as 

3 


it firſt ght it might appear; for infidelit 
oo: years, totally changed its nature and its 
complexion. . The infidelity of the day, 1s not 


that which W to — itſelf by argu- 
ment | 
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N ment. which employs the Powers. o Wee 5 
poſſibly: Conil pg e 8 at in 
_ delity is the child of ignorance and idleneſe 3 ant 
its iſſue, is not elaborate, - cance and eee 

_ effays, levelled at the Goſpeh but diffipation,; 

_ criminal indulgence, and every evil werk. Ge 
evident advantage reſults from cis ſtate of things. 
The friend of Chriſtianity: is left entixely at leiſure. 
to purſue his plans for its propagatian and ſucceſs. | 
 Unbelievers now. acquire their creed too cabily, to 
think of- diſturbing. others in 1 | 
edge of theirs, Let Chriſtians be as zealous and | 
_ diligent as they will, in diffuſing their Maſter's, 
daoctrine, their adverſaries are too indolent, or too | | 
much engaged i In. other Purſuits, to 9 them Lo. 
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much, if any interruption.” 1 

| And wherefore, men and beeilen, ſhould . we 

fit take advantage of the careleſſneſs of the foe d 
+. Shall ve always ſtand on the defenſive? No; 
let us riſe at once, and armed, not with ford 

and faggot, but with truth and meekneſs; with 
| love to God, and compaſſion, to men, carry 
the banner of the Goſpel into the dark regions 
ef i ignorance and error and bar! ariſin. 

I mean not to conſider the words of the text in 
e with the circumſtances wherein they ap 
e MED by a . chorus of celeſtial voices, 

when 
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1 but imply, as re a e 121 | e 5 
(ETD prophecy of the «gniverſal - extent and everlaſting : 

0 duration of nr ries, arr , Rapt i into + | 
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of our Lord and of Mis ch. — Tui iv ernie L 


of * hoſts, who- £8) wonderful! in connſel and excellent in 

wworking,—W erb tie end from the beginning, ſaying, 
3 your” aud, and I will do all my Pedfore. 
fin; on this ſubje&t; 1 propoſe, 1 
8 = ls | th 


import of this expreſſion, 


Which Is the. burden of the ſong of the heavenly Ny 
15 choir, The kingdoms of this world are become the © 


| kingdoms of our Loxp, ande of h his unter: and he | 
hall reign for. ever and ever. AS . * 5 


II. We ſhall enquire, What i is the ground. of | | 


. 54 and hope, that ſuch a Period, and ſuch an Y 


event, as thoſe e ed in the text, ſhall indeed aL 

take Place? ; 1 K 
III. It may bs in + is a 

revolution fo great, and fo important, likely to 


de effected? and what #s our Coca . een 
. lation « of it? MY, | 


Le 
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* ert Leid us confttler the import of the expreffion; 
> "fe King dome of this world are become the Eb 8 
3 7 by e e e 5 
, "The ſame arguments duch evince bag as k. 
| tence of « one living a id true "God, ig 
TE, - allo. his care of, and his ſovereignty, over, the 
3 : vo which he has made. 25 Hiſtory and daily 
WE experience confirm the concluſions of reaſon ; and 
Scri pture, in every page, aſcribes to God, the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory. Thus, at the 
end gf the days, 1 Nebichadue#zar t ifted up mine 
Des dure Heaven, and nine underſſanding returned N 
onto me, and I Bleſſed the Mot High, and I praiſed 
| and hououred Him that. li veth for ever, whoſe domi- 
non is | aneverlafiing dominion,and his kingdom is from 
_ 400 e ; 44. all the inhabitants of 


We 


3 . or 5 unto She 7 Frs thou. ? Ble efed be 
"* the name of ( Cd for ever and ever : for wiſdom and 
' might are his: and he changeth the times and the ſea- 
ons: he removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings: lle 
 piveth wiſdom unto the wiſe, and knowledge 10 them 
T0 know, ; uderfandingt. But the voices of the 
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, port elf by the arm c of fleſh. .- But the prophe- AF 
onſickration looks. forward to a 0 
period, when the ſpirit of this world ſhall be. ſub- | 
dued, and brought into captivity, 1 to the will of 
Chriſt; when even the temporal intereſts of king - 

doms ſhall be ſubjected to the law of the goſpel. 
The words then, at the leaſt, 


fignify,, that, in 


proceſs of time, the profeſſion of C 
become univerſal; that the knowledge of the 


Lord ſhall at length © fill the whole earth, 25 the 
waters cover 8 & 


When: we. conſider * extent of Chriſtian | 


| e e at any former period, with reſpect 


either to extent of territory, or to the numbers 
3 x 1 of 
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al hoſt, 1m len nd 1 


"that mich þ Hh ofthe we orc as the great 

* | Creator and Ruler of all, , His Cinis is joined 

uuithh c Lord in this DOE aol refore 
the dominion of g 4 < 


| intimating, as. the context inſtructs us, that | 
it ſhould not appear in worldly ſj plendor, nor Tup- 1 


iſtia ity ſhall 
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98 mankind, uche calculation is diſtreſſing, and pre- 
_ fonts) us with 


whoſe intricacies and difficulty human underſtand- 


1 ing in vain attempts to unfold... Why the goſf pel 
dil penſation ſhould have. been, deferred ſo long. 
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and then diffuſed ſo pa artially, ars queſtions of no 
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1 folution, Th 1 this Ne . we. all our 


ELEL 


aſonings, -ang {all 6 ohr rel rches,, at laſt reſort, 


EY 9 55 time and method, mull needs in all things 


> belt: And, " whenever, the - goſpel. ſhall be- 


414%, 5 


mg the religion, of the globe,, zn mut be the 


5 ces at length, it will i infalhbly appear. that. the de- 
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itſelf Promoted. the defign. of. the Eternal 


Fe a, 
: 


dauer a the Roman: arms 3 "eds 2a 4 


unication: 1 the inbabitants of half 
it d and 2 its-progreſs, 
of intercourſe A- 


wt 3 yt 


Pe. 
es wy and formality 
J 448 1 Le. TELL 
; | in 


one of thoſe, myſterigs of Providence 


5 and powerfully contfibuted | to the upiver- 
z Eee: EE, Jos 1As. 5 firſt, ntrpdye- 


| 2¹⁰ e eee ertarrer e oN't 


in [thoſe nations Where it has 
0 el And ftablifhed. "It 915 Na 5 THY b 
5 nominal religion of went af" I Io 2 5 
Tope. But its ſpirit,” alas! En _ —_— not into tl the 


1 1211 o 


government of {0 much as ( One Ing ate. 
the feriouſticls of the” {ſhe ett Pekin itte ed,” W WE 


ecculd refrain* #5 Fhilltis ir" 6 
1 Clriftlan Mig, dt the hea 
| Tafidets! © and of "Eprothant 0 WerSign © of our 


5511 * . © ves 
"own untry entinuilg” to: Weaf, 4 ong bis other 
a conferred® by. the” "Bop of 3 | 
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titles 
on one of his Prediecetfors, ” 40 4 fechard fa a l Wa 
all that the ſcryice-or the Geste en mcited) för his 

| maintaining one "o the AAbſurdities 4 y. 
Tue political ſtate EVOL t this day 


| RiffiGent, that the Cet ils of ts 12 55 FT Ti 
directed by the Prince bf Pecs Can there be 


. oy” And gttulatfon) i in bee, at behol 
a form of ae 44 LA 
de tied Ce c gener 15 7 
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- pats of this aa; „ 

9 the Pond i in 8 1 . then, bas an 
meaning. it predicts” a A Links, l hen 1 oy 
Chriſtianity That be " untyerlall felt, as 5 well As 
b its N wen all men Mal becom The 5 


Chuiſtians, 


A 0 a 


e idea, mo __ 


aan 


when the angry paſſions ſhall ſubſide; ſelfiſhneſs 
hall flow out into univerſal benevolence, chari ty, . 


„ the bond of perfectneſs, ſhall every. Where | 


prevail, arid the will of God, in * Owe, Thall 
be Mie 96 carts it is in heaven. (23 
Glorious and bleſſed day 1 55 che fictions of 


the golden age ſhall be more than realized—wheh 
wiſdom ſhall illuminate, devotion exalt, and love 


inſpire every human breaſt—when relations ſhall be 


all dutiful and affetionate—neighbours benevo- 


: : 0 lent an 10 juſt—when princes ſhall be wie, and ſub- : 
| | jects happy—and neighbouring nations, free: from | 


| | | jealouſy, and free from fear, ſhall ſtudy each other $ 
| | welfare, and promote each other 8 proſperity, as as 


fame Maſter. 


* Fbelief; and hope, that ſuch a period, and ſuch 
an event, as thoſe e in the texts Were in- 
deed take place 5.5 LE] 41 1 

It will be FRG that the carafter of! th pre- 
ſent times; and the preſent aſpect of things, afford 
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; no very flattering ſymptoms of the flouriſhing, re- 
; VITER: and prevailing ſtate of Chriſtianity, in the 
1 1 of * we have been now folacing Our- 
. „ | P2 1 | ſelves. 


E f . 3 75 2 77 »: 3%, 1 2 * £4 +7 EI if | Ws 4 $ * 
nen 5, TME REDEEMER'S KINGDOM. 211 


%%%! TTT 
S, not merely in als” but in reality; 


the children of one Fither, and the I of the 


1 XA It may be 1 What 15 the 1 | 
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ſelves. It will be alleged, that, on the con- 

trary, there are many and unequiyocal | tokens of 
5 decay, and of a pproaching diflolution. The al- 
; legations are, a alas! but too well founded. But 
admitting their weight, they only prove, t that! in our 
age, and in the Place of the world with which we 


are acquainted, there is an apparent decline ; and 8 5 


that there is little probability of a revival from th 
| education, the manners, and the ſpirit of the rif- 
| ing generation. For the «Cl it ilement of a guilty | | 
| land, "who can tell but God may be about to ex- 
tinguiſh the precious light, which 0 few are diſ- 
Ss poſed to improve. This has happened in other 
ages, and to other nations. But the hiſtory. of 
other ages and nations conſtantly exhibits to us 
the. riſing of the Sun of Righteouſneſs upon 
done region, as he ſets upon another, and the bright- 
«ft periods of the Goſpel have generally been pfe- 
 ceded®by the deepeſt iſhades of ignorance and 
vice. In this, as in all things elſe, God's ways 
are not as bur Ways, nor his thoughts as our thoughts. 
If we look back to the infancy of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and form our judgment of its future 
growth, from obvious appearances, we ſhall be 
5 ſanguine indeed, if we give it not up as a loſt cauſe. 
So aud teach all nations, ſays Chriſt to his Diſciples, 
Luapti xing them in the name of the Father, and of 
EE 0 e 


ese 


„ * 1 „ k oo * c 
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enk ton * ru REDEEMER” 8 KINGDOM. 2 


9 Son, . of the Thy" G1. e n 1 
objerve all things whatſoever I have commanded jou: 

and lo, I am with IT ow even ” en e 
A the world. 


If we. attend * to pn 8 at 


5 the time when theſe words were ſpoken, nothing 


„ ſeemed. more improbable __ than the exiſtence 
of Chyiſtianity beyond the ſhort and uncertain 
lues of its then profeſſors. The world was, at 


that period, either buried i in the groſſeſt igno- | 
nance, or bewildered in a maze of vain philoſophy, 


and * ſcience falſly ſo called.” And full well 


5 was the prediction of the Pfalmiſt verified, in 


the early, the obſtinate, and rancorous oppoſition 

which was made to the religion of the . bleſf- 
eld Jeſus. ” The kings. of the earth ſet tlemſelves, 
aud tlie rulers take counſel together againſt the Lord, 
and againſt his anointed. The improbability of 
ſucceſs was greatly increaſed by the internal charac- 
ter and ſpirit of the Goſpel, and by the condition 

and character of its firſt miniſters. For the 


- geniusofChriſtianity contradicted and expoſed the 


moſt favourite maxims, diſallowed and condemn- 
ed the moſt prevailing practices of the world. 
| To a mind engroſſed by the wiſdom, or the plea- 
ſures, the riches or the honours, which men 


| naturally affect and purſue, nothing could be 
P 3 more 
= Matt, xxvill. 19. 20. = | 
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| 5 more : A 
A doctrine which taught, which enjoined, Which Go 
£ "200 the, croſs ; which profeſſed to level every 
high mountain of pride, to dry up the very foun- 
tain of caxnal j Joy, to lay the axe to the root of 
- ambition, 'and which propoſed. to che covetous, 


9227 


*. 


: e or forbidding, than the af] pet of 


treaſures, but not on earth, treaſures in heaven. 


And by what inſtruments were purpoſes « of fuch | 
hazardous ang difficult enterpriſe to be effected? 
| By men, deftitute of authority, of influence, . 
_ addreſs: 2 By men, whoſe natural abilities, whoſe 
country. and. parentage, whoſe perſons and em- 
5 ployments, were objects of deriſion and 1 „ 


not of relpe&, or jealouſy, or fear, 
An infidel of thoſe days might have found 


| Pen ſood for ridigule, in the idea of the end © 
"of the world, and of the eſtabliſhment and con 


tinuance of a A ſect, till then, at the head of which 


; ſtood A few literate fiſhermen, of no eſtimation 
in the eyes of the world. But we haye the ad- 5 
vantage, my Chriſtian friends, of reaſoning, at 85 


| this day, upon the matter of fact, which no. ar- 
gument can invalidate, and no ridicule expoſe. 


The hated doctrine, and the deſpiſed miniſters 
| of a crucified Jeſus, conquered appoſition, tramph- : 
| ed over the malice of earth and hell; and, with- 
| out the ald of Power, or x. Bale, or gold; nay, 
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conſtrained men to embrace the Croſs,” which . 


by nature the ohjsct of their averſion and diſdain. 
When this is conſidered, ſurely it cannot be deatn- 
ed credulity, or the mere fondneſs, of party and 
dee. to infer, that the power which has San 
Aability to the Chriſtian: church during duch a 
ſeries of years, both 


ſomewhat of its outward form, ſhifted. its place 
of reſidence ;. has been yariouſly: reported of, and 
ee: but its being, nature, 2 for ur 


_Femngiay analterable; immoveable. a . 
Our ground of belief, then, is nin coffud'; 
2 the hiſtory of We e thou- 


ſand: years paſt, and the 


Chriſtiadity has in it. In every e en 
relating to this all- important ſubject, we have 
found prediction uniformly juſtified by the event; 


and the divine veracity and foreknowedge eſta · 


|  bliſtied beyond the power of contradiction! "If. 


then, we admire and approve the faith of Abra · 


hain, and of the reſt; who! 4 belivved/God” [who 


«ſav. the Redeemer's day afar off” and rejoiced ; 
| who were perſuaded of the truth of the promiſes, 
84 * them; ſhall we not exhibit an ex · 
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it an eſtabliſhment i in the world, till, time hall, 7 
expire. It may. indeed change, it i changed 
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| winch ſhall have their acc n) 
-q All things are haltening to their” fi 
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The wild is wazing old, and falling ints decay; 
and even the Chriſtian Diſpenſation approaches to 


its conſutn mation. 115 "Andi is it poſſible to conceive 

an iſſue more glo more worthy of God, 

mere conſonant to Me ae) and tendeney of 
„than that which is here deſcribed? 


Aue Ep Ahoße, Nafräfel by Scripture, 
ed by the aſſenking voice of reaſon, and 


impelled by the mer and better emotions of 
the heart, may we not conclude, that, as the 


e of the world, preſents us with the purity 


perfection? of human nature, in the redone 
of thit firſt Parents of mankind, during the ſhort 
period of Pẽ Ts al felicity, {oats laſt; great, FE 


niſbing ſcene ina d det a garden, but a . 
de, peopled with their deſeendants, reſtored, 


through: the mediation of their ſpiritual Head, to 
greater glory than their temporal father loſt; the 


whole'fearth;- changed into a paradiſe, and that 
paradiſe. changing into now- heavens, and a ne 
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2 10 
— X T7 
” L 2 , : 1 WY 
* 8 7 r 8 * * 1 {>= Fe 1 : 
1 3 5 4 bots „ 14144 1 84 8 


4 
A 4 
* <6 — ASS 3 f wot 4 


Wee CG Es FO TY i OO. WEORnn 


. a ; 4 * ; a 
War ge . 135 ; 7 end 5 > 2 
e i 5 6 5 1 - 2 . 22 
135 en 5. THERE 
7 1a A 85 4 * & 5 
» , 5 N ö 


# 
„ 
; £% . 
8 1 1 . 14 
N ene * 


— 


I. in MEANS is a revabutian lo] : 


| 5 ſo important, likely to be effected 7 ene 
| is o DUTY in contemplation n e 
0 the firſt of theſe queſtions," the 8 re- 
=] ply muſt be, O Lore nor 
> without Peha tian wh may Hubjoin,- "By" endl 
ſpreading of uſeful knowledge: Chriſtian men 
: working under, and together with, God, for t his 
ther at a diſtance, ſeem produced by end 
naty means, and are to be accounted for only by 
the interpoſition of a ſupernatural apehey : while 
thoſe who! are placed” nearer, ' can clearly diſcern 
atural and neceffary contiection betwixt 
| cauſe Tad effect. In ſome of tlie events} which ” 
£ have been produced by a m =. 
ſtand aſtoniſhed, not at the greatneſs,” but at the 
5 meanneſs, and weaknels, of the inſtruments which 
were employed. And when this greateſt of all re- 
volutions ſhall have taken place, is it unlikely that 
the improbability and inaptitude” of the means, 
the feebleneſs and incongruity of the euere = 
Hall be one of the chief ſources of admiration? 


„thou weſt.” But 


' revolutions, to 


©. 


cu ous : power, we 


in, in the great changes which have 


5 taken place in the affairs of men, it is obſervable, 5 
; that the human agents were often fulfilling the 
deſi as of Providence, not only without their own 


Ne! 


1 28's Keb a> | 


oP 5 Wa 
duo; 1 k | 
=. + Suit thy holf olds Toles): ene 0 . 
. Gott Herod and Pat Es; with the . Gentiles, „ 
uu Remis ef Haul, nvere gathered together for || 
Wa . o 4 b nh hd aud. Fran, 1 deter- 
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| . 3 dee 8 5 Will anyone 
aue to ſan, that the period in, queſtion, however 
1 5 5 4 m, 00 remote, ſenſibly to N 5 
99 engage us, who are placed at ſuch a dif- 
| eee Liveſt thou, then, O man, to. thyſelf 
=. done? Haſt thou, then, an intereſt in nothing but | 
= _  whatthauart to ſee with thine eyes, and to be 
| „ partakeer of? IS the reſtoration of human nature, 
perfection; are the triumphs of the 
eemer, and the reſtitution of all things, 1 indif- 
ferent to thee, . becauſe, thy. head may be laid Tow 
before the dawning of that bleſſed day ſhall ariſes De 
„ How e how contemptible, 1s the ſelfiſh- 7 th 


- 
— 


— — — — 


— 
— 
— 


. 


. by E „ . 


ay Ie" 


REDEEMER'S ebe. 219 


2 5 bez which, forbs gars to ſow. the ſeeds. wales tip eng 
joyment of the crop, be fecured l If anceſtry had; 


. | acted on ſuch a narrow. principle, Ho. ] * ink 
N \ friend, had this day- been thy comforts. 5 


. 5 Y What, then, is our preſent duty. veliceings 


3 ee ae that thus the Kingdom of Chriſt | 
5 ö ſhall come; feeling that we have an intereſt in its 
approach, and perſuaded that, by the bleſſing of 


God, our feeble efforts may contribute to its ad- 
; |  vancetnent?”\ We have, firſt to conſider what 
| things chiefly retard the-progreſs of Chriſtianity, 
and to do our utmoſt toward removing ſuch ob- 
5 ſtructions. And, ſecondly,” we have carefully to 
Idultivate in ourſelves, and forcibly to recommend 
do others, thoſe tempers and principles, and that 
ö conduct, which are ſuitable ag tech human 


me exkibiced in the prophecy. FRE 


Two things, chiefly; check ee chi 
amity-—ignorance, and falſe notions of religion: 


| Iynorance Expoſes human nature inits moſt hum- 


_ bling, degraded and diſguſtful point of view. Bru- 


tiſh ignorance, and deteſuble vice, are ever found 


wallowing in the ſame abominable cave. Light 


s the firſt- born offspring of God, both in the ma- 
terial ancl intellectual world The goſpel of Chriſt 


18 the perfection of intellectual light. To diffuſe 
khat light, is to clear the way for tlie perception, 
FFF | and 


N 8 


1 ws OY dibaws 0 ann „ 


and the erh y ment; of every other blefüng. Now” 

it is the grand obje& of the Society in Scotland: for 
| >ating' Chriftian Knowledge, to ſcatter the 
light of truth, eſpecially where it is moſt likely to 
be received, and to do good. Senſible that i inve- 
terate habits are not eaſily ſubdued; that igno- 
rance; conſolidated with the conſtitution by length. N 
"6 8 0 is 3 to be eradicated; the | 


beben ith << the ſncere mille the word,” that 
the heavenly: wiſdom: drawn.in; by tender minds 
may grow with their growth, and ſtrengthen 
with their ſtrength. Inſtead of waiting till the 
monſter ignorance gather ſtrength, and become 
formidable through age, and then turning the 
world upſide down to deftroy; it, we betimes ad- 
vance to its den and try to ſtrangle it in infancy. 
And inaſmuch. as. to prevent evil, is eaſier than to 
cure, and much better than to puniſh it, by ſo 
much is the plan of this nobl Charity, i in making 
early youth. its object, preferable to thoſe which 
aim at the inſtruction, the e or amend- 5 
| ment of advanced. age. 1 
Another great ob BOT. to the, 1 5 5 a | 
Chriſtian knowledge is, wrong notions of religion. 
This is an evil more alarming, more formidable, 


—— 
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"other. If ignorance degra ades men into bes a 
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14 | 


and more diligently | to be watched, 0 _ | 


FO? 


414141442 


5 corrupted ſyitem « of religion converts them into 0 
BT devils. : Ignorance i is a wild beaſt of the night, 

5 which, hates the liebt and huns the haunts of 

| men; . but "bigotry, * 4 rayening wolf of, the day, 

which, ſtalks abroad, and ſeeks men, if to, deyour 

5 them. Now. of all the corruptions in religion, 

that which profeſles. to do C God ſervice by deſti 077 


ED ing} men, , Whic ch. expreſles, 1 love to the foul by 


— 8 


Practiüng ; cruelty, on. the body, ; and. which 
|  dodrinerof the 


4 —_ 3 this ſurely i is one e of the moſt grievous, and 
of intolerable. - And this is the ſpirit, this the pra 
tice of Popery. . his way, therefore, the wiſdom 
of the Society 1 in Scotland for propagating -Chriſ- 
tian Knowledge, alſo bends its moſt firenuous 
= efforts ; but in this, too, preſerves that ſpirit of 
: diſcretion, gentleneſs, 3 and Chriſtian moderation, 
5 by which all its proceedings are difti inge iſhed. "In- 
| Read of idly declaiming againſt Popery, where 
Y the danger, of i it 18 only 4 ſubject of converſation, i it 
885 ſtrives to prevent Popery whete it; is a Teal evil. 
f Inſtead of attacking | the enemy in the metropolis, 8 
8 where men are all eyes, all attentioh, all jealouſy; 
5 mh PSs. it £0 the bleak r be nn of the North, 
1 - 1 here, | 


= 7 mw immured with i ignorance and barb: 
And confiding in the difta; 


” of 


= $5. 
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mot 


. im, 


ce of legal power and 


{9 


; authority 2 * Keeps Seda in awe, and pre- 


\ vails by terror. Inſtead of hunting - down. old 


- papilts, we aim At rearing up young proteftants; 
and, abkiorring t6 imitate; popery in one bf its 


9 


5 ting "the fpitie | 
doo its utiretnitting endedvolits to Ritter and che- 
nm the feds of its 'pertifcious' lte. ' Whilft 


-- 


gerte, te mddetation, e te 
Enowledget © e 


. wortt qualitie 3 "a fpirit of perſecution, we. difdain. 


1 


es e: arm ple 'of its zeal, „ald huckbly ſtrive to 
vigdrobs vering efforts in Ppropiga- 


ty Fache truth abit ! is in Jeſus,” 


others, m their jolt deteſtation of this Plague and 
ſtroye of the Duran race, are deſitous f K 


„ ee range en 
5 ation, with to prevent its growth. - Gteat is the 
ruth] pleaſing is the triumph of dil. , 


0 eee vith 


„„ 
* 


As we would 1 kits e 


Dh the Kingdoms of this world Hall become the Kingdoms 
; of 01 our Lord and of. his Chri if it muſt be our con- 

- ſtant ſtudy, through the grace of God, to culti- 
vate in ourſelves, and to recommend earneſtly. to 
others, thoſe principles and diſpoſitions, and that 


5 which a are ſuitable to ſuch a glorious ſtate 


of things. W it to have arrived: What a 


wonderful 
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f ; ſelves! din, of God muſt be within us, 5 


a well as round about us; for it is a kingdom of 
righteouſneſs, amd peace, and joy in the ol) 


beste The Kingdom of gern emnor Gn, 
* till the kingdom of grace be advanced and per- 


ed, The dice of the Kingdom of 


ape eee eee e and bops, by 


de anchor & the fonlsi and obtxitys Nich is 2he 
tr Su of oparfetineſe But hi5 laſt 1 N. © 
both Kingdoms: it is therefore aha re ; 
three; andito the exerciſe Ge eee branch 6 
i vou an eee. Men Britons, and 


r e FO your eee ' 


| generolay, your: patriotiſm. Aud e came hither | 


'therfove, to rer e betere ) you; as it is . 


portrayed in the een pans ai To e 


5 together this day. 3 . 
dic This fo iety M now in His ſeyeral check 


cc near eight thouſand children of both ſexes, wko 
char inſtructed i in the Bw of the Proteſtant 
e . Religion, | 


wx 
. 
2 6 


rar VSTYERSAL BXTENT or SERMON. Fo 

cer and t erine up toitduſtry,agriculince 

7 ures, and handicrafts; that they may 

\= be 5 members of ſogiety, loyal ſubjects to 

: ; LOTINEC e, ART fitted, for | 

2 20 93578: IS. GH ant | 44e a 

Wick Apoll fer Ile, 

\er's heart but ſwells 3 
4 | spring, in the fu ni. 

went of icath and outhfuldivicity, ity, and Cheerful 

q op eee table, rene whole 
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2 e Vhat a fam | 

| thouſand little cnt}: ame Chriſtian 
and munificence, feeding on the bread of life ! Je 
| who have children of your own, grivdg 

_ creaſe your family by extending your pious care to 
theſe! young ones. Te who have none, adopt 
5 this beautiful. of Ispring, make eee 
beirs, whilſt you lire; diſpenſe to their neceſſities, 
make vourſelves rich. Their proviſion, cnt be 
made from day to day: can you refuſe to contri- 
bute toward to- morrowꝰs repaſt? ef: | Upheld: by 
Poqur foſtering hand, they ſhall increaſe in 
r and eee bene So 
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We live in an age of luxury of the moſt extra- 


1 5 vagant and expenſive kind. Let me preſent you 


with an article of this ſort—with a delicacy which 


| the ſenſual and the vain know nothing of; with 
ga feaſt, of which the underſtanding, the heart, 
and the conſcience at once partake; and the value 


of the purchaſe you yourſelves ſhall determine; it 


+ is that moſt. fatisfying of all entertainments, the 
making others happy, happy i in time, — happy for 
ever. Have you proſpered in the world? ſancti- 
yy your gains by an offering unto the Lord. 
Whilſt the proſperity of fools is deſtroying them, 
inflaming their pride, diffolving their principles, 
and corrupting their morals, let your ſucceſs be 
_ * adorned with piety, and 1 and condeſcen- | 
Gr ſion. e - 


'Ye generous Engliſh | we have adventured to 


5 tran plant aſcionfrom a nobleſtockof NorthBritiſh 


extraction, into your hoſpitable ſoil. Give it room, 


0 give! it ſhelter, give it protection. Lou are far above 
the prejudices of the vulgar and illiberal. You 
will not ſtand enquiring, concerning the object 

_ of this charity, Whence comes it? but Is it wor- 

thy? Its worth and importance we cheerfully 

5 ſubmit to your diſcernment. Scotſmen are proud to 

reckon ſo many of their Engliſh Chriſtian brethren 
among the avowed ſupporters of this truly 


e os _ Chriſtian 


EE 5 5 : 
4 ns AlL EXTENT © OF  8&nMON 5 


Chriſtian, Proteſtant, Britiſh init irevion—and they 

rejoice to | fe an hs:  cxtnenited, for the nobleſt 
5 purpoſes, by more than acts of the legiſlature; by the 
unchanging, efficacious; and everlaſtingenactments, 

ol mercy, and truth, and pitty—an union in imi- 
tating our common Saviour, an union in ſerv- 

ing the beſt intereſts of our country union in 

: | cultivating the Forthieſt principles in our nature, 
: —union in purſuing the end of our common faith, 
the ſalvation of our fouls ;—union in furthering | 

| the intereſts of the Kingdom of our Lord and of his | 

GH; e and ever. Amen. 
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* As this volume contains another Salben, preached 
before the Society for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, in the year 1789, the Reader will be pre- 

| ſented, as an addition to that Sermon, with a conciſe 
hiſtory of the riſe, [progreſs and preſent ſtate of tho 
„ a * the , of any W 
5 addition here. 
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TE BELIEF OF THE GOSPEL A SOURCE. 


OF JOY AND PEACE. | : 


n 


| Sheet, the 21ſt of May 1783, at the ordination of 
the Rev. James Livpoay, * to the paſtor 
office in that place. 
To which is added, with the Author's permiſſion, 
The CHARGE, delivered on that occaſion, to Mr. 
"Li om. by the Rev. TA hs on ren. ; 
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„ | Rowans 2 XV. 13. 


"THE BELIEF or THE GOSPEL, A SOURCE | 


o r AND PEACE, 


3 


Wu 


New the God if hope fit you with all joy ho 99 
in believing, that. ye may abound in hope, ONE 


2 105 85 of ? the . Glatt. 


written, and for which it is preached, are, 


that the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, may be, from 
time to time, inſtructed i in the grounds of their ; 
belief, and that they may. enjoy the conſolations 
which flow from a well eſlabliſhed faith. The 


8 reaſon alligned by Luke, the beloved phyſician, 
for his writing the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, is, that 
| Theophilus might © know the certajaty of thoſe 

things, wherein he had been inſtructed. There 


5 is one great diſadvantage attending a civil eftabliſh- 


} ment of Chriſtianity, namely, the reception of it 
from faſhion, rather than from a perſuaſion of its 


iD truth and importance. In ſuch a ſtate, as many = 
55 are offended with the Goſpel for no cauſe, ſo, many 


%% 


H E great ends for which the Goſpel 1 was 
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=. embrace it they know not Why, and hence are ut-. 2 
ech brlquilificd to give an aufwer, to ally man 


cc ho aſketh à teafonof the hope that 1 is in them.” 
Ge cannot help wiſhing, my beloved friends, 


in the exerciſe and enjoyment of their privileges, 
but alſo, that their comfort ſhould be built on 


that they" mould not only be filled with * peace 


| lieved. I have therefore choſen the words juſt 

©. of © Gdſpet Miniftet,as afforditig a fit ſubfect 
5 fefttis as God” ſhall be pleaſed to enable me, 
that, through the bleſung © of heaven, it may ad- 


OO hope, through grace.” f 8 5 


F 18 the ſource, and the repoſitory, of uſeful know- 
| led 2e 


hope, and our joy: For whatſoever things were 
written. alorctime were written for our learning, 
. ” that 


5 8 


that it were otherwiſe; it 1 to be wiſhed that 
Profeſſing Chriſtians ſhowk# not only have comfort 
the ſolid foundation of knowledge and conviction ;. 


and Joy in Believing,“ but that they thould, at the 585 2 
fame time, know in whom, ard why they have be- 


rio read; and the {otemnity of the ordination fer- | 
St diſeourſitig to you, in as pain and perſuaſive ; 
of the grounds and eyidentes of your Holy faith, 


i min iter to. you, Fas evetlaſting PR, and 


""The Apoſtle ſuggeſts, verſe 4th, that "= Fg 


; and that the reaſons why. divine truth was 
; committed to writing, Were, Our information, our 


5 
0 
= 
t 
a, 
C 
re 


r 


we if tf * n 2 


the Chriſtian diſpenſation, which are indeed not 


two, but one, in two different forms. c Now I 


fay, that Jeſus Chriſt was a miniſter of the cixcum- . - 


- cifionfpr the truth of God, to confirm the promiſes f 
made unto the fathers: And chat the Gentiles 


might glorify God for his mercy, as it is written, 


# : For this cauſe. I wil confeſs to thee among the 
Gentiles, and fing unto thy name. And again 
be faith, rejoice ye Gentiles, with his people. ai 


And again, Praiſe yethe Lord, all Te Gentiles, and 


aud him all ye people,” And again, Efaias faith, 
There ſhall be a xoot of Jeſſe; and he that ſhall 

ie to reign over the Gentiles, in him ſhall the - 
| Gentiles, truſt,” - The es which he here 


quotes, from Moſes, from. David, from Iſaiah, 
clearly prove that, at three very different and diſ- 


tant periods of the Jewiſh Church, full and ex- 

plicit intimations were given of an approaching : 
deliverance, not to the Jews only, but to the 
| Gentiles alſo; and it cannot admit of a doubt, 


that the deliverance to which they refes, at leaſt 
in Paul's apprehenſion, was that which Jeſus 
Chriſt effected by his incarnation, life, death, and 


reſurrection. Here, then, God has laid the foun- 


SN Eee dation 


— 
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. that we through patience and comfort of the ſcrip- 
\ tures might have hope.” At the 8th verſe, he con- 


5 ders the ſalvation ofa loſt world, as the grandobject 
ofthe Moſt High, under the Jewiſh, as wellas under 


232 © TAB BELIEF OF THE GOSPEL. 1 Ge 
dation of one pillar of the Chriſtian faith, namely, 
in the concurring and expreſs declarations which 
He at fundry times, and in divers manners,” | 
| made to the world, concerning this great event. 
Not to inſiſt on that firſt and general prediction, 2 


concerning the ſeed of the woman, who was to be 
the bruiſer of the ſerpent's head, let us advance to 


the period when God began to reduce into a par- 


ticular form and ſyſtem his purpoſe of good will i 


to men; that is, when Abraham, « at the age . 


ſeventy-five years, was called of God from his 
kindred and habitation ; ſeparated not only from 
his idolatrous neighbours, t from his own neareſt | 
relations; ſent into a 25 of perpetual baniſh- 

ment, childleſs, and beyond all hope or pro- 


bability of progeny; and vet, under all theſe diſad- 4 
vantages, conſtituted and declared the heir of We 


the promiſe, the progenitor of that illuſtrious 
Saviour, in whom at 92 Ki *al the Rs * | 
the earth ſhould be pleſſe h 4 
From that moment, we 65 a fence LT a- 
round him and his family, which the violence of 
| hoſtile ſurrounding ſtates was not able to break 
through, nor the revolutions of neighbouring 
kingdoms, to pluck. up, nor the waſtes of all- le- 
pouring time to impair, till the deſigns of Heaven 
Pere e 
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In all. the ſubſequent events which affected this 
Family and their deſcendants— their various con- 
ditions: and places of reſidence the declarations : 
made of them—the obſervances enj joined them 
the changes of their government, from its eſta- 
bliſhment to its annihilation—all kept in view 

: the object preſented to their venerable anceſtor 

+ the MESSIAH or SHILOH, to whom © the ga- 


| _ thering of the people ſhould be.” That men, living 


ſo remote from each other in point of time, and 

55 under ſuch various aſpects of Providence, ſhould be 5 

Fo Jed to conſider one and the ſame object as poſſeſſ- TT 
ing a 4 ſupereminent excellency and im portance, 0 


and, however differing in other reſpects, i in perfect 


union here, is not to be accounted for on the uſual 

principles of human nature, and from the ordinary 
Current of human affairs; and therefore can proceed 
only from the Lord, who is wonderful i in en | 
8 11 excellent in working. 


If it be aſked, Wherein conſiſts the credibility 
18 & that record, wh ich conveys. the knowledge of 
| theſe things to us? It may be anſwered, That 
this very harmony and conſiſtency will be admitted 
as no inconcluſive argument, by the candid and 
unprejudiced. To thoſe who believe a ſuperintend- 
ing Providence, in the adminiſtration of the affairs 
bo this world, the truth and importance of theſe 
flacred Oracles will be at once demonſtrated, from 


OE” A 
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the care which that Providenee has evi len | 


To what remote antiquity mult we recur for 
origin of the earlieſt of theſe venerable Books? 
ene e extended line, muſt we pur- 
= many. eee ee Nag deen proferved ? © 
How many generations of men have they outlived? Ly 
1 — have they with- 


8 qi Fes to deftroy 
them, have many ages ago been cut off from the face 
of the earth. That nation which was ans the 


of hs ad oh e the Revelation * 
God to their forefathers, The lang 
the Scriptures were originally. wit 
diſuſe, except among the -arhed few. Nevertheleſs 
the word of Jenovan is an ehe treaſure to every 
Eindred, and people, and tongue. The wit of man 
has been employed againſt it, and i it maintains its 
a. 'Fhe matice and power of men have a- 
benpted to cruſh it, and yet it remains in full 

. 1 The weakneſs of ſuperfiition, and the mad- 


i 
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_ neſs of enthruſiaſim have aimed at perverting it, 
put it ſtill runs pure. The fury of ſucceſſive- 
iy contending parties, has tortured and wreſted 
5 ien * ee but, when their vio- 
lence is extinguiſh forgotten, it er 
an ful, ſteady, ou unpliant dignity. | 
xperietice of the paſt, leaves us no room 2 
doubt of its future ſtability and progreſs. I ſhall 
6 eee more, under this part 


ol my ſubject. The credibility of the Holy Seri - 


tures of the Old Teſtament, as conſtituting a 
pꝛrof of the Goſpel, will be put beyond a doubt; 
| if weconfider through what hands they have been 
' tranſmitted to us. Can the Jews, the inveterate 
enemies of Chriſtianity, the murderers of the Lord 
ol glory, be fuſpected of a deſign of contributing 
| toward the chief ſupport of the Chriſtian faith ? 
Burely no But yet they have done it. With⸗- 
out ſering the end which God had in view, they 
carefully preſerved the inſpired books; they had 
them numbered. to a line, nay to a ſingle let- 
Ke to prevent all addition or diminution; ad - 
they have, thereby, unknown to themſelves, fur- 
niſhed the world with the cleareſt evidence of what 
: they would willingly cruſh and deſtroy, and, to 
this day, exhibit their own condemnation as the 
. of their hope. 
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Il it be aſked, farther, Why the knowledge, and 


nes). of the Seriptures, a matter of univer - 
lar ſpot 
anch a particular people? It may be anſircred, = 


al concern, were fo long limited to a-peculiz 


that in the very act of calling Abrah: 


family, to the high honour of being FOES ” 
of the divine Revelation and the anceſtors of our 


h, an enpreſs intima- 


Saviour according to the 


tion was given, that fuch dittinction was not for | 
their ſake merely, but for the ge od; 
at length, ALI. Nations might be bletſed 3 in one 
wh ſhould deſcend from that particular family, OE, 
and in conſequence of promiles and predictions 


which were, for à feafon, to be depoſited with 


them, in behalf of the world at large. And the | 
_ hiftory,' not only of that people, but of the fur- 
rounding and ſucceeding nations and empires, ſa- x 


tisfyingly proves, how wiſely, and how well, an end 
fo benevolent was anfivered,, 255 _— at ma 


- its ſo improbable, oo 
: That people © to whom pertained the EY : 
fo.” and the- glory, and 'the ” covenants, and 


the giving of the law, and the fervice of God, 
and the promiſes: Whoſe are the fathers, and 
of whom, as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came,” 

were, for many ages, doomed to an unſettled, 


: Ea, Tae. They travelled from county: to 


une 
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© country. They were apparently ſuſpended of Pro- 
vidence, a ſpectacle before the eyes of all the na- 
tions whither they went, to warn them of the 5 
fuolly and wickedneſs of idolatry, and to call them 


to the living and true God. 5 


The yenerable patriarchs themſelves » were — | 
employed in this ſervice. Abraham was ſent to | 
Egypt, and afterward ſojourned among the Philif- | 
© . tines.' Iſaac alſo lived all his life long in the midſt 
del Tdolaters: and Jacob was appointed toſojourn 

: many years among the Aſſyrians, for the purpoſe 
of conveying thither the knowledge and worſhip of 
the one Supreme. And when it pleaſed God, at 
length, to eſtabliſh their poſterity in a country . 
5 their, own, the ſpot which He choſe - was the 


centre of the great and extenſive empires 


Ee 2 then divided the known world. . Theſe 
| empires, unknown to each other, were, one af- 
ter another, extending their conqueſts and their 
Z boundaries, while the preparation of the Goſpel | 
of peace, was haſtening to its maturity in the 


hands of a ſe Hebrew ſhepherds; till at length 


the promiſed, the appointed, tlie expected, the 


ſeaſonable hour, © the n of time” came, the 
Prince of peace appeared. 

Permit me to mention ine - firiking, circum- 
endes in the ſtate of the world, at that period, 
tending to evince the ſpecial care which the di- 


vine 
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N vine eric e over it, and to exhibit 4 
the evidence of Chriſtianity which flows from it. 


\ While the arms of Greece, under Alexander the 
Great, as he is commonly ſtyled, were reducing 


to ſubjection the eaſtern world, and adding the 


raſt empires of Aſſyria and Perſia to the Grecian ; 
Rome was, in the weſt, by violent, though rapid 


ſtrides, haſtening to univerſal dominion in Europe. 
And the fierce diſputes which enſued upon the 

om of Alexander, which armed his cue : 
a unwieldy fabric of his Kingdom, pores: the 


ne. againſt another, and 


way for the Roman ſtandard, till it advanced, 


from conqueſt to conqueſt, to plant itſelf in re- 


moteſt Afia. And thus, immed iately previous to 


he Chriſtian era, half the globe had become ſub- 
ject to one power, and was combined in one 


mighty ſyſtem of government, beyond compariſon 
| greater than the world ever faw before or fince. 


Fo increaſe our won 
the introduction and diffuſion of the Goſpel, the 


commotions of the nations ſuddenly ſubſided, the. 
bloody portal of Janus was ſhut, and all was buſh- . * | 
ed into univerſal peace: and that, at a time 
when ſcience ſhone in all her ſplendor; uhen 


Thiloſophy was ſeated upon the throne. Here, 
"Wo" was 4 On wider than ever ene at 


EI > YL YE cn Re Ln bo 


der, in order to facilitate. 
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any other time, in Wache truth was to expatiate, 


and a teſt was applied to it, which nothing but 
uld ftand. And thus, He who 7 

: Aus the Heaven and the tn the Seca aud 

- monks e ee was to come. Aue We 


the truth coule 


ate inſtructed, that the truth of God was bounded 


it | By 4 
* 5 
13 


ent of your faith, 


„ Alex- 


taught; Auguſtus made peace, and commanded' 


the world to de red, 5 Haiah and Dani el prophe- 
fied. | rg 5 * N 


hit are the n of your faith and SEE in 
Chriſt, arifing from the ftate of the world previ- 


ous to, and at the time of, his appearance. We 


now advance to that period itſelf ; and ſhall con- 
Ader, How far the perſon whom we call Lord 
and Maſter, anſwered the expectation formed of 
him, and fulfilled the predictions ſpoken concern- 
| ing his OY: character and 9 and ſhall ex- 


| amine 


ber aims, to prepare the way for its more unli- 
tent afterwards ; it was laid up in Judea, 
ce, as from a centre, its light might dif- 
fuſe itſelf over the whole Roman empire. And 
all this is of God, who alone knoweth the end 
from the beginning, ſaying, My counſel ſhall 
ſtand, and will fulfil all my pleaſure.” For 


ander fought and conquered ; Socrates cud Plats 
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amine the proofs which fa perſorally exhibited of ; 4 


his being the Meſſiah. ” 
It is an acknowledged ion 5 * Re- IJ 
w 4 That, from the known wiſdom and mer- 


cy of God, his creatures in diftreſs have reaſon to 


expect relief; but, the time and manner of grant- 


ing ſuch relief, they muſt not take upon them 


ſelves to determine, but leave it to that Wiſdom | 
which is the ground of their hope. Bee 
then, to an intimation from Heaven, who could 
bave faid, by whom, and in what manner, He 
was to work deliverance for his miſerable and guil- 
ty creatures? Such an intimation He was graci- | 
- ouſly pleaſed early to give, as the encouragement 


VIOUS, 


'of our hope; and now, that the great work of 


redemption is finiſhed, we can diſcover a fitneſs 
and propriety in the means employed, though we! - 
durſt not preſume to ſay what theſe ought to have 


been, until they were diſcovered to us. 
The perſon. who came upon the merciful errand 


of falvation, was God's own eternal Son, hum- 


bled to our level, made a partaker of our mean- 


neſs and miſery, but totally free from our guilt. 

In ſuch a deliverer, then, we behold One, Who, 
we have reaſon to believe, would enter thorough - | 
38 into our caſe, from the near relation, which he 

bare to us, and who, at the ſame time, could 


I's no impediment n nor interruption in his bene- 


5 N N volent | 


| 925 ; make a full atonement for ſin; and, at the | 


Ik: lat, 


th, from any necellaryintteation to his 
own” Grate intereſt; one, placed in à ſtatior 


en for ma renn en enk un hos 
jereir he could, by 
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fame time, in virtue of a ſu 


r nature, give va- 


le to that atonement, remove the curſe Which 

- was in full force againſt his guilty brethren, wWhOnr 
bu came to fave, and, through death, open to 
dem the way which leads to eternal life, Then, 
. neren then, n kennen ene the mean 


loody ſacrifices which were, from 
tinge to time, offered up to appeaſe divine juſtice; | 
> and ſuch like expreſſions, © without 
«: ſhedding of blood there is no remiſſion of ſin.” 
nd here we alſo diſcoyer the reaſon why Chriſt is 


in \ Scripture denominated © the PER from. 
che foundation of the world.” | | 


But again, www SAC | af | 


| the world by ſurprize. The ſending of his Son into 


our world, was no new and ſudden intention of the 


: everlaſting Father, 'in the four-thouſand 
from the creation; but was a deliberate” purpoſe, 


formed before all worlds, and declared to man, 


the inſtant his condition required a Saviour. 
That declaration was repeated, and was rendered 
=; clearer and fuller, as time rolled on, till it be- 


2 Re 5 came 
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eee of i it, nth room to 


Se 5 y actuall 
9 * eee den or 8 out of that b 
of witneſſes, which prove Jeſus Chriſt to be He, 
of whom God ſpake to the Fathers by his fer. 
vants the prophets, let me refer you to Ifrael's dy. 
ing bed, and dying words, in the blefling which 


| he | pronounced” upon Juda his fourth ſon: 
n ſeeptre 'thall not depart from Judah; nor 


_ a law-giver from” between his feet, until Shiloh 
come: and unte him ſhall the gathering of che 
people be: © [Theſe words were ſpoken 5 long 
e Chnft' 8 _— as it is from it, down to the 

Preſent period. Jacob's Whole family conſiſted 
hen of no more than ſeverity ſouls, and theſe 


driven by famine, for fubſiſtence, and a ſtrange 
a houſe of hon. . 


land; and that land ſoon Pre VEL 
dage to them. Six hundred years, and mor 


elapſe, before a King is known at all in Iſrael; an 


when one is at length choſen to reign, not tlie tribe 
of Judah but of Benjamin furniſhes the ſovereign. 
When that tribe was, after ſo long a delay, cal- 
led at length to the regal dignity, the youngeſt 
ſon of a younger family is placed on the throne. 
In ot third e the ahbe Is ſhaken to 


— 9 * Gen. alix, 1 


in e laat partiouas, as to "7 can- 5 


the 


4 amen, Suck 01 or or AND. PEACE. 243 
| ſtrips 150 crown of Judah of ten tribes, and erects 


. a formidable rival kingdom. But this very revo- 
wtion, inſtead of weakening or deſtroying the 


1 
* 


55 


- foundation, and 1 89 violent revolution 


deſtined ſucceſſion, ſerves only to illuſtrate and 
aſcertain it. In proceſs of time, a hoſtile anva= 


5 8 ſion plucks up the kingdom by the very root; 
and both prince and people are carried captive in- 
5 to an enemy's country. But yet, in the very 


wreck of empire, in the almoſt neceſſary diſſolu- 


— tion which a ſeventy years captivity muſt produce, 
the exiſtence of the ſtate is preſerved, . and the 
| royal line is maintained. unbroken ; and Judah 
is again miraculouſly eſtabliſhed in his own land; 
till, at laſt, the kingdom changes a temporal 
for a ſpiritual head, in the perſon of the bleſſed 
Jeſus. And, after ſo long a period, the ſceptre - 
at length departs from Judah, when the Jews 


themſelves g give up the right of judging, toa foreign 
power, ald acknowledge they bave no King but 


a Celar —thus proving the truth of God, in the 
= appointment of Him whom they were zealous to 
deny. „ Hip | 


The Sc? 4 5 Moſes, « «<a 4 2 


| ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you of your 
: brethren, like unto me; him ſhall ye hear in all 
e whatſoeyer he ſhall fay unto you” recorded 


R 2 ö in 
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nomy xviii- 15. and applied by the 
a to Chirſt, Acts iii. 22: The minute deſetip - 
tion of the material and particular circumſtatices 


of Chriſt's death, as delivered by David in the 224 N 


Pfalm; of his death and burial, by Iſaiah in the 
zd. Chapter of his prophecy and of the preciſe 
time and end of his ſufferings, defined by Daniel 
toward the end of Chapter gth. of his book, 
conſtitute ſo many diſtinct and ſeparate proofs, 


in their exact correſpondence with the events 


which took place, in the land of Judea, under 
the adminiſtration of Pontius Pilate, that no 


one but our divine Maſter could be the object of 


theſe prophetical enunciations ; and, united, , they. 
form ſuch a weight of evidence, as nothing but 
inveterate rs determined Oe is ms to 
© os. 


But our bleſſed” Lord did not remain PIER by 
1 in furniſhing us with evidence whereon to 
build our faith. That we might place all confi- 
dence in him, as a. Saviour, he claimed a divine 

original—he called himſelf the Son of God. And 
ho was this claim ſupported? He did the works 
of God. He exerciſed an unlimited authority 
over the whole world of nature; over things 
viſible and inviſible... The prince of the power of 
the — :ommand. Tha boiſterous ele- 

555 


8 


: find nocovering. Toadduceprc 
t thoſe who are accuſtomed to read the Goſpel. 
| Aud theſs things were not done in a corner, nor 


a 


— 
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ments heardand « 
death, and the grave, fulfilled his pleaſure. To 


D yed his word. Diſeaſe, and 


his penetrating eye. the darkeſt receſſes of the hu- 
man heart ſtood. unveiled, and hell itſelf could 


ofs were ſuperſluous 


Amed before. perſons who” were diſpoſed to 
beliexe. The diſplays. of this divine power were 
neither few nor doubtful D but were exhibited in 
the face of the ſun, before multitudes of ſpec- 
tatos, and of thoſe not a few who were mortified | 
and provoked with. what they faw ; who were 
undder every diſpoſition to detect and expoſe an 
impoſture, had it exiſted, | and who were nat 
deſtitute, oof ability, or opportunity, for making 
M ry, enquiry neceflary to this purpoſe. | A 

Il will be (aid, I t the evidence ariſing from | 
eee to thoſe, who, were eye and 
ear witneſſes of them. This would be to reduce 
© hiſtorical evidence within a very narrow com paſs. 

_ H\wbat.a; deplorable ſtate of ignorance and un- 
tainty would the human mind be involved, 

* to be conſidered as true and certain, 

but what falls under the ce of our own 
ſenſes * In other caſes, and why not here ? we reſt, 
it lewitneſſes who have 
vndoubted 


> 


And yet, 


niverſal blank, unleſs dark e 
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undoubled accelst to ght infor Ny) tünatign Conbeftiig 
the exiſtence, the Character, the life and deatli of 


M1 Socrates, nobody _ pretends't6 entertain 4 GSubt. 
The fam me. may be” faid con cernihg'the otherfapes; 
philolophe 75 moraüfts, ind heroes of antiqui F: | 
= ill appeal to the candor of” the ird 3 
0 5 Hei ſt himſelf, w Whether the "Evidence, "of 
hich we : are In poſſeſſion," rcering” Jai" 


Ne . be b much miofd Ulbar, full, Uire&; 
and. unſu fulpicious, abe er ich relpe 2 ang 


other name exittifig Previous tos g ed | 


with, or 275 ils k after, Gül DIviRs Mi 


1 down to the at age lch weckte, (ics Gi | 


1 


own. Indeed the hap} PPY Revolution which W1 
the temporal deliverarice of theſe "Vingdbms 


S In, 


world, when" Tiberius Ceſar was Emperor of 


Rome, and Po atibsPilate governo f udea- Unleſs, 
therefore, the ag s paſt are to bo reduced to an u- 


with her malignant pencil“ Hotting out each 


precious record; Ufleſg hufhan knbwlodge4s:to. 


be 22 to the fittle*cirele in whicli every man 


£4 expatiates, 


. 
hundred years : 80, is an event Bot fnore*tearly 3 
authenticated to me, thin the decent which Chnft 
Aatcompliſked at Jeruſalem,for the falyatiotiiof aloft 


FIC is to draw Her | 


p fable mantle | ver all preceding are e 


ide Hand demoliſhing every venerable monument 


r 


wpends upon earth, and te the ſlender, unimpor- 
l nnt facts, which-fall underchis Own obſervation, 
and ho can bear to think Jof aſſenting to this ? 
the truth, and the importance, of the Goſpel, reſt 
_ upon a rock, againſt which 
_ the {deſperate wickedneſs of :ImNan—ragal 
85 the gates of hell; ſhall never prevail. , for 
dan Such being the nature and. evidewte. of 8 5 
The Ohriſtian faith, Aope, and 10 flow from it, as 
| natutally as the ſtream does fr the fountain. As 


E brethren, that OR, FR full enen NE 
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expatiates,! to the few flecting,years which 


the folly, the madneſs 
againſ 9 


no man however, can call. clas Lord, but through 


| tlie power of the Holy: Gliofl,, and as; it 12 little 
J = 10 have. the unde L 41ndatinc 
= qudgement convinced. 1 che Resch main inſenfi 


ble, Alienated, rebellious; we muſt; if we would 


| Cudceed, change the object of our addgeſs, and 
turn the word of exhortation to men, into 
earneſt Prayer. to God, adopting the words.of the 
A poſtle in the te xta ct, Nova the God, of hope fill 
you withall-Joy-and: peace in by 
map abound in hope, through the power of the 
Hay Shoſt, And h] that 1 could with truth 
Add, a Pauls words, reſpecking both you, and my- 


lieving, that ye 


ſelf, And I myſelf alſo am perſuaded of yon my 


. 
* - 


-*s Fiore e 0 ne. 9 
vou in mind, —— 18 given to | 
091d} be che miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt to the Gentiles, miniſtring the Goſpel 
of God, that the offering up of tlie Gentiles might 


me of God: That 1 


being ſanctified by, the Holy 


be aceef able; 
_ Ghoſt, 5 From whm harh been { ale 
0 nk, The neceſſary connection bets 
dale and Boy joy. - As in tte woe ff 80. 


tyre, Ged has inſeparably united light and heat 
In khe fare body, 10, in the world of grace, the 
Thining; the uſefal;and the happy Chriſtian, is aglo- 

ound of intelligence and zeal... What 5 


rious cothp- 
has the world nor fuffered tlirough the 


tock, following that wandering fire, that /glow 
worn of the night mere human reaſon! - The 


lghtleſs heat of Popiſh ſuperſtition has ſtrewed the 
' /earth with multitutles of the lain. Thefrigid 


light of ph 


2 


; woyld rob the Hu- 
ous cordial, and ſacri- 


yo 


man heart off its , ot pree ] 
legiouſlypull down the laſt refuge of the 2 
ble. What God has joined together, let not man 


endeavour to put aſunder. Let us do our ut- 


we Ae, 5 


ol theſe! What havock of the human fpecles > 
vor founded in ignorance made! How 

y thouſands have been miſled, bewildered, loſt | 

plunged into the abyſs, precipitated f from the 
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= 5 chin therefore uſeleſs and inſtruction vain? 
der fs wee wat 
we arm; that faith cometh by hearing, and 


ien 6, 4 80. #67 197 ann rüden 249 
ö moſt togine me le to that maxim of infidelity, 


< ignorance is the. mother of Hh and, 


and that the love of God is man's trueſt kelcity. 


ful and diligent uſe of appointed means, and 
tion and agency of his ſpirit and 
race. By grace are ye | faved,.. through faith, 
and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift of God d: 25 


-aring by the word of God,” That God can, 


arneſtneſs, exhibit a practical proof, 
that the knowledge of God, i is the love of God $— 


- over the Eu ths 
= has: been pleaſed-. to. eſtabliſh: between the care- 


1 nd may, by an immediate revelation of his will, 


Fi an ignorant and guilty ſoul, totally excluded 


from the uſual helps, with wiſdom and with joy, 
and of a ſtone raiſe up à child to Abraham, 
who can take upon him to deny? But that He 


ſhould thus condefcend to indulge the indolence, 


Porto humour the perverſeneſs, or to prevent the 
/ cayils, of the lazy, the peeviſh, the froward, or 


the proud, 
the Kingdom of Heaven were to be taken by 


Form, ! ſo are we to fight, to run; and to leere a8 


who ſhall preſume to expect? As if 
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5 utmoſt efforts le abſolute etblebel helle at ; 

1 oft: merit would ep 8 'to'conidenination, le are 0 
we ts book for tlie fecomfpenc® Gr. tot IV 
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Sch ner, (de do de ee. 
tlie cofit ion of intakten and pres" Had 5 


3 the Apo le of the! enkilss fied Hirnſelf wäth 5 
: Uriting Aud preaching tothe Norns hs tickt f 
5 have witten the world füll f Books} and ſpeken 5 


: with a thouf Ali tongues, kö ne na 1 manner of Par- 5 . 
poſe; ke Woti have remäinsct- k tere hein? 1 
rah, or iir, b Hebe Or, Had bes of the | 
ther? mand, 9 "Ietiirie en his knees, tö ; 
Aero? emed ihewd, 1 0 ©, 
. . might have attained the character bf the” pious ES 
= devotee; he haſt thereby have forftited the muck 
= Higher one, that of the diligent, "zealous, and fuc- 
E Apoltlel But we find him conſtantly blefiel- 
„e eee togetbet. T beſeech you therefore, 
a a brethren, by the mercies of "God; that 5e preſe ent 
your bodies, a Hving ſuerifice, ly, . 
vat God, which is your reäſonable 'fervice: 
.. Brethren,” my heart's deſire And prayer to 6.800 
= for Tract is, that they might be faved.”” = en 
ve have dehvered our Sermons, Perhaps we'have 
= performed the leaſt part of our work ; as he who 
3 5 has Town the ſeed, has Joquittga himſelf of only a 
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| portion of his huſbandry. - Would we : have it to 
Nu take root, and grow, and bring forth fruit, the 
influences of Heaven are to be regarded, expected, | 
| ſolicited. On the contrary, to expect a crop, 
. through. mere exterior influence, from a field, on 
which we have beſtowed no labour, into which 
we Bare dal tio feed Lis to treaſure up for ou-- 
o and diſappointment. Eet us there- 
"MM watch and pray, labour. and prayer ens can. 
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a ſecond time 7 the world, in the confidence. that * 
an conferring. an unſpeakable benefit on mankind, and 
particularly on my Brethren'in the Miniſtry. 7 Who, 
indeed, would not be vain to FO it known, that his co- 
A euers in the ordination Service of an Lindſay, 
were fuck men as James F ordyce, Ane rew [ROS 
Abraham Rees, Hugh Worthington? 
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| JNSIDERING we” very important, Inti-- 
4 mate, and endearing relati ion, in which I had 
fo long the pleaſure of ſtanding to this Cen 
Society, it would be unkind to them, and ungene- 
rous to you, Sir, whom they have call | to ſucceed 
me in that relation, if I did not take a particular 
intereſt in the preſent occaſion, if I did not feel a 
more than common ſolicitude for your reputation, 

- uſefulneſs, and comfort. That you are duly ſen- 
ble of the honour, whi ich the Congregation i in 
Monkwell ſtreet have conferred upon you, by their 
deliberate choice, and that you are properly affect- 
ed by the ſolemnity with. which you have thus 
publicly been ſet apart to your ſacred office as 
their paſtor, J entertain not a doubt. In . ; 
quence of both, and of the character you have hi- 
therto maintained, Lam Ati fed that you will be . 
Arm diſpoſed, with God e, to give 
them e e 5 of y your faithfulneſs and 
real. 


"oo of theſe, 1 you cannot in effect . 
a better proof, khan by PRE in the courſe of 
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: bimſelf in his ſecond ot to the Connitians, 5 
te fourth Chapter and the Socond verſe; where, 


after he had ſaid, © ſeeing therefore we have this 


- , * Miniſtry, as we Nawe webe ed mercy, we faint £ 

8 not, but have renounced the hidden things 95 
8 diſhoneſty, not walking in 'craftineſs, not : 
0 handling the word of God deceitfully,” he, 5 


truth, com- 


N 


adds, “ but by manifeſtation of A 


e mending ourſelves to every Page 8 conſcience, 


in the fight of God" Mark his expreſſions 
a well— « by manifeſtation of the. truth, commend- ; 
« ing ourſelves to ee b 8 conſcience i in the . 
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© fight of God,” 1 5 


H ere, my reverend 5 worthy. . will, 5 


Vs if 1 miſtake not, learn theſe three great points, 


0 kind of Popularity you ſhould aim, as a Miniſter 


25 of the Goſpel; you AG; b to commend yourſelf to 
every man's conſcience: ſecondly, By what. means, 


vou muſt do this ; by manifeſtation-of the truth: 
and in the third place, from hat principle you 


| ſhould thus act; In the fi ſight. of God. J am ſure, | 


it will not offend you, Sir, and 1 hope it may not 
be unedifying to this aſſembly, if I now offer to 


your candor, in their preſence, ſuch imperfect 
hints 0 on i theſe topics, as 81 have been able to throw bo 


| together 
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larly deſerying your attention. , Firſt, at what 
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2 i 6 in 1 of! indifpoſition ad pain, which 


Icdid not eee when Waste © ip n of e 
3 5 ſerrioe. e ji E 
ente hs - firſt point, 1 not 4 that OY 15 
170 will naturally and juſtly ſeek ther approbation of ” 
Pour hearets in general; but eſpecially of the peo 5 
ple with whom you are connected as their Miniſter. 
The Preacher, the Paſtor, who can be indifferent 
5 about His reputation Or acceptance, is a wretch 8 

s aud a fool ; and will ſooner or! later- incur the in- 
the miſery he merits. Tou, Sir, want Fo 


not to be told, that your peace, your ho 


Pour utility, will all depend; under God, on, * > 
Character you ſhall be found to deſerve in your 
function; and I am certain, you have too much 


; We as well as „ to 828 eee like 


| Apoſtle, Ele commended himfelfto every man's 


: conſtience—to- his conſcience; not to his caprice. 


: | of prejudice, or ſi aful Paffions, or ſolih humours, 


[+ es itching ears, or love of flattery, or fond 
5 conceits of any Kind. Popularity gained, by 

155 ſoothing or gratifying any of theſe, is poor, con- 

temptible, wicked, impious ; below the wiſh of 15 


"4 mp honeſt man, odious in the eſtimation of a faith- 


ful Niniſter: Vou, my friend, will diſdain and 
Aeteſt it, by whomſoever it is acquired. vo TE” 
. | : ſays 
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But Cris; . belesch you, "this practice of our | 
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things - to all men?“ Moſt-true; and for this 
5 . t of accommodation he has been x roache 
+ vith a triumphant air, by thoſe who had not the 
. ſtudy his hiſtory, nor the ſoul to com- 

| * character. 118. evident, 
>. "confiderationof his words, and of his cond 
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W of Aidrent ſects ” 
and parties, of different opinions and modes in re- 


ligion and in life, he acted from motives equally. 


pure and benevolent. It was that he might 
8 gain ſome” to the love and obedience of the 


truth, to the laws and privileges of the Kingdom 
of God; of that Kingdom, which, as he nobly 


expreſſes it, is not meats and drinks,” conſiſts 


not in forms and ceremonies, or rules and ob- 


ſervances of a ritual nature, but righteouſneſs,” | 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” As to 


himſelf, he utterly diſclaims any deſire 6K par- 75 


tial attachment, or undue · reſpect from his follow- 
ers, of whatever denomination, with every idea 
of dominion over their faith. © He preached 
not himſelf, but Chrift Jeſus the Lord, and him- 
- ſelf their ſervant for Chriſt's fake,” 3 repro- | 

© bates choſe who held the perſons of men in ad- 
miration, whilſt they overlooked their doctrine, 
or neglected their advice. With an enlargement 
wy heart, which' ſelf-denial alone could teach him, 
he condemns the unreaſonable x prepòſſeſſions that 
nade one fay, TY; Are: oof Pau, ” and another, 


25 5 4 1 am of Apollos“ | With a warmth of ſtyle 


that aroſe from tlie generous ardout of his ſoul; 
full of piety and humility at the ſame time, he 
ade, ao © Who then is Paul, and who's is Apen 
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| but Minifters by whom ye. pela; even = the : 
Lord gayetoevery man? I have planted; A. 
pollos watered : but God gave the increaſe. So 
ttthen, neither is he that planteth any thing, 
neither he that watereth, but God that giveth 
\. the increaſe.” Poſſeſſed by the + ſelf-denying 
ipirit, he aſks on a ſimilar occafi | 
_ crucified for you, or were ye Wage in the name 
of Paul? What ſhall we fay more? Where- 
ever this exalted man could accommodate his in- 


ſtructions or his deportment to the various con- 


eeptions, reſpective ſituations, or innocent weak- 5 
neſſes of his hearers, without ſacrific | 
eerity, or debafing his function, 8 he was | 
ready to ſhew all the meekneſs and pliancy of the 
ſweeteſt child, with all the courteouſneſs and 
| | hberality of the moſt accompliſhed man. He 
knew that affection was not to be forced, but con- 
ciliated ; that characters and occaſions muſt be 
ſtudied ;' that too ſtrong a light muſt not be 
thrown into diſtempered eyes; that every ge- 
nerous allowance was to be made for the errors of 
education, and the circumſtances of men, for their 


degrees of underſtanding, and their diverſities of 


temper; and he conſidered, that the Preacher Who 
wauld be © wiſe to win ſouls” muſt be careful not 
to ſhock them without neceſſity—1 ſaid, without 


TY be 4 : ; 
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„% Was Paul 
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a For there are caſes, in which it ma * 


be abſolutely unavoidable to give charitable pan 4 
 wherelenity to the offender would, as in a magi- 


ſtrate, be cruelty to the public, and palliating 


the ſore, would, as in a ſurgeon, be treachery to 


the patient. In ſhort, St. Paul commended him- 


| ſelf to every man's conſcience, when he could do 


ſo without violating his own. But when the 


honour bf his Maſter, the dignity of his office as 


connected with that honour, and the intereſts of 


truth and nighteouſneſ as inſeparable from both, 
demanded a bold defiance of obſtinate adverſaries, 
or an open cen, of erroneous friends, no one 


could diſplay a firmer mind, or a more intrepid 
zeal. He feared no reſentment; he regarded no 


cCeulumny. His principles inclined him, to 


| Pleaſe men for their good to edification,” as he has 7 

expreſſed it with a happy preciſion : but his prin- 

_ Ciples likewiſe raiſed him above YE) bale: and : 
* mean compliance. 


However deſirable it may be to convey _ 
dom through the vehicle of delight; and though 
you, Sir, will practiſe this method as often as you 


can, (what prudent or good-natured preacher 
would not wiſh to practiſe it?) yet there are 
times when you may find it impoſſible ; as when 
* are obliged * faithfulneſs to expoſe gf 
| ies 
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1 | Hollis gh fuſkionable ſins, to uſe the wig: TY 
3 undiſguiſed re proof, to aſſume the tone of virtuous 
>. indignation, or endende rules of diſcipline and 
ſtrictneſs to eh dhe licence of thi age is coll, 
adverſe. n , no RT 
He that cam nett Kater will paſtor Eads : 80 
E St. Paul. * Am I then your enemy, becauſe 
„ I the truth So did St. Paul's Maſter. 
»Theſt ute hard ſayings: who can bear them ? ex- 
| claimed many of his "Diſciples; e and from that 
time they walked O more with him: not to 
ſpeak of the perſecu tion he "endured from the 
worſt men, becauſe he rebuked them with free- 
dom. If, for doing your duty, you ſhould meet 
with ſimilar treatment from ſome, you may re- 
gtet it, chiefly on their account who betray ſo bad'a 
_ ſpine: but ſtill you will enjoy the conſciouſneſs , 
of your own rectitude; you will triumph in the 
thought, chat you are 4 partaker of Chriſt's 
ſufferings: you will riſe in the eſteem of the beſt 
people and the ſoundeſt judges; and perhaps at 
the very inſtant that others are provoked by the 
liberty, with which you have reproved their vices, 
5 or oppoſed their errors, they will feel in ſpite of 
5 both, that you have commended yourſelf to their 
| conſcience, and be forced in the fecret of their 
n to confels the truth, 9 to reſpect the 
Preacher. 


8 theleſs alarmed,” TOR 0 


45 enlüeg. e 


ble OY ben Paul, . ſays "ths liſta; 
_ 
. «5nd judgment” to come, Felix trembled. . 
unhappy man, though armed With power, | Elatel 2 
with flattery, and attended by the guards 


concerni ng righteonſneſs, temperance, 


perſon and the miniſters of his Jukiiry,” was | never? | 
* Ounded, < and chaten e 


whey 


N the N which the botte lt! horror of; A 


15 guilty mind could not 7 applying” where they | 
were intended. ee, ee 25 


0 trylt, - : Mr. ddt, you "wall hever « gh 


your ourlelt with Vague harangues, o or vilionary ſpecu- - 
5 lations, in the | ulpit ; fuch, as,carry no conyic- 

: tion, touch N 

7 ſent better 

moment, uſe che gaping multitude, or excite 

eyen the loudeſt applauſe from. the half-judging. | 
I truſt, you are of opinion, that one ſoul awaken- 
: ed. one ſinner converted, one believer confirm- 1 
ed, a ſingle hearer thrown back upon himſelf, and 
7 ſent away filent, thoughtful, and anxious about 


cart, tend to make no one Pre- 


r 


or > Kiter, h 5 how ever they may, for a 
Meine 


his alvation, will be truer praiſe, and a greater vic- 


g tory, than if crouds, turning to one another, 
| ſhould cry out, «What elegance! What learning 


How wonderful! What an orator!“ In re- 
* 5 8 few are qualified to pronounce on the 
8 4 7 critical f 
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| critical merits. af 4 ſermon, or the comparative . 


talents of the preacher, that thoſe acclamations 
from the many, are of no value in themſelves, and 


uill not be the object of a conſcientious. Miniſter. 


On the other ans: t, our places of wor- 
* ſeldom: by perſons ſo very 
an, that they, may. not, by the 
| blefling of God, be made to feel, ſome time or 


other, the impreſſion of a pertinent, ſegious, and 


animated diſcourſe, addreſſed to their native ſenſe = 


of right and wrong, or to the hopes and fears of | 


eternity implanted within them. But ſurely an 


unmeaning and undiſcriminating noiſe of vulgar 


Popularity, firſt raiſed by individuals, who affect 
to judge and to lead in thoſe matter, however : 
unfit for either, and then joined by the ſequacious 
herd, is a very different thing from the internal | 
atteſtation I deſcribed.” Leave thoſe who court to 
obtain and boaſt ſo ſtnall a prize. It has been ob- 


tained and boaſted by coxcombs, by dunces, by 
bigsts, by hypocrites. Come not thou into 


their ſecret: unto their aſſembly,” my brother, 45 


be not thou united.“ 1 hey ſacrifice the ho- 


nour and end of their function to the ſordid idol of 


eker | in the 2285 name a temple of the 
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e PRE better Unt of the profeſſion bans by 


capacity, zeal, and aſſiduity, acquired "a better 


fame, envy not their. ſucceſs, detract not from 

their reputation, do them juſtice on all occaſions, 
and © bid them God ſpeed.” If, on the other 
* ſide, men poſſeſſed of equal merit, are not held 
- in equal eſteem, let them not, on that account, be 
leſs the objects of your reſpect and approbation. 
With regard to yourſelf, be aſſured the only po- 

pal that will give you ſolid ſatisfaction in 
youth and age, in life and death, muſt be de- 


_ rived from the hearts of thoſe who know you beſt, 


bearing witneſs to the truth, importance, and 
_ uſefulneſs of your inſtructions, to the affection 
© and earneſtneſs with which you enforce them, and 

to the coreſpondence of your converſation and de- 
portment with all the reſt. Amongſt other paſ- | 
fages of our Apoſtle on this ſubje&, beſide that 
under een read and meditate his fare- 


— well diſcourſe to the Elders of Epheſus. What 


* magnanimity, dignity, triumph, does he there 
expreſs, in a review of his Miniſtry, of the princi- 
1 by which he was actuated, and of the fideli- 
AP with which he had commended himſelf to every 

| man's conſcience! 


"Obſerve again theſe figni 1 words. He 
does not ol to every man's underſtanding, or 
| 8 LET g fancy, 


ve theg oth ther then to be neglected or overlook- 


ed? By no means. at the underſtanding . Were 


leſt out, or little regarded, where were 


| thought, juſt concluſion, genuine principle, or 
rational conduct? If the fancy were deſpiſed. or 


forgotten, how was attention to be eſſectually en- 
gaged from the generality, of hearers? how was 


ſenſibility to be. called forth, ot kept alive, i in any 
tolerable degree? "a And. if there. were no appli- 
cation to the paſſions, what was to intereſt the 


; ſoul, to. rouſe her. from her floth in matters of | 


ſpiritual concern, or to ſimulate her intellectual 
exertions ? ? The powers I ſpeak « of were all formec 


by the hand of God; they are all eſſential to the ; 


compoſition of man: they ought all therefore, to 


be addreſſed i in their, turn, and made fubſeryient 

to his f improvement. They are all accordingly ad- 
dreſſed in Scripture, with equal wiſdom, and en- 
ergy; and to ſay, that any one of them ſhould 


be ſlighted by a preacher, were, petulance an- 
| futility, or ignorance and dullneſs 1 in the extreme. 
But ſtill 1 muſt think, that i it is not ſufficient to 


- inform or fatisfy the judgment, that it is not 8 

ſufficient to entertain or delight the i imagination; 4 

that it is not ſufficient to excite ſome temporary | 
| movements 1 in the alfections, e or 


| promiſing 


ions, . to every man's. 3 


165 : 
3 3 dene apf 0 lbs zaun Lade * 
- all this OOO done, and yet the eonſcience re- 


. 1 


To fs will ot aue uy man truly wiſe, HY 
: the duties of art offices: of life: Ares 
Preſentatic n on the theatre may amuſe, may ſtrike, 
may agitate, while it laſts, but is no ſooner over 

chan it fades from the mind, without leaving there 

| | one noble ſenſation or-one virtuous. reſolve. 5 hi wn ; 
2 diſcourſe from the pulpit may be full of -argu- : 
| eee or fervour of a: certain kind, 
cr all theſe together; and yet do no good Why? 
 —Becaulſe it may only prove what is alfeady ad- 
mitted, or pleaſe the Ingudicious:; with glittering | 
conceits and gaudy phantoms, or raiſe at the mo- 
ment ſome mechanical feelings, wonderfully 'flat- | 
tering, andl eaſily miſtaken for devotion or benevo· 
0 ee peradventure it may unite theſe ſeveral 
| z whilſt, in reality, nothing ſhall-come home 
to e buſineſs or boſoms, to the moſt import- 


| ant intereſts of ſociety, or to the mighty concerns 


f. an everlaſting exiſtence; and the hearer is left 
to go away remarking on the preacher, perhaps 


5 * ns. without being na to pauſe 
2 = 


1 


S * ; 


— das Fl, til te 
| d. But why did he tremble ? Becauſe - 
ö the opieson which the reaſoning ofthe preacher | 
turned, were righteotiſneſs, temperance, and 
* Judgment ta come, that is, 1 the . _ 
inn De the wat FRG of a Fa 0 
ſenſual and ers b n. 
a EE E N 


den 


- Whileitis your ftudy, Ae n your 


| 11 a8 in a mirror, take care it do not 
| flatter. It ſhould indeed neither magnify, nor di- 
miniſh, nor exhibit any object different from the 


3 t it ſtill * ſhew virtue her own K K 


«© teth what manner of perſon he i,” what blem- 


iſhes he ſhould remove or Ion what advantages 
| 2 eg preſerve and i the fault is not 
| den have dons hat became yo an 


vice her own image, the very age and body of 
ee the time their and pteſſure. If thoſe, 
: to whom you hold it up with Deny determined 
hand, ſhould, after viewing t themſelves truly re- 

ectedl there, fail to en 0 
the man St. James deſcribes, who, beholding 
«* his natural face in a glaſs, goeth away and forget - 


2 trivial ae its aim is to 


N 4 I = 5 
PPP ——— 4 ²˙ » — _ * — — 


run 1 1 


| though in that inſtance, jour nnn. 
bt Fe en een | 


E. efathtulnek. 


commend whatour good cl divines eee Expat 
. preaching, in which I cannot but think 
eee part of them excelled; and 


that which I conceive ſhould be joined with - 16” - 


they are not one and the ſame, Character: 


a == preaching, as I would take the liberty to fiyle 


-Avaiding offentive petſo lities, invidious ap- 
ions, illiberal cenſures, with all nn 


ortunity ſerves,” the principles and views, 'the 

{laps fions and incidental - propenſities, the 
een condudt, diſcourſe, purfits and taſte a 15 
fication: min] cciditions,! with the Geke hays 


= they are affected by the events of provi- 


dence, by the claims of religion, and by ee | 
_ rations of Heaven on their reſpective minds. 
Sire me the preacher, Who has not formed his 
ſyſtem merely in the "ſchool or in the cloſet; but 
has ſtudied Chriſtianity in the writings of the New 
N eſtament, and mankind on the theatre of the 
world; who is acquainted with the rules of a 
found and liberal. es equally removed from 


, Ve 9 8 I 
AS, 8 VN 3 . * 1 * * * i 
£ 7 £ : y 

* - 4 * * 1 

: i 5 
; 1 4 2 a , 

1 0 
- 


our anc 'laxnek e avoids alike the er. 

„ akg t thank into deſpai ; 65 wick 4 W 5 
++ freedonij unfolds the grace and mercy of the evan- 
 gxlical covenant on the Ene hand, and, en the 

other, ſtates its are and indiſpenſable terms witz 

| the greateſt clearneſs and firmneſs, nenn 

ET > "explain eo ſoften down'a fingle Precept of 

1 Chriſt, in favour to, tlie corruptions of nien, nor 

yet to repreſent his ſervice as gloomy or ſevere, 

Give. me the preacher who; probe the wounded 

ſpirit to the bottom, not to irritate but to heabit, 

to heal it radically, not to palliate th ſdie; who is 
ſolicitous to relieve the OT: 

to ſtrengthen the virtuous yet feeble reſcluliom t 

recal the unhappy wanderer from the road o 

truth or duty. and to comfort the thburntr in 

Zion; but ho at the fame time ix too ſinere | 

CR... to ſpeak peace where God has ſpoken no peace: MM. p 

Wl - ' whoon' the contrary; bears down upon the ſelf. 4 

minen and ſelf-deluded ſinner with a torrent 1 th 

of conviction, that ſhall ſweep away the refuge be 

« of lies,” Give me the preacher who knows how | C 

to paint the ſhades a: 1 gradations of vice and i „ a 


piety, to expoſe the guilt. and miſery of both, to - 2 

"contraſt the oppoſite, ſtates of fin and holineſs, to 41 

5 end. between, vil tranſgreſſion and in- 0 
| 25 voluntary | 


— 
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7 ad Guilty] between growth and decay, be- 


tween ſtrength and weakneſs, in the ſpiritual life; 


above all, to deſcribe, with {kill, and with feeling, 
the nature and excellence, the riſe and progre {5 1 


the workings, conflicts, and victories. of the di- 
vine principle in the ſoul of a ſincere believer, till it 


| arrives at pertection in the regions of imm —_ : 
5 give ME ſuch A Preacher, and 1 will emb 
bim with love and veneration, to whatever com- 


munion he belongs, I will honour and applaud 


him as 155 a Maſter in Iſrael,” „and Aa workman 


« that, needeth not to be Mg, rightly anti : 


0 ing the word of truth.” 1 


Obſerve once more on this. n that- the * 


Vc poſtle ſpeaks, not of commending himſelf to the 
conſcience of any particular man or claſs of men, 


but to Every man's conſcience without exception. 


He was, in the beſt ſenſe of the phraſe, a Catholic 
8 preacher. He no ſooner ſhook off the fetters of 
Jewiſh prejudice; than his affections expanded to 
the whole human race: from 4 furious bigot he 
becatne an ardent philanthropiſt. The ſpirit of 
5 Chriſtianity,! like the light of the ſun that animates 
all nature, kindled in his boſom a flame of uni- 
verſal benevolence. ' He conſidered his labours as 


a kind of _ property. I am a debtor,” 


cries New „ both to the Greeks and to the 


= Barbarians, 


2 2 ; 8 f — x * 0 
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4 


0 11 we run CHARGE, 
an both to the wiſe and to the Ubi 


Hou liberal a ſentiment | | How different Som 


that which ſeems to have poſſeſſed thoſe pagan 


8 who confined their doctrines to the ; 


rich, the learned, and tlie great, looking on the 


reſt of mankind as beneath their notice; perhaps 


from a ſuppoſition, that they could add but Os 
* e Fele or their fame! ks 


St. Paul e on higher 3 He 5 
1 that his Maſter had preached the Goſpel ta 


the poor, to the illiterate, to the deſpiſed of this 
world; and bad commanded it to be preached, 


by his Apoſtles and Miniſters e to all nations; | 


that © with God there was no reſpect of per 
that he would have all men eyery w 


pent, and come to the knowledge of the truth; 
that as ſalvation was equally deſigned for all, who 
were willing to accept of it on the terms propoſed, 

fo it ſhould be equally offered to all; that the 
_ ſoul of every man was infinitely precious, in the 


_ eſtimation of his Maker and Redeemer ; and that 


every man's conſcience was formed with a power 
of enjoying the moſt ' exalted ſatisfaction, or of 


ſuffering the deepeſt anguiſh, both here and here- 


after, © according to the deeds done in the body 


© whether they be good or evil.” Such conſidera- 


tions tl help us to account for the 1 


. - 
3 


— 


1 , 
of 1 
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1 | Gderations will prevent you, Sir, from ever in- 
* entionally neglecting any part of your audience, 
* be their capacity, condition, or character, What 
* — it may. Impreſſed with ſuch conſiderations, you 
& will be far from ſtudying the taſte, or ſeeking the 
„ #-pprobation, of your more enlightened, and re- 
BW fined, or critical hearers only, without regard to 
4 Fg the bulk of the people: you will be far from pal- 
5 : - kai the vices of the wealthy, any more than 
F i | thoſcof the neceſſitous: vou will readily © conde- 
N = ſcend to men of low eſtate ; „ als without flat- 
„ MF tering, you will ſhew due reſpe& to better rank. 
„ Le me obſerve by the way, that your attention 
8 to virtuous obſcurity will be amply rewarded in 
* me very a4. Amongſt perſons of humble ſtation. 
x in this place, you will find thoſe who are entitled 
0 WM © much eſteem for their native ſenſe, modeſt 
- vVorth, and ſober unpretending piety. I ſhall 
RY always remember them with affection, and reflect 
92 : with pleaſure on the agreeable. and edifying hours 
1 I paſt in their company. The world knows 
5 . not, nor are they ambitious of 3 its knowing 
f them. But the moſt valuable metals have been 


frequently diſcovered, where Ay were leaſt ex. 


1 * 1 „% 
|. 75 NY ; WA 3 uh 
BK Vis : 18 I 235 ' ; 3 7} mb 742 


nr CRAKGE. 


Wich ma y/preachers.it is but tod common to 
„ ee vag diffi Eon: e an wick 5 
55 SE Aiſtiritions are willing and 1 vain. Of 15 
courſe they addreſs themſelves to their hearers 
_ without diſcrimination, and [conſequently with- 
out effect. Many too ſeem to think only of the 
Saints, and to dwell excluſively on their peculiar I 
i privileges, as if they alone were preſent; or as if 
the Sinners that mixed with: them deſerved no re- 
gard; or as if the former were ſubject to no ſnares, 
nun o deviations, or ſelf-deceit. Of many likewiſe it 
5 : = may be remarked, when they ſpeak of the latter, 
„ that by exaggerating their guilt, confounding 
their characters, and not allowing them any degree 
„ee ere praiſe, they either fill them with 
5 deſpair of amendment, or lead them to harden 
| their hearts 88 by amr rae which 18 75 | 
| 00 . it 1 * | 
55 e my 718 Sir, . your confiant : 
Conſider the word of the Lord to the 
Fs as directed to you; * Cry aloud, ſpare 
4 not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and 


E ˙ : ̃]«ͤe ,,,, , , — oy — 2D <Penr Coe. — 
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=_ rg. ſhew my people their tranſgreſſion, and the 
3 I «houſe of Jacob their fins. Boldly remind the 
1 _ profeſſors of religion, that 'nEther ſoundneſs of 
| = belief, not ſtrictneſ of * nor ſolemni ty 
. EL . or 
| i 5 . . k ö N : 

| 0 

if 

1 


8 4 3 ero 
forms of devotion, nor the warmeſt anhin to 


ruf enknes. | 15 us 5 


any particular ſyſtem or ſect, nor yet the higheſt 


pretenſions to Tknow not what extraordinary emo- 


tions and extacies, can ever ſanctify falſehood, or 
fraud, malignity, arrogance, or ſelfiſhneſs. Boldly 
remind them, that if they ate gullty of theſe 


_ things, all the reſt will only ſerve to enereaſe their 
5 condemhation tenfold, and to caſt" the fouleſt re- 
unworthily aſſume. With equal boldneſs on the 
other hand, tell the men of the world, that the 


ky name” which they moſt | 


of ſentiment, the punctilio of honour, or 


LEY 


5 eren the frequent diſplay of what they call Good - 
nature, will but ill aton 
Not fail to warn, with unreſerved freedom, the 
dle and the giddy, againſt truſting to their ſup- 
_ poſed innocence, beeauſe they run flot to the 

_ © ſamt exceſs of riot with the debauched and the 
profligate. Inculcate upon them again and again, 
that an Mſignificant life is utterly» unbecoming 
* reaſonable beings; and that no conduct, which has 


for vice and prophanenefs. 


not principle for its guide, will avail in the hour 


"of onen, on the bed of death, or at the 15 
tribunal. fol; 


00 „But whilt Joo are I a And; 
5 215 a, ſee that you be candid too and dif. 
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Which brings us to conſider more diredly, in in 


4+ 


men ſcholars, but Chriſtians—nat'of this, or that, 


or the other particular truth of religion, in exelu- 
ion of the reſt : you are to c“ declare the whole 
1 counſel of God,“ as far as you unde 
and . to keep back nothing that is profitable.“ 


Your concern is with the truth at large, with the 


truth, ſo called by way of eminence, that is, with 
28 the word of God” mentioned immediately before | 
. our text; but mare. eſpecially with the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, the faithful and the true wit- 
| « neſs,” who. came from the God of truth, to 
reveal his. will for- the lalyation of man. Your 
: goncern is with that ruth which was publiſhed by 


_ Chriſt 


| by what means you mall commend 
yourſelf to every man's conſcience. And this we _ 
learn at once, from the practice of our Apoſtle. 85 
It is * by manifeſtation of the truth“ got of 
al: your buſineſs here is not to make 


cree bse the feryour of Zeal, „ it the 
MR tat wildem; and be. allured, that ſo 

5 long as you thus held up the-{landard-of a ſolid, 
 _  unaffeQted; and noble piety; there are few, very few, - 
85 of any def ſcription. reer reach: of your voice, 
wWho will not be convinced at their hearts, that your 
Kauſe is-gaod, and that, in maintaining it with- 

5 out fe and without partiahtys. you act e 2 


ANC it, 


— 


8 * bs 


| = the Scene liberty of the ſons of God.“ | he 


iſt und his wpoliick, & confittried* 
and miracles, above all, wen efi 


Author from the dead, agreeably to his own pres 
dictions with that truth which has ſt ſtood'the teſt 
of a IG hundred ours: ag upwards maintain» 5 


a : countries; _— the aalen and. dead. enquiries : 
1 bene gs the blindneſs of; higots, and 


g of artful or 1 


hall I: ſay -more?—with-;that Were „ | 


made innumerable ſouls free, by. delivering: them 
- from the hondage of error and cor ption, “ in 


' a, word, your concern is. with the whole extenſive _ 


f blem of ling. facts, divine doctrines, moral 


al s, Precious promiſes. 

| dus threatenings, contained in the 

t, and conſtituting eee 
ucture which Chriſtianity has 


_ raiſed, . on; the foundation of the Old, as 


predicting and prefiguring it, and partly on that 


of Natural Religion, whoſe principles it cor- 
5 roborates, and whoſe defects it ſupplies. Such, 
my reverend Brother, is in ſubſtance the truth you 
are called to manifeſt fairly and openly, without 


ee, or driguiie.. but not without diſ- 


| i Wn” ES . 1 tüagtion, 


vas chien „ 
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4 
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| underſtanding, the Cnr his imagination 
the tyranny” of his paſſions, the diſorders mor 
heart, and his utter inability to recover himſelf, 
without 2 ſyperior interpoſition, and heavenly aid? 
Does it not ſet forth the deformity of vice, and 
the beauty of holineſs, with their reſpective fruits, 
both preſent and future, the vanity of the world, 
the ſhortneſs of life, the certainty of death, the 
e of ä mes the, infinite mag- 

[2g nitude 


Tus ener 5 e Sa 


a edel things? In fine; d. dces it not 

2 „the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chriſt,” the divine perfe&ions of his charakter, 
the ſacred ſimplicity of his dodirinusy d 
and benignity of his lava, the fabblieng; eng beagti- 
| ful graces of his converſation Hs 10 


bh n e meritorio N 
triumphant reſurrect ion, with tho gratzel- d his 
_ conſequent exaltation, the power of his | 


ſpirit, the wiſdom, and mildneſs of H ad minim! 


tion, the conſtitution, , order, privileges, antl ex- 

tent of his church, he glories of hi fo hdd comipgs = 
5 and, to ſay the whole at once, \his Jall-ſufficiency . 

_ to favea lapſed creation What ia field: for. tb 

op Chriſtian Preacher! 7 _ How: vaſt, how various, and 5 

magnificent! Where, alas, is the man that can 


do it juſtice? But are not they to be pitied,, who | 
for want of talents, or. taſte, or liberality, or feeling, 
or induſtry, or zeal, circumſcribe their views to 2 


5 few particular. ſpots, which, they go over and over 


perpetually, without. yariation, and without end; 


inſtead of —what ?—inſtead of expatiating delight- 
; fully amidſt its treaſures, and iinproving them b 
turns, far their own benefit, and that c of others? 
Would you call ſuch men faithful ſtewards of 
pt - manifold grace of God ?” Mould you call 
N buch: men © able Miniſters of LB New Teſta- 


TY e ment ? 


<-ment 75 8 « anifefation. afithe 
truth; by which: theaApoſils Paul. commended. 


ent, the: — „than to 
At re wall fo of ics Rings 5 


==: . ade your: + Bible; ah ewa 
ES = well; te forget, 1 
= co de done, fo coproof, foe EorrsRivn, forth It, 

1 . on in tighteoufneſs pthat-the mam of God 
33 eee y fart me unto = 


2 1215 


5 | Pas rt ers ape 


„„ 7 


boos an 8 4 the g's of Births; of 0 | 
of ether i in'd looff And declamitory;* or in 4 dry 
and metaphylical, manner; 315 as to leave the 
boundaries th, aid the obligations of n 

_ rilfly, undetermined ; 3 or what i 15 worle, to ſet the 
Hodrines and duties of religion at variance. Of 
al hereſtes, Jindeed, the 1 Holt dangerous and per- 


"> 
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A 


them; that of depreciating the importance of 4 


holy life, or touching om it in a feeble? reluctant, 


and tranſient manner. Thus in effect; Chriſt is 
<« made the miniſter of ſin, the grace of God, of- 


1 feredl in the goſpel, is perverted into an enginedof 


corruption, and bad men are bucyed up withea 
; .  groundleſs confidence into fatal ſecurity; If Chriſ- 
|  tianitybe not calculated to render it's diſciples vir- 
_ tuous:and happy, what valuable end can it ſerve?” 
But if it be, as it doubtleſs. is; calculated to "do: 
both at the ſame time, what [ſhall;wefay:ofthd(e: 

_ whoſe An erde ene it aß an encg 


PE 10 4 


1 0 ldd. On the. 2 — fide; {it argues 
very little eq uaintance with the heart, or the 
_ biſtory;of man, to imagine that he may be ef- 
_ feQually.reformed by mere precepts, howeverjuſt, 
_ or by moral harangues, howeyer fine, indepen- 

ently of thoſe great* principles and motives, which 

muſt lead him from himſelf to God, , for | 
aſſtance, a and. eternal : 3 | | 

4 repentance, an humble trult, and an un : 

_ reſerved obedience, —But why infilt on a Point 5 

. ? You, Sir, will, never. wiſh. to < put a 7 

a * funder what. God hath, Joined,” 2 - You will 


« * 


2 4 ho: preach 


Sa 


5 tines; in "IA it's duties, or in neglect of : 


o hope, for Hen 
A epraved, : r. 


| « «plas. * but what. with?) 0 That = 
if worketh by love; <putifieth. the heart, 


=) « 4, overcometh: the World; and keepeth- the com- 


« mandments. And e preach, motality; 
but what, motality ? That alene which I have 
no mentioned, as the fruit and operation of ger 


muine faith 3 hat alone which makes men ſfin- 
cetely and uniforrhly good, from choice, from, 


5 principle, from a ſenſe of duty, from the inſpi- 

ring proſpect of Boll Hh 1 8055 . 
. led inimortality: 5 e ae 25 

In khis kind fp _ in 


eck not diy by St. * Dan . h 5 | 


need not deſeribe to you, but by his-emphatical 
charge te his beloved pupil, the young 
Timothy. "His words are indeed remarkable; and 


never to Be forgotten: This is a faithful Wing 


« and theſe" things I will cat thou” affirm' con- 
ſtantly, that they ho Believe in God bee. 


KY 225, 


2 BF) 


Tn me, , Sir, this piace tn manifeſta 
truth will do more tocon onvince the conſtience,andto 


warm the heart, than all the ſcholaſtic notions; and 
; philoſophical refinements,” in the world. They b 
are too remote from lite, from action, from . 
tion. Hom the a as God. in i fortning, the foul | 
for 


Wee | 


on TR 


TG OE OE, LY .... Wi co as ni nd 
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e W enjoyment of tat alick ie bis 


image and his glory, divine truth! From this 


bright ineſtumable object the ſoul, indeed, is 
| prone to be ſeduced; by appetite; paſſion and de- 
Ceit ſhe then wanders in darkneſs and wretched- 
ns / purſuing plianton 
and diſtract her 5- till it pleaſes God to open her 
eyes and ſhow het again her firſt companion and 

: original friends Happy, if yet diſpoſed to return? 
Fot though Ihe fiſtiſt expect to be reproached, for 


as that flatter, | diſappoint, 


having relinquiſhedfo wiſe and ſo venerable an aſ- 
ſociate, ftill if it 1 is not her on fault, an ever” 


laſting union may take place ; andi-oh;/iwhat tran- 

quility and joy will be the teſult I 

able for you, dear Sir, if you are often made the 
inſtrument of bringing about this bleſſed correſ- 

Pod SNC 

| ry triumph of the pulpit ? Suppoſe. th 

_ dreſs your audience on topics of nen utili- 


honour- 


3 


Shall I tell you what Leſteem the ve- 
at you ad- 


ty and moment; ſuch, for example, as draw 
deep into the deceitfulneſs of an, the emptineſs 


: of thy wald. che :tnaladies of the heart, the re. 
| applying them, the nece 


ih the Goſpel; the manner of 
eſſity of a new nature and 
a divine lite, 1 Kern of the m_ the need of 


| many atherswhich þ might be named. d now, 


EP 


— 


5 Waben deem it not, therefore of tio conſequence. 
| e nee it as frequen 
Though it is not your province to change the 
heart, ſtill it may ng of- uſe to alarm the. con 
0 ſeisnuel Though the. livelieſt fears of that appre. 


* 535 
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after time, your hearers ate arreſted, ſuſpended, 
fixed, turned inward upon their own: minds, 
andi irreſiſtably led to ſay, every one for him- 
| e e „I am the. man concerned in theſe: 


gs theſe things demand my profound- 


1 « elt end y moſt -ſolems ; conſdenttion, 


immedia ate inn unt they are the 
and ſdbernęſs i by the bleſſing 


G0 wi wt ponder and uppI them, with- 


tis delay. 1 call this the kri- 


umph of the pulpit. 26.304. 4121-34 ee 24501 


e triumph is not inſtantly followed with All 
e effects, which might be wiſhed': or 


henſive power are not always productive of amend= 


is reaſon to believe they, notwith 
ny caſes, check the 
variety of actions, which, though not 


deſerving of praiſe. It is rem: 


a they often contribute to zit and where 
they do not operate a+ thorough | | 


ta nding, bs 
progrefs.of-vice, and incite a 


virtuous, are yet profitablè to men, and e 
table, that where 
„ the 


hy as you can. 


— CEIESS 
— — — 
* 
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| as ah manifeſted with 
__ ſhall often apply to himſelf, as aimed at him in 
15 particular, deſoriptions and adimonitions;-by no 
mean; pointed to any one individual, But only 
eee ds Ty Wet #2, eee "Muſtras 


= 8 direction 

4 Bo. dran at a vertu 

| ub ſme" conſtious inner, wich 1 | 3 that | 

nothing ea 

_ religion” Fo change the metaphor,” the ſparks of 

_ conviction! which Have lain, perhaps, en 
Fears latent ir tlie tranſgreſſor's ſha 

ſoris unſtiſpected . o 
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y e eden ae 8 


2 


us ty 


heal, but the ſalutary infhience of 


; Aton, by the oa 
Is wn di 1 Y ir 16” mee ike . ee TL, FRO rom , 


= ines — but Chinn: oth 8 


inwardly,” till it has either wholly-conſum- 


E the old man which ĩs corrupt, or at leaſt 

dieſttbyed ſome of thoſe deceitful luſts? or bad 
paſſions; that were hurtful to e or Gg 
avs led into deeper rum. ee 125 

In thus recommending to you more immedi- 

5 ately” te the mianifeſtation of the truth“ with 


inneſs, as it is contained in the facred writings, 


0 x connetfed with them, do I mean, that you 


may 


— . ͤ — — > 9 eo as gn — r 


2 — — —— 
— ———5t—— . . — 
Nn n 


more opened and enrichec 5 you will. acquire LY 
| greater compaſs and variety o ideas, | with n larger 


e 1 

from eee polite, Biemme or the 

| fo very diligently. St. Faul 
was himſelf knowing, polite, and eloquent nor 
did that Chriſtian! Apoſtle ſeruple to quote hea - 

then poets; neither can Lat times help ſuppoſing. 

a tion of his fire from ſome of 

the ancient orators, a Pericles, perhaps. ora De- 

: /; fo ſtrongly does he reſemble them in 

Wen ſtyle, and impetuous manner |. You 

- cannot cultivate too carefully your acquaintance | 

wi th belt ao of -antiquity, thoſs juſtly 

. 3 If, beſide them, you ate conhv¾er- 
5 OR EIN 9 ont Me: 


Sir; to ſtudy al th 


that he caught a 


ſenſe, fine writing, and 


ſtore of images and allufions, to illuſtrate, enliven, 
and adorn. them. Still, however, let the men 


a; your council” be Moſes and the Prophets, 
8 angeliſts and Apoſtles, with thoſe pious and 

login perſons. of different ages, who have enter- 
_ ed moſt fully into their meaning and ſpirit. When | 
it is ſaid, that . Apollos was an eloquent man,” 


it 


) 
\ 


I wiſh you, 


235 

i is; ts * 5 DO in e 

Bot cn be eg reaſon you ſearch them with — 

: ttention, fail not to join a cloſe obſerva -. 
tionof the wid. of the age you live in, and eſ- 

5 pecially of the people with whom you are perſon- 


| ; ally © con erned. Kian you add a rage 

5 "hs the pry ages of religion,” PR 

| tal principle within you, need Þ ſay, that you will 

. poſſeſs © a treaſure, from whence < to bring forth 

1 things new and old,“ adapted to every caſe and . 
= capacity ; that you will be qual lified to ſet the moſt b 
: mportant-points in the moſt firiking lights,” and 

5 ref chang mne th, the eee. 

gd = - Ing. I ö 

5 enen bot dene; ee ee 1 

0 bebe comprehenſive and various: but they are 

= o turn-cluefly-on thoſe views that are at once evi- 

d ſeriptural and rational, alike ſerious and 

A | pats wes to the conſcience, . Yo hers to | 
er 5 and connected with ſal vation. 

n, Let us now ſay ſomething of their Sole 

en at feſtation of the truth be your object, vou 

ts, will confider perſpicuity of ſtyle as of the firſt im- 

nd portance. But clear language will chiefly depend 

2 on clear concepi ions. At leaſt, accuracy of think- 

en ng wi "gre an to 1 8 of writing and of 

"Ag 0 5 „„ kin 


% 


mirers, as Su no 1045 ebenes 1 15. 


5 91 ec r "mie Ta 


hnce, deery the beauties of diction, and the gra- 


ces of elocution, they only merit contempt | ming- _ 
led with pity, © The Freacher from "the chrone 0 
6 « ſought to find out acceptable word: 
pares the ſayings of the wiſe tos « apples of gold i in 
he graceful arid pointed 
words of him who neo never mart ſpake,” 
Jaftoniſhed his heaters, and diſarmed his adyerſa- . 


; pictures of _ 123 


ries. Apollos, we have ſeen, is celebrated in 
Scriptute: as an eloquent man; and as to St. 


Paul, what perſon of any taſte does not know. 
came an Apoſtle | 


that however he diſclaimed, as b 
of Chriſt, what he calls, the words of man's wiſ- 


dom, that is, the vain philoſophy; and artful ſo- 
phiſtry, ſo prevalent in his days, he was himſelf 
an orator of the firſt rank, full of force and eleva- 


tion, with a marvellous career of mind, and tor- 


rent of ſtyle, by which he confounded and over- | 
whelmed the enemies. of the truth, but which he 
could reſtrain and moderate when he thought 


proper, in ſuch a manner as to temper the 


whole into the ſweeteſt perſuaſion: 'Tt were 
 ealy 


| you A er barg wil yn 5 


G S g e 


n pe. | 


„ and com- E 


5 ea a to; ſhew, that Fg 
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eral exhibit all the diverſified: e eee 


= gies. of the trueſt eloquence, I mean that, which : 
not only: ſatisfies the judgment, and delights the 
5 imagination, but penetrates the conſcience and 
home to the heart. There is undoubtedly⸗, 


: 28 ere ought to be, great ſimplicity- in many 
= parts of the. inſpired volumes. But what then? 


It is a beautiful ſimplicity, that has nothing in it 
filly, flat, or tame. It is always natural, often 


tender and affecting, often too the companion of ; 
ſablimity, and not ſoldom it's parent. Religious 


truth is indeed a venerable form- They diſgrace 


* 


her dignity who coyer her with tatters, or clothe 


| ber in a mean garb 4. a8 .thoſe prophane her purity. 

ho trick her up in a flaunting attire, - or diſguiſe 

her chaſte and ſerious countenance with artificial 
colouring, and frivolous airs. In both. ways it 


muſt be owned, the Miniſtry / has been often 


brought into contemꝑt, and the cauſe of piety 
expoſed by thoſe who profeſs to plead it. But, 


; aha, nothing degrades the pulpit. ſo much. ag 


aſes, little witticiſms, trifling ſtories,:child- 


iſh conceits, and groſs yulgariſms. I am ſure you 
vill carefully avoid them. You find nothing of 


this-ſort in the ſermons of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, 


Let 8 cons pretend, that it it is neceſſary by way of 


| accommadation a 


x 
* 


ef the ame condition, — ar, 4 
or they would have practiſed it. Are the preuch- 

f en ſpeak of, more wife or-compaſſionate than 
our greut Maſter; and his inſpired: Miniſters: 
That the people, even of the moſt common 

claſſes, if 

manner, would be more thoroughly pleaſed, more 

ee erg e e 
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CENT wnec to 2 god ſtyle, and decent 


e pea doubt. 
| 3 you, 8 pes. 180 as wacky 


not” kate Halen bo Ig 


br a courſe of years in —— ame 
advantage to others. When J mentidn this, I 
takes it for granted, that fromthoſe uſeful Jabours | 
Fou have brought with you habits ef kind af. 
festion for youth in genera ; 
d tttude for their culture in a higher ſenſe. - To you 5 
therefore, with peculiar ptopriety on that account 


and denevolent ſoli- 


1 may recommend my dear young friends now com- 
mitted to your paſtoral care; and I do recom- 


mend them accordingly, with the warmeſt wiſhes 
for their improvement. under rour pious iuſtrue- 
tions. Forgive me, if, in the fervout of my heart 
on e that e 112 near it, © Teyen charge 


: cc you 
A: 
/ 
Re \ 


| _ which you can od 


Sauce nen ſtill remember him, 


de c, eee eee ee . 
n out to 7 then eee, and une 0 


RN ey il | fad up in their he 


©: 


ae religion and ſupport it's intereſts. They 


be an honour: to your Aid; and 'perad- 
ho firſt 
hem the path to Heaben But to return 
dom this ons _— J preſume, 16h 55 fl0o 


reſpestingth 


Siving the 9 


at de. dance and read = 


extent or variety of ante, as 


A il 


* rr 5 


urry IP 108 Ben Sb one part to 
another, as to prevent their“ comprehending clear- 


5 v. ot fling bedr. a of the numerous to- 
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uding into any Angle ferrnon, fe an 
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be highly oe and inſtructiye. But how _ 
both may be practiſed with moſt advantage, or | 
1 indeed any other mode of compoſition for the p 
Pit, I pretend not particularly to direct. 95 fe- 25 
rent men will be moſt ſucceſsful 1 in purſuing diffe- 
rent modes, according to the apprehenſions of their 5 
| reſpeQtive audi itories, or their own peculiar manner 5 
of eee the ſubjects that come before them. 


"But li in religious addreſſes, of whatever form, 
vou, my friend, Will probably be of opinion, that | 
minute criticiſms, nice diſtinctions, ſchool. ſubr 
| tleties, « queſtions . of doubtful diſputation, and 


40 oppoſitions of ſcience falſely, ſo called, miniſter 


but little “ to godly edifying, and muſt appear, 
at beſt, but ingenious e judicious -hearers, 
while they adly amuſe the merely curious, and 


waſte thoſe invaluable moments that ſhould be de- EM 


voted to ſo much better. purpoſes. Nor will you 


deem a diſplay of erudition very often: neceſſary, 
where the great point is not to make men learned, 
but good. 577 leſs will. You, "think. it right, to 
| ſcatter on every. topic a profuſion of. flowers, Khich, . 
in fad, would only o verlay, and obſ ſcure it; +4 to 


- weaken or puzzle the. belief of doarines, faffici- 
entiy plain and acknowledged, by ſuperfluous At- 


guments, or e inveſtigations 3 or, finally, ; 
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| Quotations: Fr Gong "i regard to thi =. Z 
rn # laſt of theſe, I nced not tell you, it is bya very f 
5 + different application of © the word of ted” that WW + 
3 eee found © quick, and powerful, 1 8 
| er than any tho-edget ſword; piercing : 

«even to the dividing afunider of foul and ſpirit, : 
& and of the joints and matrbw, and a diſcerner J 
of the thoughts ad intents of the heart.” Leaſt 1 
ol all will you be diſpoſed to give your compoſi- 1 
tions the tone of bar called Religious Lon⸗ 0 
troverſy; which, except on very particular oc- M 1 
- cafions, when it may beconie neceſſary, could MP « 
1 

I 

y 

b 

V 

tl 


18 anſwer no other end, than to magnify the uneffen- 
tum difference of ſects and patties, and to inflame 

them againſt one another, inſtead of removing 
1 their mutual ee and uniting _ er 5 
| | lk Fun, in beugen dne Fi -þ 
t&ver would: obſtruct or f 


—— a 


ur exclude from them V 
| impair their acceptance ard utility, 1 would not is 
have you lay any unnatural reſtraint on your ima- "<= 
x. - gitiation, if, as J hope, you are poſſeſſed of that b 
=_: Poet. I with you to give it flight, on all proper te 
113 occaſtons.” Let it “ mount up with wings, as. _— 
eagles” gazing on the fun. Let the intelleQ ve 
and immortal fun” of divine truth, illuttimate, At 
rare, TOY you in TY ent. But leſt at . 


e "3 
Wh : any time you ſhould be das ZZle. by an arch; of | 1 
‚ + : ſplendour, in the more intenſe 0 Jy | on of 1 

that glorious luminary, and wander into viſionary | 


| | regions, beyond the ſphere of life and nature, let 

; || _3udgment, and taſte; be your inſeparable com. 
panions. They will prexent you from loſing your- 

* ſelf in wild conceits, and puerile fancie: l 5 
˖ - repugnant to the purpoſes of ſound and „ 
- KM inftruction.. But let not the ſaturnine Kaba ee 5 
— = cold or phlegmatic critics damp your ſpirit, or chill 
pur ardour, ſo long as theſe are honeſt, and well- RT 
d WU directed. What if on their account, you ſhould 

— undergo the charge of religious enthuſiaſm, {o for-. 

e midable and obnoxious in.this. ſceptical age?” You 

s Vin remember, that without a glow in the mind, 

__ bordering c on rapture, and an ambition to excel, 

" BU which animates and fires the human faculties, no- N 
U | thing eminent or great is to be attained in any pro- 7 
= feſfion, i in thoſe profeſſions eſpecially, : whoſe. „„ 
it is to delight, to perſuade, to move. If this be 

. 5 c enthuſiaſm, it is a laudable one, and no where more 

t becoming than on ſubjects of religion, the mat} in ins 

er : Sager exalting of all others. led 

as Permit me further to.remind you, that were 

a4 your: matter ever ſo good and proper, your ſtyle 

e aud compoſition ever fo admirable, the effect of al! 

at "9 be RY counteraGted by an unhappy? £ 


with the gravity and ſolemnity of the pulpit, is 4 
apt to leave the hearers behind, and ſometimes to 


2 
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urſes, the elk perhaps in every other 


cen enfeebled, not to lay marred, 


r 


even to the moſt willing and intelligent hearers, 
bya 4rigid look, or languid air, or ungracious 
"manner, in the Preacher; or elſe by a diſagreea- 
bie Hefitation; ot a drawling tone, or a whining | 
5 ſameneſs, or flovenly pronunciation, or ſomething 


Unnatural, inelegant, aukward, or inexpreſlive, I 
2 cannot tell What. For the defects i in elocution are 
numberleſs, and 
| deſcribed,” yet ſo unpleafan : 
feelin ings” of the more diſcerning, as, in ſpite of 
5 their utmoſt candour, to impede exceedingly the 
- <elight andedification that might have otherwiſe 
7 been received. Let me caution you, likewiſe, 
againſt too haſty an utterance; 1 a fault very incident 


ng ” 


hough ſometimes ſcarce to be 


to lively ſpeakers, but which does not well accord 


'betray the moſt accurate preachers,” if not much 
on their guard, into miſtakes that were better a- 
voided, and would readily be prevented by a more 


deliberate enunciation. Allow me to add on this 
occaſion, that you cannot ſtudy too diligently, 


the accent, emphaſis, and idiom of the Engęliſh 


language. It is a piece of reſpect you owe to 


* 
— 


to the eyes, or ears, or 


* 5 
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5 of the g 
with truth and force, variety and harmony, gravity 


ruf ene. 3 


your Inolith auditors, and will contribute more - | 
25 to Aae appearing with advantage, and ſpeaking 
75 ably believe Much might be ſaid, if there were 


y, than ſome of our countrymen will 


time for it, on the natural, ſignificant, and Exnce- | 
ful modulation of the voice in the pulpit; 3 in 
other words, to ſhow how the ideas and emotions 

teacher may be expreſſed, by living ſounds, 


and ſpirit at the ſame inſtant. In reality,, the ef- 
fects of ſuch a modulation are incredible. In what 
relates to the exterior of eloquence, there is naoat 
perhaps any part of ſo great importance, and yet 
ſo little underſtood in modern times. The an- 
cient orators ſeem, above all others, to haveſtudt- 
ed the regulation of the voice, in public ſpeak- 
ing, and to have ee ee e to n 
engine. „ 3 
Without entering into pee on the article 
of delivery, I am inclined to believe the beft 
4 rule for a preacher, is to feel what he ſpeaks, 


5 and to ſpeak as he feels; like a man of ſenſe 


« and probity, delivering his mind with clearneſs, 


freedom, and earneſtneſs, to thoſe about him, 


« ona matter DEN both. to r _ 
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wa With this z ew, Sir, let me adviſe you, before 


voueenter dhe pulpit, to ſteep. your thoughts in 

A your abet if ſuch a phraſe may be allo 

Ys ver tinctured with it, Or if you 
ls tte allyfon better, give yourſelf up to the im- 


_ pulſe of your theme, Let it take full x 


' of your foul, and vnn your nobleſt Ert. 


Then you; will ſpeak with true Gmplicity, and 


native unſtudied animation, as begames the l, 
__ _ * aracles of God: you will ſpeak b 
believe, and becauſe you love the truths which | 


vou inculcate. What will be the conſequence ? 
Tour hearers, ſeeing you in carneſt, will be pleaſed 
With Four üncerity, _— by your ſenſibility, 

| argu hee There 


eaſily — nd des it 1 3 if 


8 AX r be found, that the moſt ſerious and 
Miniſter is the moſt beloved and 


ebe 


followed with the greateſt wunden, or 9 the 


loudeſt applauſe. 


| He whoſe manne scold e nage. ER | 
=) ect, that his inſtruc- 
li eee Fans or e in themſelves, 


al . often be heard with much attention, or 
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commonly ap 


preſſion which the moſt correct or el ar 
if unanimated and unfedling, can neyer produce, 

By the way, how comes it about, that many 
| preachers, who on a variety of topics in converſa- 


|: A fa Hal: nor ay pm = the. more 
he will affect his audience; and that preacher will 
ear to feel moſt who actually does 


ſo... His voice, his oountenance, his geſture; will 


| concur in manifeſting his ſenſations and if from 
want of {kill or care, from a wrong taſte, or un- 
| lucky habits, he ſhould fall into ſomething lefs 


 ' graceful, proper, or pleaſing, ſtill the marks of 


warmth and carneſtneſs, that accompany all he 


. putters, from: the genuine workings of his ſoul, 


will, on hearers of any candour, make an im- 
at addreſs, 


tion, and upon other occaſions, deliver themſelyes 


naturally, forcibly, and agreeably, no ſooner. or 


ter the pulpit, than, as if ſame; incantation, ] 


Ceed them in a moment, they aſſume lagks, and 
tones, and a manner, the very reverſe? Would | 
this be poſſible, were they thoroughly penetrated, 


and rouſed, by the important objects that then 
_ employ them? 1 ſhould think, not.—In ſhort, 
Sir, when your heart flies out into your diſcourſe, 
48 hee of h Wen W mau to meet it. 
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N love eee no leſs” chen 


ſtaty tru ai" you il 
nas yourſelf to every. man's Bur Arad in 
God. Mark this laſt idea of the A- 
-ſubje&t—® In the ſight of 
„What à motive! What a principle ! 
our ging and Ae to a en berge | 


 theifight of 
Poſtle on the preſen 
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It was the thitd aſt 1 1 ra for oli con- 15 


Sdemtisn, The influerice which 4 powerful 


ſenſe of the Omnipreſent Deity, and an intimate 


comeſpondence with him, will Have on your gene- 


mouth of your people, and in you private inter- 


courſe with them, as their counfellor, comforter, 


and friend, and im fine the happineſs which muſt. 
_ refult't to yourſelf from the whole, I wiſhed briefly 


to repreſent. Not that I ſuppoſe” you to be ig. 
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» "Hor, he t time 2 bed, and the preacher 5 


exhauſted, he waved this part of his plan, and con- 
eluded with a few ſentences. But perhaps the ſerious 
reader will forgive his publiſhing, at the defire of 
ſome reſpectable judges who heard the reſt, what be 
had prepared on that head, though he was prevented. 
from delivering it, 


0 nduct, on youf ſtuclles, on your miniſtra- 
thongs on your addreffes to him in public, as the 


1 


— 


felicity.” FFF 
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nelly Sn be preſſed” upon you but ach that 


I might ſtir up your pure mind by way of re- 


& thembratite” from a ſolicitude to ſee you excel 
in whatever can contribute to en uſefulnels and 


The ee you 20 imbibed, 200 1 repu- 


* tation you have uniformly preſerved, make it, 5 1 
am confident, wholly needleſs to caution you a- 


gainſt open immorality, or ſecret vice. But you 


are not ignorant, that more than mere decency or 
” ſobriety i is required 1 in the character of a Chriſtian 


Miniſter. You are not ignorant, that you muſt be 


ee an example to the believers in word, in con- 
N verlation, in charity, in ſpirit, i in faith, in purity.” 


The Scripture commands it; and the laws of your 
profeſſion give the world a right to expect it. The 
world indeed is apt to expect, at leaſt to require, 
too much from perſons of our function; for- 
getting that * we are men of like paſſions” with 


others; or rather willing to find an apology for 


ſin i in the frailties of thoſe who condemn it, as if 
we pretended. to angelical perfection. But ſtill it 
is certain; that we are bound by every rule of con- 


fiſtency and propriety, to ſtudy a peculiar eleva- 


tion of mind and ſanctity of manners. And how 


_ are. theſe to be acquired or Waile? By 
W by e DY 3 as in the preſence of 
| God, 
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«YN alk before. me, gad the Lord. to 
Abraham, and be thou perfect; that is, as 
pe A a Wy 85 the condition of ot 1 
| . communion 'S e bs: ink Ss | 
forth the principles of piety into act, and winding 
up the ſoul to it's moſt pathetic keys, will prevent 
that languor and dullnek, which are ready to ſteal 
upon it, from a "conſtant familiari ty with grave 
ſubjects, will preſerve you | from. the infrigidating 
Power © of ſurrounding indifference, and keep alive 
in your mind a particu lar ſenfibility that will ren- 
5 der the impreſſions of religion more vivid, and its 4 
motives more efficacious. - But I muſt leave you, 
Sir, to conceive the influence, which theſe will 
haye on your deportment and intercourſe. with 
ſociety ; and I mult leave your people to tell, hon 
pecul iarly engaging the truth will appear, where 
they Hall ſee it manifeſted in the life and con · | 
verſation of their Miniſter, no leſs than in his 
5 ſermons. A conduct like this indeed will. be more 
| convincing, perſuaſive,” eloquent, than Al thele | 
put tagether ; ; at the ſame time that it will give 


every one of them an additional force and attrac- — 
i tion. It will be a living g ſermon, animated. with Stu 
the WY e of ph and Fang...” e 
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that preacher, whoſe! 1 | 
auer of his heart, with watthth aid "pathos; 
and whoſe praftice is Erely copy of his dofifilie} | 
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| Who behgzves out of f it, 4s if he Had never _— 
55 ed there; or as if hne tht 
cerned to enforce his precepts by ktis exile; 


wi ind kighte or owe digi; be felt by every 


ceived; 167 bee 6 of diſcettithent; betweei 
Sit ſpeaks düt of the 
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töuglit Himfelf no Way con- 


eee in fact is {6 great; that may bs | 
Te caſily than erprelled. And it 


ſeridus mind; as devotion is cultivatecl e 
bormer preacher, or beglected by the Hitter.” 


© Devotion, r feltowſhip with God, in the Hit 


5 vial and genuine acceptati ion ef theſe words, 1 


contlider ' as. the life and foul of. the Minifterial 


function, o or if you will, as a kind öf preſiding 
Aud Tiſplting genlüs, that gives it direction, vi- 


gout and 'fubli ity, "where nature "has imparts 


tolerable talents, and 1 8 5 N has i ins 
Provel them, „„ 
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5 mentioned the influence it wil have « on your 


Studies in the way, of. your . profeſſion, as well as 


| on your, general; conduct and character in that. 
mat. By h * if x may fo ſpeak, 


under 
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4 ah ki 3 eee 6 1 giveth, to 
a liberally,” you are affured that you ſhall re- 
ceive it. And this very affur 


your honeſt. end 


| « light,” to uſe the elevated language of the 


Plalmilt you will be enabled. to view.diyine.ob- 
ſent Shes, as they really are, 1o; ſuperlatively fair 
and glorious, that you cannot but be inf 
with admiration, and eager to paint them, ith 
affection and force. Vour mental eye, glanein 


a divine medium; which will repre- 


med 


from earth to Heaven, from Heaven to earth, wil 


behold ſuch Proſpects of all that is moſt important | 


to man,. as ſhall, not only. impreſs your own mind 


| vith the . ſeriouſneſs, but alfo, diſpoſe and 


„„ OWE 


7 pariner to others, . 5 Having, * as Sit is expreſſed. by 
$t. John, * an unction from the boly one, and 


* knowing all things, connected with the nobleſt 


exerciſes and ſweeteſt pleaſures of the foul, you 
Will diffuſe ot your diſcourſes a correſpon- 
dent unction, 


certain happy mixture, or high fa- 
vour 325 Tn” peculiarly mens to the | better 
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e wille cheer and 

8 vours to improve N 
pridical knowledge,. and I all ſpiritual under- 
ſtanding. Then, by ſeeing light in God's 


ob- 
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er of religion, who recom 
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and one who. borrows:his. ts OHν from 1 
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and exalted! 


ence, which your faculties will derive om that irt 
and beſt principle of true devotion, a ſovi 
fire to leaſe God, by £0 
16, for the honour of preſerving” a: ſtats 
defending an individual, or rene but an 
inconfiderable advantage to a client, the orators 
of ancient days, after acquiring with 
ſduity the richeſt ſtores of knowledge, and ſtudy- 
ing with no leſs care the higheſt models of ſtyle and 
docution; ranſacked their memories, and worketi 
up their: imaginations to a pitch of enthuſiaſm, that 
often tranſpor ed their hearers ſurely t the Chriſ- 
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vation. of, men, 
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immediately derived fromthe ſambſotfee; 
Shen you feet your mind warmed and raiſedd by 
views like theſe; in hours of devout "meditation; 
with what gratitude wil you devote *Your: ſtudies; 
ee labours, l 1 e of ſo trieri- 


— A 


toriqus a maſter! ' ardour vill you 
came forth. from your ar rotipeient, fraught "66. © with | 


amongſt other points Ot 
properly interrogated con- 


eee — 


 cerryng your Laich in Chriſtianity ; ; and you have 


edarat ſo clear and evan- 
ect Tam convinced: you will never Ibis n 
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mn 


> if 
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ural bro eee ee ; 
. who affect to ery up the pr of 
morality as all in all, but ſeem ; aſhamed of 
the Goſpel of Chriſt,” though the only ſyſtem 
- that dar neee aba rrecepts full reſpect, 
xedience, from ſuch as cordially 
nee . Meme! ſpeak of either wholly _ 
onours of it's Divine Author; whom £9 _ 
4 God hath exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour... 
the Mediator, Ruler, and Judge of mankind, or 
they men tion his bleſſed name with reluctance, 
- and treat the peculia doctrines of his religion, if 1 
indeed they vouchſafe to introduce them, in a 
” e of tio I.” + 5 
" RH  fuppoſe they are afraid of being laughed at by te 
& : ſcepties of the age, were they to proclaim thoſe _ 
good tidings of great joy,” that inſpired the © _ 
4 1 KS heavenly hoſt with harmony and gratulation, that : „„ 
had been foreſeen by rejoicing patriarchs, predicted _ 
by enraptured prophets, deſired by expecting na- 
tions; that had employed the counſels of Heaven 
from the foundation of the world; to prepare for 
which, it's revolutions had long conſpired, and to 
propagate which, through a wondering univerſe, | 
was the buſinels ; 5 d the boaſt of EO and „ 
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oP Sing" ce Wenn 
1 recording the virtues of that truly great a ad 

. nary man; I cannet but love them for 
their affe8tion and fidelity to their maſter, no leſs 


of ſenſibility, of conſiſtency, in the characters I 
have been deſcribing. To uy indeed, the diſ- 


| ciples 'of Socrates appear to have excelled them in 
Among the reſt, they were much 0 


"wie Aae: they expreſſed themſelves in a 
manner much more delightful; and in many 


things the philoſophy of Plato coincides very hap- 


pily with that of Chriſt. From Plato; from 


Kenophon, and the other reſpectable lights of 


| heathen antiquity, you will never ſcruple to bor- 
row a wiſe or a / pious ſentiment.” But ſtill you 


LE will look upon them, in compariſon, as inferior -1 
fſftars, that hide their diminiſhed heads” before is | 


1 — the ſplendor of the ſun of rightcouſneks. Oe: 
© Tmean not by theſe remarks, for which L make 


no apology, to deny that there may be very honeſt. 
and virtuous men in the profeſſion, who ſtill retain 
a degree of reverence for the Founder of Chriſtiant- - 


tm, as they are pleaſed to call him; though from 


ben 1 eib to mind the diſciples af Seele 3 


i them for their writings; as on the 
: aber Mad J am offended, not merely at the defect 
of faith or of devotion, but at the defect of taſte, 


ſome 


3 0 
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„ * e Tir (ane 5 367 
© | te peculiar caſt of mind, or np turn of 
; books ald converſation (unhappy I muſt needs 
_ . © think, } their reverence ſeems to be far from being 
. eralted; and if we may conchude from the tone 
of their diſcourſes, they ate not much diſpoſed to 
928 adopt tlie language of St. Paul, where he ſays to the 
: Corinthians, « the love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
aus, becauſe we thus judge, that if one died for 

5 © all; then were all dead; and that he died for all, 
e that they who live ſhould not henceforth live 
unto themſelves, but unto him who died for 
4 them; and roſe again ;” or where the ſame Apos- 
tile tells the Epheſians, © for tliis cauſe L bom my 


& knees unto the Father of our Lord "Jeſus 


Chriſt, of whom the whole family of heaven and 
_ © earth is named, that he would grant you, ac- 
cording to the: riches of his glory, to be ſtrength- 
e ened with might by his ſpirit in the inner man; 
that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by faith, 
. ee ye being rooted and grounded in love = 
may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, 5 = 
\< what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 


« height, and to know the love of Chriſt, which 


- « paſſeth knowledge, that ye might be filled 
0A with all the fullneſs of God,” Shall I confeſs, 


that when J read ſuch paſſages as theſe, with num 


; 3 | benen more from St Paul and the other A Poſtles of 
. 9” 
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m ot but regret, that e even Ss 


| . affectionate ſervants i in our days. are not more af- E 


8 


fectionate, and more awake. to whatever concerns. | 


the advancement of his NAME, or the triymphs 


of his croſs ; though, let me add, F would not 
have his name uſed like mean a crol worth | 


| Ne, +, 4 


| 15 ped with ſuperſtition. 0b 
The commanding influen . a ea; 


and, withal, a fervent ſpirit of Ch Chriſtian piety will 


have on your various Miniſration, I muſt not 
pretend to ſet forth at large. This in general may 


be obſerved, that he who feriouſly: confiders. him- 


ſelf as called by Providence to beſeech 1 
in Chriſtꝰ's ſtead, to be 1 unto: God, 
Vill not dare either to diſſemble or to trifle with 
his hearers. Am I employed to addreſs immortal 


ſouls, as a Miniſter of Jeſus, concerning the one 


thing needfu],” from motives reſpecting both them 


and myſelf, the moſt pleaſing and the moſt aw- 
ful? Are they, and am I, paſſing with rapidity, 
through a: ſtate. of probation, to an everlaſting 


ſcene ? 11 arrive there, muſt I give an ac- 


count fi this miniſtry to him „ whom God hath 
e ordained to Judge the world in righteouſneſs ?” 
Blefled Saviour; who is ſ ifficient fogtheſe things?” 
But though I rely on thy grace alone, without 


| 1 nel: that 1 cc nathing ewe 
yet 
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vet 1 feel alſo, ett T mot elk my inal 
deavours to fave myſelf, and them who det me: 


5 What uprightneſs, zeal, diligence, fortitude, | 


| 2 his hand upon his heart, 3 holde this | 


ance; may not be expected from him wo 


„ in the! tete Gal OR. 


exerciſes in private, 7 „ Will I produce on your Public | 


1 Devotions,” when you are addreſſing God as che 
mouth of the people, will be more partie 
Fllitle. Then indeed you will appears in your 
klettent. "Your pureſt affections 
Principles,” will then be kindled together.” The 


and higheſt 


praiſes, the thankſgivings,” the confeſſions, the 
ſupplications you utter, will evidently be the ef- 
fuſion of a full awakened foul tothe Father of 


mereies and of mankind; under an immediate 


conviction of h is preſence and Dns, of bis 


ſuperintending providence, and infinite compaſſion 
in Chriſt Jeſus. From communion with him 
in your cloſet, the tranſition to a more open one 
in his temple will be eaſy and natural; You will 
peak to him in the 
4 Tour fellow worſhippers, with freedom and pleaſure, 
from a conſciouſneſs that you do not forget them 
5 n 2 are abſent, but make mention of 


name, and on the behalf of 
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5. eters In your prayers,” as 5 Paul fregwentiy 
tell us he did of the primitive Chriſtians i in his. 


e Shall T venture to remark, that as far as my ob- 


a ee has gone, of thoſe whopreach with * 


Jaudable ability, but few comparatively pray, as 
might be wiſhed, with copiouſneſs, lemaity, » 
xeadineſs,and fervor. ., Why? . Becauſe they have 
not beſtowed the ſame attention, and ſtudy on this 
pautt as on the other. They, hays. not tak 


early to lay in a ſtore of proper materials,. to form 
2. taſte for, devout exerciſes in ſecret,” to acquire a 
habit of pouring out the heart before God, unre- 


7 trained by the fear ef byſtanders, on the different 


occurrences of life, and the various ſituations of 
a pious and ręflecting mind. Hence, if I mi 
not, the dryneſs and formality o frequently attend- 
ing the performance of this duty in public; the 
want of affection, fluency, and compaſs ; with ſo 
Ae accommodation to the occaſions and: circum- 

nces that ariſe; ., And hence it often happens, 
dhe none but conſcientjous porſhippers find any 
dliſpoſition to join with ſeriouſneſs in a ſervice, ren · 


ducted it might prove as attracti⸗ e Keen ul, 
We is neceſſary and incumbent. 7 + 8 
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iarit: olf ee af manner, or 
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en pains 


dered thus uninviting, though if differently con- A 
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8 1 of cle, with which ms have appeared 5 
ls if they talked away to their Maker, inſtead of 
| addreſſing him with reverence and godly fear. 
| I, in ſpeaking to his fellow. mortals, a. preacher 
betrays marks of forwardneſs, the more judicious _ 
_ amongſt his hearers will naturally be hurt by ſuch 
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indecorum. But they will much more readily for- 


5 p give hitn, than if he ſhould be guilty of the ſame 
behaviour in ſpeaking to the great Eternal. Hu- 
mility, Sir, undiſſembled humility will always 
| become us; but never fo well as when we approach 
| ; to him * in whoſe ſight the Heavens are noet 
1 clean,“ and it's fublimeſt inhabitants *'coyer + ,, 
| tber faces with their wings.” In a preſence ©. 
ſo tranſcendantly great and holy, let our ſouls boy  _ 
with the profoundeſt awe : let our words, looks, 
and demeanour, expreſs no ſentiment, | and no 
_ temper, but what is perfectly conſiſtent with the 


moſt ſolemn, e 88 on n e 


'E 


He, who Aha t this 1 as 5 ought, wil | 


85 dependence. . an (ot 


(dom. be. attended to with entire: indifference ; 3 
but the pious and the thoughtful-will always join 
0 him with ſatisfaction, and often with rapture. 


by the ſacred fire that glows in his heart, 


5 their's will burn within them. If ſuch a metaphor 
may be n they will feel, i in it's N 


X 4 ER and 
0 . 


to judge wh 
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* benevolence: and piety, in Sees for them, for 
himſelf, and for all manki 
wards turns his addrefs to tbole very deople, 


the tenderneſs and ſolemnity which the preceding 
exerciſe een, re pa his mind, I leave you | 
they will eaſily refiſt the -plead- = 


98 n eee at the. tribunal of conſcience, 


ed pled dome and fo dae 5 


| the tlirohe of grace. 


That the intereſts of hae wh call Welte 5 
. Ratioial 1 Dif 7 
been declining, is acknowledged and lamented by 


aters, have for a conſiderable time 


their beſt friends. To what muſt we impute it 92 
Chiefly, I apprehend, to the decay of that fervent 
and devotional ſpirit, which diſtinguiſhed a num- 


ber of their predeceſſors, both amongſt the people 
and the miniſters; Tt was that ſpirit, which con- 


ſtituted the moſt eſſential difference between them 


and many of the eſtabliſhment. Without that 955 : 


f ſpirit indeed, which alone can give life, ſtrength, 


and efficacy to every thing ſerious and good, where 5 


18 


lectricity of devo- 
| "ee? Shall I add, that-the bly” of 
| the divine principle in the human breaft, are never . 
perhaps more conſpicuous, than when a Chri jan 
Miniſter is ſeen, by his people around him, under 
it's actual operation, breathing forth the ſoul of 


? When he after. 


” 
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rr ex AnGB. „ 3.3 
\eekiciightpdoof ting s, or of not uſing 
them, of worſhipping in a church, or in a 
meeting? The modes and tenets may in 
ſome reſpects be a g but where ths 
N eee is wanting on both ſides, 
t dominant ch⸗ a r of coldneſs and world- 

minde cgi be the fame. Vet; after all; - 
2 there in the moſt reaſonable fyſtem 
of religion ybu can ſuppoſe; that ſhould deprive it 
_ of ardor, or leſſen the affection of it's profeſſors, 
or it's teachers? Ought not that ardor, and that 
aſſection, to keep pace with the intrinſic excel. 
lence ot the ſyſtem itſelf? And might it not be 


boped, that where the views are principally direct . 
ell to what is moſt vital and ſubſtantial, the mind 1 
nould take the deepeſt intereſt, and the heart — 


would beat with the ſtrongeſt zeal? Such, ia 
vwould be the caſe, if falſe refinement, and 
. ation) dignified with the names of 
politeneſs and philoſophy, joined to a torrent of 
diſñpation that carries away all orders of men did 
not counterwork themoſt im portant conſiderations. 
By what means the people, or the miniſters, of a- 
ny denomination, are to be fortified againſt ſo 
| reading an evil, it is not eaſy to tell. In the + WE 
mean while, it would {urelty be much for the ho- {= 
nor OR thoſe who now hear mn.” were they to unite I 
| acts 
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| their endeayour 1 an Re ample: of * 
| feryor, and to . mine as lights in the world, 


| 1 clouds of Vile: and Epen en that 


* d them. * 42005 oy "O61 5 22 . e 
ur living and acting as Miinthis ſight of 
God, will affect your intercoutſe with men, 
And . with thoſe committed to your 
Paſtoral care, ĩt would be agrecable, if it were re 
ue to explain. But you will readily conceive, 
an ener cperiefice;: that laying open your 
. '  Hearthabitually: o:the.common Parent of men, 
. name of their common Saviour, muſt ha 
 bitvally diſpoſe it to the practice of _ thing 
eee eee, preacher, | 
- 8s I have delineatet};} will be found the Boden 
— the tendereſt comforter}; the warmeſt | 
1 Gebpathelie fiepd. The lively ſenſe-of | 


ey 0H retirement, will mix with his con- 
verſatian, and to.ſheak in the emphatic. ſtyle of 
Scripture, will “ ſuaſon it with falt, ſo as to mi- 
niſter grace to the hearers.” | ' He will ſeldom in- 
_ deed paſs any time in company; without WW 
occaſion to introduce or infi nuate ſomething ſeri⸗ 
- ous, moral, ſentimental, or inſtructive. © But in 
doing this, he will be governed by a prudent: res 
| gan to perſons: and circumſtances. True religion 
1 affects 
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FR 40 nothing auſtere, and nothing unſcaſonable. : 
The moſt pious, man will naturally | 
ID alfectionate and the moſt eee e * is Rot 
. piety, but ſuperſtition, or bigotry, that produces ; 
4 gloomy. temper, or forbidding m 
P as We dene a was a pattern of benevo- 


key 5 


ee of others, eſpecially 
here their higheſt intereſts are in queſtion, you 
will embrace with alacrity, from Principles which 
no unworthineſs, or unkindneſs on the part of 7h 
men, can conquer, namely, the love of God, 
and of his | Boks There may indeed be numbers, 


with whom thoſe principles will not oblige you to 


5 8 cultivate an intimacy. In this reſpect, it will 
1 n to practiſe great circumſpection. But the 
more you reliſh the duties and the joys of reli- 


your. peace, your reputation, your 


gion, the leſs you will be inclined to aſſociate 


with thoſe that have not a taſte for them, and | 
the more you will be attached to thoſe that have. 


When alone, you will give yourſelf diligently to 


reading, meditation, and prayer, with the other 


2 neceſſary parte: for your public labours. A 
N N 1 daevout 


6 * 


— 


5 THE, eures 


5 N A en ben. I H way you may 
5 | "reſerved ; but Tam 


| be'thought less polite, or tog 


arth zu and you will pe particularly pleaſed; when 


We Gee you; thoſe I think of are 
as far from a pert affectation of ſuperior knowledge 


or ſanctity, as any ſet of people I have ever ſeen. 
3 e e 8 


And now V Pell REY! beſore T conclude, 


The work in which you' ire erigaged is arduous 
and laborious. But it's toils and difficulties will 


accounts. When you "Nis ders bbeisty, your 
chief delight will be « in the excellent ones of the 


you diſcover ſuch amongſt your flock. On them 
vou wilt gladly beſtow the: largeſt ſhare of your 
eſtsen and attention; and from them you will 


ful eſs; at the tis ine 3 


ch on ſome of the happy effects, that . e. 
fut to yourſelf from an ardent and elevated ſpirit 
bf piety, in the diſcharge of your mimiſterial office. 


e greatly ſoftened, may I not fay, frequently 0 
| converted into ſweetneſs, by proſecuting it in 
be OE God, 2 7 wh zeal __ unction; by e 


. | 8 LY joy 
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joy of erde as I truſt you will find, 


your labour of love” is not unſucceſsful ; = 


by the cheerful increaſing hope of diyine aid, and 
final acceptance. Your reflections on PY conduct 
thus honourable, thus animated, thus ſuſtained, 
cannot fail to inſpire a magnanimity, that will . 
| ever preſerve you from deſcending to the little, 
_ verſatile, and ignoble arts of popularity, which 


enſlave ar f diſgrace too many of tlie profeſſion. 


| They will make you © bold as a lan, to en. 


counter any danger or diſcouragement, that may 
ariſe from one quarter or another. The more 
you venerate the cauſe of truth, righteduſneſs, and 
. liberty, as the cauſe of God, you will 
aſſert and plead it with the greater fortitude, 


ed whether men will hear, or Whether they will | 
4 forbear.” If ſome ſhould miſtake, miſrepre 


| ent; calutnniate, you will appeal from their i igno- 
 rahies, from their falſchood, and from their ma- 
 lignity, to an approving conſcience, and to the 
unerring Judge. Vou will remember too, that 


the difciple is not greater than his Maſter, nor 


the ſervant above his Lord ;” and you will have 
the conſdlation to know, that he who l is at the 


head of the univerſe, and for whom you are rea- 
dy to ſuffer the loſs of all ae will never rl : 


* nor r forſake w_ eee 


0 
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” With pe e to your external fend: ; 
8 > - th, you muſt, under God, depend, in a great 
7 meaſure, on the ſteady attachment of thoſe who 
_ Hear you. But ſurely; the greater and 85 5 
part of them will not be apt torelinquiſh a Paſto 0 
. ac in the manner and on tlie carr 8 : 
b ſuggeſted, by 70 98 5 5 
5 . It may with 3 Gi forthe boch of the . 
people called Proteſtant Diſſenters, in general, but 
particularly i in London, and the commercial and 
25 manufacturing cities and towns throughout Eng- 
. they have long approved themſelves 
LEE I Kind and liberal to their Miniſters : and few 
„ believe, of that number have as yet n 
nh ftruggle with hardſhips, comparable to thoſe, 
Which are ſuffered by thouſands of worthy Cler- 5 
5 gymen. in the eſtabliſhed Church. What pity | 
were it, if the very affecting repreſentation, lately 
5 publiſhed on this laſt ſubject, by one of her moſt 
learned, moderate, and deſerving Prelates, ſhould 
Not meet with the attention and regard it merits ! Th 


2 W WE SS TB 0 „ r -— ww oo. . 


* 
_ 1 
» 


Jo reſume the point AM us, as 1 am ſure 8 
that no man, of a fpirit truly. religious, will ever 5 


 facrifice his integrity to his gain; ſo I verily be- 
lieve, that whilſt you continue, by mation 
of the truth, to commend yourſelf to every man 's 
conſcience in the fight of God, he will from time 
„„ . 0 


. j 2 : by . ; 
143 * \ i 
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to time + if 0 thoſe who will honor and protect 


you, for his, and for your work's ſake. As to the 


Members of this Society, I will pledge myſelf for 

them, that they will go on to give you all the 

. encouragement in their power, as long as you are 
at pains to deſerve it, that is to ſay, as long as 


your connection with them ſhall laſt, They are i | 


_ _ candid, and they are generous. - I owe them that : 


teſtimony. — What ſay you, my friends? Dot - 


over · rate your character? If this young man 
proves faithful to you, may I not engage for you, 
that you will not be wanting to him? If I ſtill, 
 Jetain ſome intereſt in your hearts, allow me to 
| uſe it in favor of my ſucceſſor. Let me hope, 
that you will ſeriouſly attend to his inſtructions, 
earneſtly pray for a bleſſing on his labours, and 
unanimouſly concur to ſtrengthen his hands. So 


ſhall you live together in peace and piety on earth, 


and he will at laſt have many enlightened and 
fſlanctified ſpirits eto preſent before God as his 
joy and crown in the day of the Lord. „How 
happy ſhall I be to meet and rejoice with him and 


you, my much loved and ever reſpected hearers, i 115 


the abodes of immortal friendſhip ! Amer. 
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* Preached at the Proteſtant Diſſenting Meeting- 
| Houſe in Hammerſmith, the Twenty-ſecond of June, 
1583: on occafion of the ſudden Death of the late 
Rev. GronGE TyRNBULL, Paſtor of the. Church of 
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- 08D, * 46k ME To k NO MINE END, ann 
re MEASURE or MY DAYS, WHAT . 1. 1. 
IAT 1 MAT KO] HO w FRAIL x: 4. 
BEHOLD. THOU. HAST MADE | MY DAYS AS 
AN HAND. 'BREADTH : AND. MINE AGE 186 


1 - AS NOTHING BEFORE TREE: VERILY. EVERY. 
= 1 5 8 MAN AT HIS BBST STATE. 18 ALTOGETHER | 
wann. e ee oo 


F Fay by ing Men and Brethren, can add to 
I ü the ſoletnnity of the prefent gccafion ; if any 
= circumſtance can increaſe the 7% and impor- 

. + tance of our ſubject ; : if there be à conſideration ' 
more powerful than anther, to awaken ſerious _ 
reflection, to impreſs the thoughts of death upon 
the heart, and to create in both preacher and 
_' hearers, a peculiar i interel in the affecting buſi ines 
of this day—it is the anner and the fare in 

1 . ION. Co which 
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| which the ſubje& has been PEAT I ed to us. 
© When you are informed of theſe, you will readi- 


Iy diſcern, and, I truſt, approve the reaſon which 


determined my choice of SIN in Wo, 
at this awful bour. | | 


r 


Know then, my dear VEE, that oy 
laſt act of your late Paſtor's life; the laſt exerciſe 
. of his migiſtry, in the view of your edification, 
was to make choice of this very text, and to 
frame a diſcourſe upon it; which, had he lived 
_ three days longer, he would have delivered: from 
this place, as the improvement of the death of a 
valuable friend, well known to many. of you, 
whom he had juſt attended to the grave, —Hay- 
ing made his laſt earthhy meal, with his accuſtom- 
mperance and cheerfuJneſ(s ;. having taken 
* & the earthly friends who were about: him, 
with his uſual ſerenity, ſiveetneſs, and beneyo- 
lence ; at peice with God,, at peace. with, himſelf, 
* with all men, he retirgdi to his cloſet, 
and impreſſed, as it appea ts, with the great object 
of his public miniſtratioris; impreſſed with: the 
ſolemn and mournful ie a of the preceding 
day; impreſſed with the fad duty he had to ful- 
fil, on the approaching Sbbath;z he had turned 
to this very paſſage. of Nt as the ſubje& 
r friend | had, 


HS © 


4 3 f " 


bh _ ww 2-0 ak 


n therefore NE he: the + hajec, , 
dep: ied friend's method of treating i it, as 


2 ſacred, and a valuable legacy, bequeathed ba | 
| | Him! to me, for your” uſe, and my own. May 


God grant us wiſdom! to ule it wiſely and well. ; 


6 « I one went unto them froni "the dead,” rea- 
2 LY d the rich man in torment, furly * they will” 
believe and <* repent.” ” Well then, 'O men, one 
Already in the arms t "death, one now. dead, comes 
to you, ſpeaks to you, in the perſon of the dying 

.  ereditute whoſe voice you now hear: the ſpirit of 
_ _ your late excellent Miniſter now. accoſts you. by 
> wy tongue. That ſpirit of his wh often viſe 


rvour inſtruction; it was ever watCh- 


ful for- your good; it was ever attentive to, and 
ready to improve occaſions of communicating pſe- 
ful knowledge, —but alas! you knew not, my 


24 


much eſteemed Fa ather, my Friend! you knew 
not, that Providence was about to enforce your 


doctrine upon the people of your charge, the 
NR 88 love, by an argument ſo pow 8 


Atrange 2 Ges! it, with al that er- ; 
| der; accuracy, and diſtinctneſs, which you muſt 
have often remarked in him; had committed his 


_ ideas; in ſhort hints, to writing; then commend- 
nba to nds ME: himſelf to te 
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5 ns 5 was ke the forcible and pthc appli ation af 
your ſubject. ee e e ee 


3 . eee W wind * 
* meaſure of my days what it is: Thus, with 
4 | holy David, meditated the pious Saint, whoſe re- 
5 5 moval from us we ſo juſtly lament, and thus he 
1 prayed; and God has granted his requeſt; God 
Bas infinitely exceeded his expectations. He de. 
fred to Enozo his latter end; he was engaged in 
deep and earneſt thought on his frailty and mor- 
2 tality; when lo, that very night, the God whom, 
Fs worſhipped, put. an end to all anxiety about” 
ttat intereſting event, ſhewed” him The 
% ² te” conducted him through « the 
T valley of the ſhadow of death, to his © pre- 
3 ſence,” where there © is fulneſs of j joy,” and 
to his * right band, ol were cc chere are 8 | 
1 for evermore,” Z io þ 


I = - 22 2 In che view of diſcourting to you, i * 
„ e eee had 


3 Ide of the Fiat end intereſting hen « - 
EEE the Phalmiſt's prayer to God, n = 


WE Wn to know his eng. : 
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III. To Point wick ſn _ the reaſons and n 
ic 1 good men deſire, and God beſtows ſuch. 


by " Laſtly, He intended to apply and improve the 
| . ſubje&, by delineating the character, and recom- 
mending the example of a good woman, lately one 


plc yourſelves, as a perſon of ſingular =p nome, mo- 


wy 4 bur ity, On nn and NY 


„ 


4 
AY: 


P Mr. Turnbull has left behind him, for two rea- 
ſons: firſt, becauſe 1 conſider myſelf as thereby 
fulfilling the deſire and intention of the dead: 
and ſecondly, becauſe, perhaps, better mate - 
rlaals for the PRIN could not 9 have hour 


furniſhed, | 1 


I. We are to 1 the cher of the Plmif s 
queſt to God, that is, what he deſires to be made 
a cquainted with, when he prays, © Lord, make 
e me to know mine end, and de meaſure af 
Fee wing 2 what it is”, And. 
1. It expreſſes a deſire to be made eule bow 
e life is: a point, however obvious, of which 
men are firangely e or 3 amounts to 
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a ORR about which OP are OY | 

_ 1pdifierent:; ihlough one of the moſt important 

1 that can engage the human mind. It is ince | 
_ fapily profented tg our view 3. yet we incefſantly = 
_  tolg: ficht of it. Scripture, | reaſon, feeling, all 
Preſs the conſideration. of it ppan, us; but ſome 
va nity appears, . we forget that we are not 
10 * liye always.” — Our F athers, Where are 
3 they ? The Prophets, do they live for ever ?” 

8 Conſult t the n record; examine the bills of mor- - 

tality; and what do you find written p< Adam 
« lived nine hundred and thirty years—and. he 


* qied.“ 16 Al the days that Methuſelah lived, 
* were nine hundred ſixty and nine years, and 4 . 
* he died: ” and A thouſand years when expired, ; 


are but « like yeſterday when it is paſt; or as a 
N watch! in the night.” | But even that antedilu- : 
vian ſtandard is greatly reduced ; and human life 
is not now meaſured, as in the patriarchal ages, 
* e ee at your: No: it falls greatly ſhort 
of one. The days of our years are threeſcore own 
4 and. ten; and if by reaſon of ength 
fourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength labour a | 
„„ "66 ſorrow ; | for it is foon cut off, and we fly 
es Ha eee. e = 
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s Kier n les troubla;7 Ide eee 


PP 


. fleethalſo as 4 ſhadow, and corttinueth not c- 


„ ant my days as an hand 


1 breadth: and mine age is as nothing before 
4 thee: verily every man at his beſt ſtate is alto- 
2 vanity- Selahf.“' Thou carrieſt 
nee erge- der with a flood : they are as 4 
| Pp. morning they are like graſs which 
„ withereth.“ We ſpend our years as a tale 
* that is told.” | 8 1 are Teilt thay: i. 


: 555 made to paſſes iterate" "What is 
your life? It is even a vapour, that »ppaneth 
„ for alittle:time, and then vaniſheth away.” 


As Scripture thus, i in every page, acute the 2 
| brevity of life, ſo Nature, i in every object which we 
| behold, and experience, in every event that paſ- 

ſeth over our heads, bring it forcibly to the heart. 

Ik we go into the city, what do we meet? A 

dqwn, outſelves ſhadows like them. If we ſtep 

amo A field, every jen under our feet, while 


0 job. xiv. 1, . Pſal. xxxix. v. 


ae 


ay I ok run BREVITY | 
— a4 4 firſt tree that preſer 


ö "infer 1 


ſilent, but pathetic eloquence, ſeems thus to ad- 
ns : The hand which planted me is ſhrunk 
«6 up ant withered ; the eye, which with deliptit : 
«; beheld my gradual ingreaſe, is cloſed for ever! 
poſed under my 


ee the head, which at noon re 
« ſhade, Haage in the tomb. Frail ſon of the 
6 duſt! Conſid 


et thou paſſeſt quickly away; and to-morrow 


= ma N en alu mochen and not 
| ce nts 2 + MEG a NOT 
20 If we velvet t6 te" houſe of 600. 
ſame awful voice reſounds in our ears. "Ws. 

erected this edifice? Who occupied theſe 1 
ten, twenty, thirty, 


J, Fon” 7 


* 


orty years ago? 


this pulpit. the laſt Lard's day ſave. one: 15 


beloved friends whon 


If we retire to our own houſes, inſtead of as: 
we lately beheld there, and 
m we took ſweet counſel, „ we only 


cc” with 


meet the vacant feats which uſed: to receive them; > 
the books which they were wont to read; the 


little works which they performed; the lifeleſs 


pictures that reſemble them; ſome affecting me- 
morial or another that they were ours, but are 
ours no langer. 1 | 


* 


me, and learn wiſdom. 1 af- 


ford thee 5 and inſtruction to-day ; but 
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ls we retreat within our own brittle as taber-- 


- ode we perceive the harbingers of mortality, we 
feel the witneſs of death within ourſelves 29 


ome ſpring in the machine relaxed, ſome mem- 


ber aut of order, ſome prop decaying, ſome fa- 


culty impaired : © the keepers of the houſe om” 


"548 bling, the ſtrong men bowing themſelves, 
4 the grinders ceaſing becauſe they are few, ar 
| * thole that look out of the windows darkened. 
The ſilver cord” 1 be © looſed, and the 
« golden bowl bro And with ſo many mo- 
5 nitors, ſo many eee, of the ſhortneſs of life, is 
it poſſible to lie down in ſecurity, and to hold this 
extravagant language, < What ſhall I do, becauſe. 
I have no room where to beſtow my fruits? 
« This will Ido: I will pull down my barns, 


«and build greater, and there will I beſtow all 


- « my fruits and my goods : And I will ſay to my 
0M ſoul, Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up for 
* many years: take thine eaſe, eat, drink, and 
|. be merry|]. ” Shall the worm that may- be 
crulhed in a moment, and which muſt periſh 1 in a 
day, exalt itſelf as if it were immortal „ 


2. David when he prays, « Lord make me to 
wo, * know mine end and the meaſure SE my days,”. 


e 1 Hi xii. 18, 19. 


or BVNAY, LIBS, be. „ 


bo 
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| „ 
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oak nente. 


— upon our little — of exif 

ene, it were ſomething: were our poor thtee- 
_  ſrore years and ten, fenced on every fide — 
-— — _— ban wege there were fonehi ih 


— 1 e ee not -whatt 4 47 vr 

__< ei forth . expoſed continually ts © the 

. © terror by right, andthe arrow that wle 3 
4 day; che r eſti] 6 that. e | 


4 the deſtruction that waffe at non day.” A. 


Every ſtep that we tread is through the midſt | 
8 of certain perils, or hidden ſnares. Every element 
ö pregnant with death. Every climate, every 
ſeaſon, every fituation tems with death. The 
roaring waves ſwallow up their thouſands in a mo- 


5 5 ment. The convulled earth opens her Jaws, and 


whole cities with their inhabitants periſh. The 
fertile plains, and thoſe who cultivated them, are 
deeluged with a ſea of liquid fire. The tainted air 
 huels deſtruction on a devoted world, in the blaſt 


of every wind. The fervent heat of the tropics, _ 


and the _ air uh the pale, contend in their 
efforts - 


. or VAR 2228, Ke. 


"Cant Ms wine wry Ns pars 


| opprelslife ; the languor and intemperance of af- 


uence, undermine and corrupt it. The. genius 

of manufacture and art, like the ſubtie thief of = 
the night, ſtrals, without warning, upon his un- 
ſuſpecting prey, and levels him witlb the ground 3 
. wa, the bold robber of the day, ſtalks at noon 


5 * through, © garments. rolled in blood“ pale fa- 


mine, varagious; as. the lean, de en db 
munen fat and the ſtrong. 

Do the aged and the weak alone de, 75 Meakure 
u graves ; mark well; theſe inſcriptions.;: 
| pare theſe dates. They are but Sith long“ | 
Here the bloom never blowed:: there the rude 
 handjof the tempeſt, ſhook. the. tree, and daſhed . 
its fruit prematurely on the ground. Do theaged - 
alone die? Conſult your own. bitter-recolle&tions '; 
_ enquire at that mourner ; ſtep into your neigh- 
| bour's houſe ; woman, wherefore weepeſt thou? 
It is the cry of the widow I hear, whom God has 

juſt bruiſed ; * the defire of? whoſe © eyes, He 
© hath takeaway with a ſtroke; it is Rachel 

** Weeping, for. her children, and refuſing to be 

ed, becauſe: they are not. What is 
the concluſion. af the whole matter? Surely 
Y NN mam walketh! in a vain thew hen 

„„ thou 


- + UM 2 = ru aarvirr 


= eee his ue to ns away e 
that moment, in its beſt ſtate, uncertain. 


16. meaſure of my days, what it is; ſeems ear- 


15 bs. The true improvement of the ſhortneſs and 


5 . E to do good as diligently as we can. Becauſe it is 


uncertain, and we cannot * boaſt ourſelves of to- 
%% morrow,” wiſdom calls on us, to do with 


| _ «©. our might whatſoever. our hand findeth to do: 


„ for there is no work, nor device, nor know- | 
V ledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, whither we 
& are going: and to © work out our own fal. 
vation with fear and trembling, while. 1 it ! | 


- 1 5 | OE 9 before the night cometh,” 


The importance of life 1 18 to be ste! ths 


5 5 | 7 hs wiſdom of Him, who is the Author of it. 


=_— * God created man in his own image God 
D . Den into e breath of life, 


1 and 


e 6:moth;;-furcly every man is vanity. Life ex- 
. | -tendedtoits utmoſt length, i is e ee | 


3 5 „ -, The pious ſoul in pouring out this joel, | 
5 5 * Lord make, me to know mine end, and the 


+ hy 7 5 R ec eee inſtructed how important lis. 


8 : Gs of life, is not, to count it a trifle, to 
„ it unneceſſarily to danger, to be careleſs 
and indifferent about the Preſervation of it; but, 
becauſe it is ort, to acquire wiſdom as ſoon, and 
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. HUMAN „r, ker 1 8 35 | 
zr e is viſitation 
ce preſerveth our ſpirit. 5 Ther v very. « hairs. of „ 
'« our head are numbered of Him.“ Not a plant 


grows in the [field, not an inſect crawls on tbe / 
- ground, or flutters through the air, but has is 
5 end and its uſe; for. it is, God ho feeds the _ 5 
mens, who paints and “ clothes the lilies 

« the fjeld; and he does nothing in vam = _ 

7 and are not ye much better than they 2” If the Fs 
vegetable and animal tribes poſſes. an acknow- 
ledged importance in the ſcale of being; if the 
lh and raven form conſequential links in their 
eſpective chain of exiſtence ; How much more, , 
man, the Lord of all, the glory of all; and every 
man in his own particular ſphere? While humili- 
ty, under a ſenſe of weakneſs, worthleſſneſs, and 5 
imperfection, ſays, 1 am a worm, and no man,. 
devotion, as on eagle s wings, exalts the ſoul to 


WM tbe throne of God, ſaying, my Father who art | 
ain Heaven:“ while nature points to the tomb, 

e WH and the ſtern decree proclaims, © duſt thou art, 

1 _ * and to duft thou ſhall return,” religion unveils 

d =_ the glories of Paradiſe, and e is frallow- . 
WH ©ovpoflie” * 

ns 2 The importance of. a „ the life that now is, 

he muſt be eſtimated from the connection it has with 

Id - 7 that which e The e „„ 
fe, ü „% tb HFS te | ſpring -- 
1 . VVV 


- 6h; ; dike Bonis riot 
5 Alea are of our du- 


Ne | | | 
V e e every mars lie mult be eſ⸗ 957 
SS timated, from his relation to others; from: his | 
E- 2  eonſequetceand influence in * "That: can 5 
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55 Sach by His piety or profanity,” & neither by - 
wiſdom or folly, as neither by his virtue ar vices, as 
neither by his life or death, to have occaſions mini- 
ſtered, of ſerving, or of hurting his family, his 
1 neighbourhood, his: country ?—Religion' will ne- 
ver permit a man to conſider himſelf as a ſolitary Rs, 
3 individual: for the language which it holds, is, 5 
e none of us Ureth to himſelf, and no man 
dieth to himſelf, and the man wWhoſe he: 
trine this is, ; abi an illuſtrious ex-. 
ample of that excellent ſpirit, when he re- 
preſents himſelf as in doubt which to prefer, his 
oun immediate glorification, or a longer continu- 
ance in the world, for the good of mankind; and 
he ſeems generouſly diſpoſed to give up the former, 
to the latter ; What I ſhall chooſe, Iwot not. 
For I am in a ſtrait betwixt two, having a de- 
-  * fire to depart, and to be with, Chriſt ;- which 
1 . 1s far better: nevertheleſs, to abide in the fleſh 
_ © is more needful for you. And having this 
7 25 confidence, I know that I ſhall abide and con- 
4 tinue with you all, for your furtherance and joy 
- « of faith; that your rejoicing may- be. mere 
1 abundant i in 90 Chriſt for me, ak OO ; 


"Finally, the 13 0 life lt be eſtimated: 


| from toe e a which flow from 
5 & - : its 


5 2 . Phil. i, a 
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a © Ins SnnvitY | „„ 
5 prove flent or abule.- Ohe may be cel 
b our good or il behaviour while we live; but 
x character and conduct can affect ourſelves 
55 alone when we die. . Behold note. is the accept- 
"0 oe; time; 'bekold. now is the EO” 1 
| "A God“ is gt hand, « ho will ne t every 
7 man according to: his deeds : To them, who 
e by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for 
„ glory and honour and immortality; eternal life : 
Bunt unto them that are contentious, and do 
not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouſneſs, 
e 4 indignation and wrath ; Tribulation: and an- 
_ -puiſh upon every ſoul of man that doeth e | 
0 0 of the Jew: firſt, and allo of the Gentile,” 
No, my friends, if the life of mar he thus 2 
Wy wneertain and important; and if, with all 
that preſent and temporal, all that future and e- 
. ternal importance, men be diſpoſed to waſte and 
= pe it, ſurely a ſerious: ſpirit has reaſon to 
. 4 aſk” this * wiſdom of God, © from whom 55 
* meth down every good gift and every perfect 5 
Lord mate me to know mine Copy Ig SINE mea- 
50M ſure of my days, what it is.” 79 e ee 
I. The ſecond Article, 1 in my ct ; 
{ friend 8 bequeſt, i is, The conſideration of the means 
: RY RR, * ance is one” to teach men 
| „ 1 
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ms at and neceſſaty leſſc on. Tbete be has 


9 


ge marked down. in ſo many plain ſhort words, "a 

= "RE 2: The Wotd 3: TheSpirit of God. 
And we will continue to walk in the Hot wy DE 
74 he has marked out for us. * n 


There i is, evidently, | in 80 ſubdiviſion, a gras 


85 dation of thought and reflection, as it aroſe in the 5. 
mind, which was undoubtedly the reſult of know- 
ledge and feeling; and which, had he, been pers 
- mitted himſelf to explain i it to 5 would Weber : 
1 been to this purpoſe! i 
5 © God makes men wen Wai W mo 
5 « 1 meaſure of their days” by experience, when 
* he drives them, by ſome ftroke of his providence, 
5 from a dry, general, ineffective acknowledgement 
of the vanity of ſublunary things, into a 19 5 | 


felt, awakening, active perſuaſion of it. 


„ A IE... 2» 


one is ſo filly as to diſbelieve, or to 8 = 
- certainty and ſuddenneſs of death; but who is fo. _ 
wiſe az to live under the habitual impreſſion and 
15 belief of it? What all readily admit as a gene- 
- ral propoſition, all are diſpoſed, at times, to reject 
: in its particular application. So deeply is the love ET 
of life implanted in man, that neither poverty, 
= nor pain, nor neglect ; nor old age, loaded with 
; all theſe, i 18 able to. extirpate it 3 and we fondly: 5 
cheriſh the delufion, that we ſhall live a little lon. 
by er, and longer—till we are dead indeed. We 


8 2 15 ke are 


\ * . 7 
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E were e or 23s 15 we - bad no concern 5 
im it. Examples admoniſh i in vain, for 0 all men 
_ think all men mortal, but themſelves.” God 

therefore makes us ine to know our end, 

"by putting forth his hand, and touching ſome of 
our vitals : He kills us in part, that we may | know 5 
wo are not immortal. He wounds the hand, 
that the heart may arb det the blow Which 
© threatens it. He makes us to die again and again 
in others, to prepare us for dying ourſelves. i But 5 


| x; with no other means of knowing, and of improv- 


ing our latter end, except the memorials of Wo: 
which are continually” before our eyes, and the 
premonitions which we frequently feel in our-own 
perſons, we ſhould be apt to fall into many errors, ; | 
with regard to its proper uſe and end. One man 


85 vVould peevithly deſerthis ſtation, another fink into 
torpid indolence and inaction, and a third would 5 


diſſolve in diſſipation and exceſs, ſaying, cc let us | 
Lat and drink, for to-morrow we die. To prevent, 
therefore, or to rectify, ſuch ng; pon . 
. 18 plealed to employ, Tr 45h 
His word,” to lead men to the "right K a 
wap and improvement of their approaching diſ. 
ſolution. In this view, Moſes prays, in another 
Binding * 8 8⁰ o teich us to number o our . that we 
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"et A our hearts unto dem. 128 ＋ he Ec 
bie inftruftqus how to ac uſe the world ſo as not to 5 N 
( abuſe it. It guards'us equally againſt W 
ſive melancholy, ſullen diſcontent; and „% 7 
lels riot- While it forbids us to think of /ving — © © © 
| here always, it condeſcends'to teach us EAT 
che time of our | ſojourning! here, in the fear of — - 
© God,” While it confers due weight and impor- _- - 
85 . a life; it writes entire diſapfro _ 
blation on the romantic, viſionary; andſeduftive 
views. which men men are apt to entertain. Here, as 
in exery c ther caſe, Scripture point out the golden 

| mean, wherewiſdom and happineſs dwell. It points, „„ 

out the narrow way, that leads between anxiet r 
and levity; between fond attachment, and liſt leis 
indifference. It inſpires fartitude without raſhneſ, e 
and caution without timidity. It enables us to en- : „ 
joy life with moderation, to employ it creditably to . 5 
ourſelves, and ul ane S 5. hs tact, - £5 
_ with fortitude, - . CCC „ 


eee cpoweg e „ 
ven wh always receive with that rexe- 7 e 
rence and ſubmifion Which it oughit to comm 
mand? Does the word of God uniforinly pro- ]ñ0 
dude its intended effect Then men would have 
| Fe EY Toe 
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e ee God therefore, in pity | 


5 13 401d eee difference, in Point ol „ 


lich che ſame truths, anti the ſaume events pro-- WW 


3 today, is * harder chat piece of the nether'm go. 
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. it is melted Ike wax.“ . 
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tune, is as che ſounding brafs, f 


3 1 , inkling cymbal,” at another “a ham- ; 
„ i mer that breaketh the rock in pieces,” quick and 85 


3 « powerful, and ſharper than any t 
F _ *< piercing even tothedividu ;afunder of ſoul and 
—_ «ſpirit, arid of the Joints and marrow'::and:is a 
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I will, then, ſpeak. of Mr. Tema; face be 
® he was when I found him, and ſuch as he has 


continued to be ever ſince; after his character 5 


was formed and fixed: ſuch as he was in himſelf. 


independent of ge alliance, country, or ae 
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laſt enenty-ſive years, Paſtor of this Church; poſ- - 
ſeſſed a variety of excellent qualities, ſuch as WE 


not always meet and unite in the fame character; "ih; 
and which are perhaps the more eftimable, from 
- being les common. Without pretending to make 
an exact enumeration, I will give: a few inſtances, 1 
uſt as they preſent themſelyes to my mind. vn 
him I found and admired, ſtrong maſculine ſenſe; 55 
blended. with child-like plainneſs and ſimplicity of 
88 ſolidity of age, with the purity of Mes 
ee 3 81 8 underſtanding, 1 an in- 
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veneration of God, ha- 
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; ation, were requiſite to diſeover them; 
but then, they were of courſe valued the more, 


_ from the beauty. of the covering which attempted. | 


to conceal. them. What is always tlie caſe, with 


| every man of real learhing and ability, he wah 5 
| diſcovered a moſt obliging and winning deference. | | 


for the opinion of others, with a decent and manly. 
\ firmneſs in maintaining his'own. He could bear 
© contradidtion without paſſion, | yield with dignity, 
20 conquer without enjoying the inſolence of 
triumph. While his piety,” experience, and un- 
"tides rendered him a-fit companion for 
the grave, the wiſe, and the aged, with a pleaſant- 
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= ins deportment tot e vivacity, g. 
etꝛy, aid cheerfulneſs of youth. He was ons of ; 

the few old m en, whom young people are fond of. 8 

Ile gained upon their hearts by the moſt engaging 
and affable” attention; by condeſcendingly and 
_ kindly entering into their views: He was the 
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pleaſed obſerver, not the rigid cenſor, of this mirth 


whereof he did not always chuſe to partake. His 
' | preſence was a reſtraint on nothing but folly and 


impiety. —His own religious ſentiments, bock 


with reſpect to doctrine and church govertiment, TI, 
| ' were long ſettled and eſtabliſhed; and they wag 1 
ſttthe refult of deep and ſerious reflection, of ex. 
tenſive enquiry and thorough conviction; but be 
Lows Had not learned the confidence and ſelf-ſufficiency | 
= of thoſe who ſay of their own ſe, © ſurely 9 0 : 


ate the people, and wiſdom ſhall die with us.“ 


le treated the ſentiments of honeſt men of all 

; deſcriptions, with candor. and liberality, A well 

5 cultivated underſtanding, being ever to be found . 
in company with decency of ſpeech and enlarge. 

ment of heart. Hence he lived in friendſhip with, _ 

all, Was cheriſhed and reſpedted ol. 6 has died. . 

+ regretted ofall.. 5 4 1 * N 


* 8 
G 3 5 3 N 
8 * 
3 * 
8 
Sue was t he a 1 
* 


i eaten. his. ee 3 his N engl communi- 8 
_ cation; his doctrine and manner of life, all the 
| "ny; that he went out and i in TIONS vou, _ 


IG 1 . EF 
$4 1 f 
5 „ 
f 
% 1 
* 77 
- . 
= 4 * 
* |; 4 
# F; | 
2 3 ; 
gran Nm —_— DEW Wane, m—__ 2 n AZ q » 


r 3 188 D of ae . IT 
A V f/ 
N * f f WE ' 28 * 75 5 ; 
5 : ing 275 ' = 5 - 8 4 2 7 
3 ws * : I 8 wt 7 . 5 88 
+ 3 g Rs 8; *4F g ; WE : * * 4 4 8 * >a 
8 + ; 2 A. i * * * 1 
. Y ; # 2 
70 — . * 
. 2 A * 4 
„ ry kur 1 
* WE; Bo 
- . 7 1 
* > * a 7 
. „ » 
| % | { his 1 | es you 1 not, 
* 8 4 * "1 


eee not, faw . the ſecret breathing | | 
of, his heart; bis midnight interceſhons, his g 
mornin n at the throne of g ET. 7 FOPr be- 1 
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„ ĩ had: them in everlaſting. remembrance. 
„„ They have a e dy fallen back in a tide of bleſ. 
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= were offered up, and as a diadem of glory they 
4 encircle his head ; and they will long con- 
„„ deſcend, as the dew from Heaven, in n 
the grace of the Almighty upon your To 
„ Ca, Thus, by the prayers and interceſſions Which he 
© EE ENS poured . out, day. and night, before the eternal 
) hates. by the word which he preached, and 
PET which I hope you will long remember, and by the 

| lf of faith and holineſs 1 the Son of God, 
= ET. > which he lived in the fleſh,” being dead he yet 
p ſpeaketh, ” and will continue to inftru& and 
comfort you. And, from the dark cloud, which 
= his ſudden removal has ſpread over your heads, 2 
FF copious ſhowers of © de . and heavenly | 
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Iͤ of life. To be careleſs or prodigal of either, is an 
argument of great intellectual or moral derangement. 
But this paſſion, like every other, may eaſily be, and 
frequently is, carried to Exceſs, and becomes criminal, 
whenever it isgratified at the expence of duty and con- 
| ſcience. In the eſtimation of Solomon, a good : 
. name” fairly acquired, and honourably ſupportd. 

- © is rather to be choſen than great riches: but, like 5 

riches, it is a very uncertain portion; for as © riches | 
certainly make themſelves wings, and fly away as aan 
_ eagle towards heaven,“ ſo © the bubble reputation,” a : 1 
poſſeftion Kill more flimſy, frequently burſts in a 2 
moment, vaniſhes into air, thin air, and leaves 4 
the poſſeſfor «© poor indeed,” without even the miſera- . | | 
ble conſolation of knowing the thief who robbed him 


we | of his treaſure. be 1 man, in another paſſage, | 
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VV " ADDITION * To sr x vir. ; 40 
5 death i is better than the 4700 'of one's birth. 5 Why. 1 
it ſo? Becauſg/{death { ſeals Ja man's character, and 
ſlieecures his reputation. While he yet lived, it was 
able to forfeiture by müſconduct, and was expoſed 
d0oð the breath of calumny; but now he is dead, his 
3 virtue is put beyond the reach df Human frailty, the 
td ongue of ſlander is put to filence, and his honeſt fame 
àZßf f eliabliftic# üs on a ekz and 1 he ſtilk libes in 
3 : | his better part. A7 4 { > EY: ar 1 8 * 1 
We, accordingly, find men . ene that 
| their reputation ſhould ſurvive the bod 7. Reconciled 
to the fatal hour which is to reſtore ©: the duſt to 
70 earth as it was, the cager eye contemplates 
poſthumonus honours, the greedy ear | anficipates: 
5 e e e is to be pronounced, after; it is no 
r eapable of hearing. When this ſerves: as a 
Kſetimulus to merit praiſe, the love of fame is not only 
innocent, but highly commendable. Of the multi- 
tudes, however, who are contigually dropping into 
dhe grave, how. few can be ſaidꝭ to have lived? Of the 
N 1 generality, the whole hiſtory ſhrinks into one ſhort 
5 ſentenee, He wis born—and:dicdſ—And: had it not been 
) bln for many: of thoſe- whoſe! memory. has farvived 
© their afhes, and better for the world, if their names 
Could have been „ interred with their bones, and 
quietly conſigned to everlaſting oblivion? But hiftory 
has erected a monument for them, ſimilar to that 
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eritnes and the puniihment of chem, objects from 
Which the eye turns away in horror and diſgult. 
7 When the infignificant, the worthleſs and the crimi- 
nal are fubtracted from the aggregate of mankindghow. 
fadly are the numbers reduced? And when, from 
the remainder, we farther ſubtract the filently, calmly, 


. unoftentatiouſly meritorious, who lived and died in | 


FLIC 


the ſhade, who ſhrunk” from fame as ſedulouſſy as 


others hunt after it, how few remain to be the ſubje& 
of juſt panegyrick in life, and to furniſh matter for 
the ſculptor, the orator and the hiſtorian, when they 5 
are dead! how few, to realize the Poet's e . 
5 view of Elyfium— i rs OY ITT: be pol 


„Hic manus, ob patriam piptinds' vulners poſh: 
. ſacerdotes caſti, dum vita manebat: 
* Quique pit vares, ct Pheebo digna locuti: 
Iaventas aut qui vitam excoluere per arts: 
Que ſui memores alios fecere aries 1 
en e OK VIdOAEII Exkin: vi. 660. 


"Even" when proper "ſubjeRs occur, to diſpenſe . 


Piße with propriety is both a difficult and a delicate 


taſk. If in Any caſe, here it is | impoſſible to hit the 
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„ Here patriot wings, who for their country Bea: 
And holy prieſts, who lived what they taught: 


Sages, whoſe rare inventions -bleſs mankinßds? 
And who, by virtue, purchas'd honeſt praiſe 


From e future * „„ oo vg 5 


nk i the too little and the too much. 
| The partiality of blood, of friendſhip, orof gratitude, 

| \ is ever ; expeRing and exacting more; the ſpirit of envy. 
and detraction, fo prevalent in the world, thinks that 
- .mugh leſs might have ſerved; and where is the wiſdom 
8 "OM diſcretion that can draw the line? 


Monumental inſcriptions are, in many caſes, a vo- 
lone tribute to departed excellence; and, like every 
other ſpecies of voluntary offering, generally ſavour 
fully as much of the giver as of the receiver, „ 
frequently in verſe, the Poet is under a temptation to 
exhibit himſelf too much, and his ſubject ſuffers in 
proportion. Hence the ſmallneſs of the number of 
claffically pure and correct, of hiſtorically juſt: and | 
true, and of poetically elegant and ſublime-epitaphs. E 
Mr. Pope, who ſo greatly excelled in various other | 

| kinds of poetical compoſition, failed egregiouſly in 
this. Not one of his epitaphs is there, that does not 
; preſent one or more glaring defects; as every candid 
- eritic muſt be ſenſible, who will take the trouble to 
peruſe Dr. Johnſon? s analyſis of them, in the conclu- 
on of his life of that great Poet. And if Pope failed, 
| "who ſhall boaſt of having ſucceeded; But he failed, 
- - , perhaps, becauſe he was a Poet. For poetry is too | | 
nearly allied to fiction to admit of its conveying ſim- 
ple, unadorned truth only: agd an epitaph ought to 
be, atleaſt, ſtrictly true. But neither is the number 
of excellent monumental inſcriptions in proſe very con- 
fiderable.. ha are TORY deficient i in reſpect of 
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0 1 | Aiming at ſomething brilliant, powerful, 
uncommon, the Author degenerates into quaintneſs 
and conceit. Antitheſis, and other cold, laboured 
a figures of ſpeech, affectedly decorate the tomb, juſt as 
the undertaker's formal company of mutes, and plumes | 

ol feathers, adorned the funeral proceſſion, and made 
. the groundlings ſtare,” The treatment of the dead 
is1 no eaſy. undertaking. . Unleſs the heart ſpeak in the | 
funeręal train, ſpeak from the pulpit, ſpeak on the 
marble; may no unfeeling varlet be permitted to lay 


out my poor remains; and no ſtupid panegyriſt me - 


mea ſecond time to death, by mangling my . 3 
and not a ſtone tell where lie.” 


Monumental inſeriptions, I ſaid, are, „ 


5 voluntary offering; but funeral ſermons are, for the 


moſt part, a tgſt impoſed, and, in a multitude of caſes, 


— 


a cruel taſk indeed. For it is expected, that, according 
28 worldly rank, or family pride, or capricious vanity, 
or a paltry pecuniary conſideration may preſcribe, the 
| preacher i is to ſacrifice truth and decency, by aſcribing, 
in the tropes of a funeral oration, ſenſe to a blockhead, 

| generoſity to a ſordid miſer, honeſty to a notorious | 

_  knave: and by diſpenſing the kingdom of heaven, 


the reward of the faithful, to a wretch whom he knew. 


to have lived in the open violation of all God's com- 
mandments, and to have died without one penitenial 
5 25 and without one ray of trembling hope. At the 
5 beſt, the indiſcriminate honour of a funeral ſermon 


bon ceaſes to obe N diſtinction at all. If the ſame 
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LO M DN 10 zrnlen . 
| The > - EE . mark of pubic dees is put on the idle, the frivolous, 
|.  , The diffipated, as on the induftrious, the uſe ful and 


the ſober- minded, the foundation of morals is under- | 
3 ET "mined, the profligate is hardened in his wickedneſs, 
ES. and goodnefs i is defrauded of its Juft recompence of re- 
. Ward. Hence, accordingly, we have likewiſe but 
| very few tolerable funeral ſerm6ns., They muſt, from 
tte very nature of the thing, degenerate into mere 
FTrtigid common place, violate ſacred truth, or, in ſpeak- 
ing truth, give offence, and Provoke reſentment, 15 


| France has produced many more, and far more ex- 
cellent funeral ſermons, than our own country. Pre- 
vious to the late important Revolution there, en- 
comiaſtic eloquence | Was the great exertion of literature 
and genius. Every military atchievement, every 
Academic admiſſion, every royal birth, marriage or 
deceaſe, gave birth to a thouſand eloquent barangues, ; 
To excel in this ſpecies of compoſition was to be i in- the 
| direct road to fame, favour and fortune. F lattery was 
. there more glibly ſwallowed, and more liberally reward- 
| ed, than with us, and therefore more dexterouſly admi- 
niſtred. It was faſhionable to attend exhibitions of this 
fort. When Bourdaloue, Maſſillon, or Boſſuct mou nted the 
pulpit, the Church was more crowded than the Theatre; 
blue ribbons graced every pew, and Princes of the blood 
| flocked from Verſailles to St. Sulpice to hear a Sermon. 
This made good preachers, and has enriched the re · 
public of letters with innumerable exquiſite funeral 
=_—_ e : and it preſents a' ſtriking contraſt to our Zoth 
| of 


AR To = ct 1 * 


5 Margaret ; 'Church, where, the Chancellor, attended 
| 2 by a ſingle Lord or two, repreſents the whole Britiſh, 
| Peerage; and the Speaker, Clerk, and. Serjeant,at mac 


appear in the name of all the Commons of England. 
It is no wonder if ſuch frigid attendance ſhould... pro- 
- duce but cold oratory... But in peruſing the elaborate. 
| harangues pronounced i in honour of a Marie-There eſe, of a | 
Cond, of a 7 trenne, of. A | Conti, &c. I quickly loſe fight, 
of the departed ſabjeA,and feel my mind engroſſed with 
the living « orator; and when I lay down t the book, it Fi is 
1 5 not t princeſs, - the : potentate, or the hero, that Vas” 
mire and 'praile, but Father Baur dale, abe 2 of. 
2 Meaug, Plechier, or Maſil Hon. This is, to me, a proof 
"tha funeral eulogia are compoſed to celebrate not the 
2 dead, but the living. . And the orator, muſt poſſeſs. 
8 little cxlebrity indeed, if he i is not better known to the 
world, and of more importance i in it, than moſt of the 
| perſons whoſe memory he is employed to embalm. It 
mere, to be wiſhed, therefore, that the praQtice of „„ 
| faperal, ſermons were either wholly laid "aide, « or con- | #5; 
fined to  fubjeQts of real, well-known, and generally 2 
| acknowledged worth ; and, this for the fake of the 
deceaſed, ; as well as of ſorvivors; for injudicious praiſe. 
has frequently a "rendency to rouſe flumbering cen- 
ſure; 3 and the world *; is diſpoſed to aſk, When, and 
Wbere, were the virtues exhibited, which the orator 
fo pompoully diſplays from the pulpit? _ Silence i is the 
ts 280 moſt ſuitable eulogium of the generality of 
BEIT Rane i | mankind, | 
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"us 


mankind. be pious, modeſt, and humble, defire no 
other; the -vain-glorious, /infignifieant and worthleſs 
"ſhould be permitted to paſs' as quickly as poſſible to 
# land of deep forgetfulneſs. Is it not paffing 
range, that death, and its mournful, humiliating 


Po Bia 


concomitants, ſhould'be prepoſterouſly erer into oc- 
 cafions of miniſtrivg t to the pride of life? = 20M 


Were the however, no greater danger: to morals, 
than what ariſes from the indiſcriminate profuſion. of 
praiſe, j in qxtravagant epitaphs, and injudicious funeral 
barangues, the practice might be left to be cured, by 
the pity and forbearance of the benevolent; and the 
 ſneer of the ſarcaſtic and malignant ; but there is real 
and ſerious danger to both morals and religion from 
a ſolemn and important branch of the public ſervice 
of our eſtabliſhed Church. Tue burial-ſervice, fo 
. impreflive, is in one reſpe& faulty, and. 
the more, that it is fo powerfully impreffive. The body) 
of every one, without diſtinction, is configned to the 
grave © in fure and certain hope of the reſurrection 
to eternal life.“ By whom, it may be aſked, Is this 
„ hope, in every caſe, entertained ? | 'By the 


; worthy Clergyman who reads the ſervice? Alas, he 


knew nothing of the party, in innumerable inſtances, 
till he eame to the Church-yard, to do bis duty, as 
it is · called: perhaps he well knew the deceaſed to have 


lived and died a profligate; has a thouſand times 


lamerted his impenitence, and looked forward with 
fear and N to the hour of 4ifſolution, which 
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ire no 170 hurry him ints the preſence of s beta: = af 2 5 5 5 

888190 | this hope expreſſed by the mourners or ſpeQators?_ . 4 

ble to [hey are often precifely 1 in the ſame Nate with wy — 

afling inifter, they know: nothing that can ferve a8 2 ground 75 
ating eben hope ; or ghey kobw too much to be eogfflene 

5.000 it. Did the man himſelf live, and "die 1 in this De ne f [i 
5 i ; elled hope, and is the voĩce of it now illaing from e 2 

orals, Wh; 3 We truſt this is the caſe with myriads, „„ 1 

on of & bleſſed are the dead who die in the. Er 

uneral het ate there” not others, whom no ftrereh o charity. . 

d, by Wen [comprehend i in the number of the redeemed of the, + : 

d the lord, and over whom we are conſtrained to for- ; 

3 real Ie as thoſe who have outta oo who lived with- 5 „ 
from I God in The world,“ and expired without hopes ä 

ervice ppired, it may be, ig . nought the faith and „„ 

e, ſo Nope of the Goſpel as 4 cunningly deviſed fable? ? 

„ and. Would we therefore place a man on the tribunal „„ 

body Meat Supreme, and permit him to proriounce | This 0 

o the Per s doom? God forbid. No, let not man . 5 

ection {reſume to judge at all; for God enphntteuny chal 1 

's this ages the right of Judgment as his own, * To me 

y the Klongeth vengeance, and recompence: Vengeance | 

s, he Wi mine; I will repay, ſaith the Lord.“ e ee 

inces, 1 beg leave to ſubjoin, as a good reaſon why fal- 5 

iy, as idle man ſhould not preſume to judge; we have ſeen 4 

have ſome meet death with confidence, whoſe. lives, appa- | 

times \ Wrently, did not warrant compoſure and joy, in that 

with awful hour; while perſons of much purer character, : 

yhich more exalted piety, more unequivocal goodneſs, have 

Was | | B 155 e trembled N 
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ata ee at the appr 
- expreſſed the moſt tormenting anxiety about their | 
7 future ſtate. Too great ſtreſs is often laid on the 
RO fame and Feelings « of the dying, which depend on a 


 appiTION. 10 3ERMON * vir r. | 
ach of the” king of terrors, and 


thouſand contingent circumſtances at. do not, that 
can not, affeQ their, real fate. It is, undoubtedly, 
Fleet it is edifying, it is animating, to behold 
2 dying friend 6s filled with peace and joy in be. 
EE rej joicing in the hope of the Glory of 
God; * but I will not afflict wyſelf beyond meaſure, 
becauſe the fun of my Chriſtian friend ſet under a 


1 . loud. 3 60 


In Nonh-Britain + i 3 and. Rong to BY 
amino. ſolemn and profound ſilence. And, except 


in the caſe of eminent public character, or of diſ- 
tinguiſhed excellence, no funeral eulpging 3 is ee. | 
- need fran e,, 4: Fong han 4 
The republication of the preceding diſcourſe; = I 
bees me with an opportunity of ſuggeſting theſe 


hints. Had I not conſidered them as nearly affect · 


I - Ingthe intereſts of decency, morality and religion, on 


2 point of univerſal importance, they ſhould have 


deen ſuppreſſed. My own career is drawn ſo much 0 
- nearer to a _ concluſion, The lapſe of twelve years 


makes a deep impreſſion. on the perſon, faculties, 


7 8 and condition of a man above forty. I muſt be pre- 
: paring to follow my reſpectable friend. He had 
Fav ae his own funeral-ſermon Wiſhes er: it. 
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